By Dr. H. 1. Ralston

Editor, The Taliforniz Chess eporter

The big event of the chess year
in California is the {raditional
team match between Northern
and Southern California. The
firat of these matches occurred
in 182§, and the iwentieth last
May #1. Over the years, the num-
ber of plavers participating in
the matches has shown a steady
increase, the lalest one being the
largest ever held, with 122
players meeting at 61 boards.

Most of the matches have heen
played in San Luis Obispo, a fow
in Atascadero, Since many of the
participantis bring their families
with them, the chess players
rather take over the town during
their two or three days’ stay, and

| since they bring the town a good

deal of business, the matches are

| sponsored by the local chamber

of commerce.,
New Players

Two of the players from the
MNorth, Mr, William P. Barlow of
Piedmont and Mr. Fred N
Christensen of Oakland, have
played in all the matehes thus
far held. A number of other
plavers, both from North and
South, have played in the ma-
jority of the matehes, Each vear,

however, some new young

players appear, keeping the
match fresh and vigorous. Of re-
cent vears, the number of femi-
nine players has gradually in-
creased. Last May, no less than
five women participated, contri-
buting beauty as well az chess.

One of the wveteran players
from the MNorth iz
Gross of San Franciseo, who has
played 10 {imes., Mr. Gross is
piresent
California. His opponent last May
was Mr. Sven Almgren of Los
Angeles, presenf chess Open
Champion of California. Their
game was a hard fought one,
ending in a draw mainly because
af the faet that if was clear that
the North was going to win by
a comforiable margin (final
segre MNorth 34, South 27), 5o Mr,
Gross simply forced a draw by
perpetual check. The score of
the game follows:

RUY LOPEZ

White—H. Gross
Black—S, Almgren

1 P-Ki4 P-K4i
2 Ki-KE3 Kt-OBz
1 B-Kt5 P-OR3
4 B-It4 Ki-BI
5 Castles B-K2
f R-Kl P-OKtd
7 B-Ki3 Castles
B P-KR3 P-Q3

Henry ||;

chess co-champion of ||

Task No. 2—By B. 5. Wash

White Mates in Two Moves
{Valoe 4 points}

Answer to Task No. 1: R-Ki2.

9 P-Bd Kt-OR4
10 B-B2 P-BE4
11 P-04 OBz
12 QKt-02 RPxP
13 PzP Ki-B3
14 Kt-B1? KixQP
15 KitxKt PxKt
16 B.Kit5 Q-B4
1T B-KR4 B-Ki2?
18 Ki-Ktd Kt-04
19 PxKt BxB
20 R-OQB1 Q-Ki5
25 P-R3 QxKitP

22 O-R5 P-Ki3
23 OzB QR-B1
4 Ki-B5 P-Q8
25 R-KEiL OxB
26 Kt-K7ch E-Ki2
27 Kt-B5ch K-Etl
28 Et-Kich K-Kiz
29 Eit-Bsch PxEt
3 Q-Kisch K-R1
31 Q-Efch K-Ki1
32 Q-Ktich K-R1

And the game was drawn by
perpetual eheck.

Of chess books there is no end,
(It 15 said that the lilerature of
chess is comparable with that of
medicine,}) Some chess books
are good, some are bad, as in
any other subjeci. We have re-
cently received for review a book
which is very much out of the
ordinary, and which we heartily
recommend to our readers. It is
by two former champions of
I'rance, Georges Renaud and Vic-
tor Kahn, and is entitled ‘*“The
Art of the Checkmate,’” trans-
lated from the French by W. J.
Taylor, and published by Simon
& Schuster, New York, 1953,
Price %3.50. ]

Lesson Taught

What this book attempts is to
teach the inexperienced player
how to recognize mating situa-

Interest Rises in California’s North-South Chess Play

tions. {We refer, of course, to the
chess type of mating, not the
hinlogical.) Since-it is the basie
purpose of chess to mate the op-
posing king, it is important that
the beginner become thoroughly
familiar with the mating possi-
bilities in any position. The
choice of games in the book is
first-class, and the diagrams and
general format equally excellent,

Victor Kahn has authored, