.’?FFRANK ANDERSON
; nternational Chessmaster

. With only six games to
ay. and with a lead of 10%
T1%. Bobby Fischer is going

-"hdelhrone Boris Spassky as
Mld chess champion.
Until now I have hesitated
make such a prediction.
%zmw it must be said, the
“Binited States is finally going
o’ get ifs first world cham-
pion since 1857. -
“The magic number is 2.
‘Fischer needs two points —
either four draws (each draw
qpunts a half point).or two
‘,ﬂc ies in the remaining six
%Q
the Russian Spqssky to
: n his title, he must win
fmf' of the games and draw
one, or win three and draw

vWith the way bhoth men are
plawing, this seems impos-

sky is playing much

best?u'fsnnw than he did in the

First e:ght games — but il
still isn’t good enough to win.

,_-And with his seemingly - in-

ountable three - point

ad, Fischer is still going for

throat y
er could be playing

j st for draws —but he isn’t.
- playing for wins. His
is still aggressive.
_Although both players are
showing real signs of strain
s long match, Fischer’s
is still strong and
steady. An evidence of the
pfusion and disruption in
& Russian's camp Is their
ent claims of possible in-
ence over. Spassky by Fis-!
eher’s uging “electronic de-
wvices and chemical sub-
stances.” No positive findings
—ware made, as any reasoning
pla}er"muld have as-

med.

The 16th game, played last
pnday, was a long 60-inove
‘hattle played in one session.
Spassky committed only £ne
real error . . . before the
game began, he sat down in
Fischer’s chair on the white
side of the hoard! He did cor-
rect himself, however, before
Fischer arrived 11 minutes
late, so Fischer was not
aware of this Spassky error!
| Fischer opened with pawn fo

king four for the first time

since the 10th game. Again,
the opening was the Ruy Lo-
‘pez, Fischer’s standard meth-
od of attack.-He tried the ex-
variation which has

~previous - victories.

However, Spassky was well

| prepared and emerged from

the opening with a slight ad-

“ vantage of two bishops versus

Fischer’s bishop and knight.
Fischer erred by an early ad-
vance of his queen’s bishop
pawn. By clever, tactical
play, Spassky forced Fischer
on the defensive and Fischer
was hard-pressed to hold
Spassky’s middle game at-
tack, However, super-accu-
.rate defense enabled Fischer
to reach an ending with one
pawn and a rook against
Spassky’s two pawns and
‘rook. This is a well-known
draw with best play and
ISpassky could have offered
‘the draw, but he wanted to
make Fischer squirm for an-
other 20 moves. The players
then agreed to a draw before
the session was completed.
This was an extremely fast
game . . . it has been a long
interval in world champion-
ship play since the players
have produced over 120
moves within the five hour
session!

The 17th game Tuesday
was another exciting struggle
between the two greatest
chess players of our day.
Spassky was clearly out to
win from the start and
showed a daring and aggres-
sive approach. For the first
time in the match, Fischer
answered 'Spassky's queen's
pawn move with the Pire
(pronounced Peeriz) Defense.
Spassky had greater conrol
of the center in the early
stages of the game, an impor-
tani  advantage. ' Fischer
counter-attacked, threatening
to win a pawn. Spassky ac-
cepted this challenge hoping
to use the time gained for an
attack on weakened squares
around Fischer’s king. By the
21st move, Fischer evidental-
Iv had second thoughts abott
defending the position and de-
cidad to sacrifice his rook for
._Spasskys well-placed bishop.
[Th's was a mistake on Fis-
cher's part because he prob-
ably could have withstood
Spassky’s onslaught with
patient defense. Also, Fischer
probably expected to gain
compensation by winning a
second:pawn in the end game
(see the diagram w:th this ar-
ticle). At'the adJOurned gohl-'
tion, Spassky had a probabie
winning position, ' although
Fischer cuuld put up a tre-
mendous  resistance with
aome dr ehancesk

Wednesday, Spassky and Fis-
cher moved fast,. obviously

both = prepared with
overnight analysis. A dramat-
ic turn in the match occurred
when the position was re-
peated three times and Fis-
cher rightly claimed the
draw. The position was cer-
tainly a difficult one for
Spassky to win, but he, not
Fischer, had all the winning
chances. Clearly the over-
night analysis must have re-
vealed the difficulty of play-
ing for a win, but it is sur
prising that Spassky did not
make a greater effort. |
The 18th game Wednesday
and Thursday, was a Sicilian
Defense which has been
played several times before
in this match. Fischer had
the white pieces and soon
assumed the initiative, Both
sides kept the position full of
tension with Spassky in the
early stages instituting a b:g
pawn advance on the queen’s
side against Fischer’s castled
king. Fischer knows how to
defend when needed, and
plaved some very neat moves

“to force a‘blocked pawn posi-

tion on the queen side that
prevented Spassky from infil-
trating with his heavy pieces.
Now Fischer could move on
to the attack in the center
and on the right wing. Soon
Fischer won an important
pawn on Spassky’s king side
that looked like it might lead
to another Fischer win, How-
ever, Spassky’s strong cen-
tral position with active rooks
and good mobility kept. the
chances balanced. Fischer
could make no headway afier

the adjournment and both

sides wisely repeated moves ,
allowing the draw. This was .

anather fifie battle worthy of
the LhESS championship.

Ou;\ readers have sub-
mittéd some questions that

" we think would be interesting

to have answered. We would
be pleased to answer any fur-
ther questions on the person-
alities and events of this
great chess match.

Q. Is there a place for
women in a professional
chess player’s personal life?
Cheri Hewitt, Gulf Computer
Sciences, San Diego

A. ¥Yes. This is one malch
where' Spassky leads 20,

their

. ago, Fischer was approached

. er’s eyes. Is this an indication

_ behavwr Perhdps Fischer’s

amc.e. he has had two mar- :
Tia . | match, They claim that h
Wiahmﬂﬁl‘ would behav

le

children.. His™ previous” mar-
riage ended, as Spassky de-.
scribes “because we ‘were
bl«;hoys of opposite color”
{i.e., did not communicate).
Flsnher on the other hand,
, has devoted himself so in-
tensely to the pursuit of the
world chess championship
that women play little, if any,

part is his life at this stage A 71y
" true story, revealing Fis-
- cher’s devotion to the game,

is as follows: At a banquet [ [
given during the Chess Olym-
pics in Germany a few yéars

by Miss Germany who asked
him to dance with her, He re-
plied “I would be happy to,
alter the tournament,” Miss
Germany was able to get her
dances with a number of oth-
er chessmasters who were
not so parficular about their
chess ti'aining! ]

|

|

Q. I have seen a number of |
photographs of Fischer and
Spassky shaking hands, but
notice they nevr seem to he
looking directly into eacl oth-

of fear on their part?

Roger Markl, Gulf Computer
Sciences.

A. 1t is not clear to this ob-
server all the reasons for this

reputation f6F Tha evil eye”

over his opponents has affect-
ed Spassky. Another possible
explanation is Spassky’s dis-
like for Fischer’s untoward
behavior to him in this recent
match. Also, Fischer has
such an intense desire to beat
Spassky that, in his boyish
manner, he. may avert his
aves from Spassky. Whatever
ihe reason, these players are
using their full visual powers
on the chess hoard.

Q. In my opinéon, Fischer is
*“too big for his britches.” His
constant demands of an un-
reasonable nature have con-’
verted me from a Fischer fan
to one who hopes that
Spassky will retain his title. T
feel ashamed of myself as an
American, but am I justified
in these feelings?

Jan Olson, Pine Valley

A. Many people have ex-
pressed similar views to me
during the course of




with Bobby, who after all, is

probably “the finest * chess,

player in theé world. Many:

people have expressed a very

strah§.désire to go to Iceland

and  “straighten Fischer
L ont> Are you volunteering?

is

Frank  Anderson
- Marketing Manager’ of
Gulf Computer Sciences
in San Diego. He is the

~holder of the Interna-
tiopal Chessmaster title
granted by the Interna-
tional Chess Federation.
Winner of many - major
tournaments, including
gold medal performances
at the Chess Olympics,
he has authored two
" chess books.

‘this type of sacrifice would

,"r:"ﬂ"' m 2 2
her S

‘A Very Neat. . glack: Bobby Fis

. - . b' .
Variation
The interesting position at
the right occurred after
Spassky’s 25th move in the
17th game. Fischer has sacri-

ficed a rook for Spassky’s
bishop plus a pawn. Normally

not be sufficient, but Fischer
had probably calculated that
he would win a second pawn
and have winning chances. A
fascinating possibility could
have occurred from the dia-
grammed position. It is Fis-
cher’s move. If he plays (1)
‘his rook down to White’s first
row, then Spassky would be
in a quandry for a good
move. He cannot capture Fis-
cher’s queen because Fischer
will have a neal intermezzo
move of rook takes rook
check. White’s only maove
would be (2) moving his rook
one square to the right, leay-
ing his king’s pawn (3) de-

I 18TH MATCH GAME 28.qr~kl K-01 fended only once and under
| Sicilian.Defense 23 K-R R=N' double attack by Fischer. Ex-
| White: Bobby Fischer 24 N-Q4 RR% | changes of queens and rooks
y Black: Boris Spassky 23 N-U3 s would follow ultimately with
' R 2 Black winning  Spassky’s
White . Black off Liout SRt Black  winning _Spassky’s
T~ —== 28 N-03 R-Q:l king’s pawn with his knight.
1 P-K4 P-QB4 29 Q-K2 * R=R > :
2 N-K83  P-Q3 30 PxP PxP But: Spassky would (4) slide
3 N-B3 N-QB3 31 R-B2 P=Kl his remaining rook over to
4 P-0k :*;3 ;g :':B5 g*’&h the open line on the left..
5N - % - : :
6 B-KNS P-K3 34 pxP 0x0P Spassky’s rook would lhen
7 0-02 P-QR3 35 N=N4 Q-Q2 penetrate the Black position
8 0-0-0 B-Q2 36 RxRP BxN
9 P-BY4 B-K2 37 BPxB R-04 and win some vital pawns on
. 10 N-B3 P-N& 38 R-Blch  K-N2 that flank. This would win the
1 BxN PxB 39 Q-Kh A-081 game for him. Altogether, a
12 B-03 QR 4o R-ON1 K-N3 ¢ iati et
13 K=NI P=NG 41 R=R7 R=05 very neal variation at-
14 N-K2 Q-QB4 k2 Q-Nb Q-B3 proves the depth with which
15 P-B5 P-QRS L3 R-KB7 R-03 S e — N
16 N-BY4 P-R5 Lk 0-R6é 0-KB6
17 R-0B1 R-QN1 45 0-R7 Q-83
18 P-B3 P-NG L6 Q-R6 Q-KB6
419, P-QR3  N-kh 47 Q-R] q-83
[ .20 KR-BI N-B5 Draw by Repstition
l 21 Bxi, QxB of Moves s
16th MATCH GAME 22 K-N2 RxP 49 R-KB3
Ruy Lopez 23 K-B3 P-B6 50 R-R3
MWhite: Bobby Fischer 24 KxR- PxR 51 R-R6
Black: Boris Spassky gg RxQP R=N& 52 K-:g
et R-B2 B-03 53 K-
Yhite  Black 27 RxP R-QRhL 5k K=-Ri
1 P=K4 P-Kh 28 B-Bh R-R5ch 55 R-N6
2 N-KB3 ~ N-0B3 29 K=B3 R-R6ch 56 R-Nk
3 B-N5 P-QR3 30 K-Kb4 RXRP 57 R-N6
b Bxit QPxB 31 BxB PxB 58 K-R3
5 0-0 P-B3 32 RxQP RxP 59 K-N2
6 P-0k B=KN5 33 RxP RxP 60 K-R3
7 PxP 0x0 34 K-B3 R-07
8 RxQ PxP 35 R-Rjch
9 R-03 B-03 36 R-Réch
10 QN-Q2  N-B3 37 R-R7ch
11 N-B4 NxP 38 R-R2
12 QNxp 08BxN 39 K=N2
13 NxB - 0-0 4o K-R3
14 B-K3 P-0ik 41 R-Réch
15 P-B4 QR=N1 42 R-R5
16 R=QB1 Pxp 43 R-R2
17 ReQ4 . KR=K] 4 R-B2ch
18 n-02 NxN 45 R-B7
18 RaN R-K5 46 R-BY4
20 P-KN3'  B-Kb- 47 R-B3 R

these great players are com-
peting for this title. Fischer

TTi

........E

N

White: Boris Spassk‘y

made beiier moves,
might have lost the

ARTICL £

Ave, 27 /72

R-K5
K=R3
P-Kk
R-K5ch
R-K2
R-Kl
K=N2
K-R3
R-K8
R-R8ch
R-RB
R-R5

Draw Agreed

21 k-R1

17TH MATCH GAME
PIRC-ROBATSCH Defense 22 BxR
White: Boris Spassky 23 R-K3
Black: Bobby Fischer 24 PxP
22 0-84
26 RxQ
Ehite SlGck=s 27 penz
1 P-Kl P-03 28 K-R2
2 pP-Qh P=KN3 29 R(3)-K2
3 N-083 * N-KB3 30 R-B2
L p-gh B=Nz2 31 R(KB)=K2
5 N-B3 P-B4 32 K-N3
6 PxP 0-R4 33 R(B)-Q2
7 B-Q3 0xBP 34 R-KB2
8 Q-K2 0-0 35 R(B)-K2
9 B-K3 Q-QR4 36 R-K3
10 0-0 B-N5 37 R-QB3
11 QrR-Q1 N-B3 38 R-BL4
12 B-Bl4 N-R4 39 R(2)-QB2 |,
13 B=N3 BxQN 40 R-KB2
14 PxB 0xBP 41 R(kB)=-qB2
15 P=B5 N-B3 k2 R-BI
16 P~KR3 BxN 43 R(1)-B2
17 Qxe N-QRY &4 R-BI
18 R=03 g-82 45 R{1)-B2 |
19 B=R6 . NxB braw by Repetit
20 BPxN ' Q-Blich of Moves i

avoided this death trap and The game did end in a draw.

R-K8
R-KBS

P
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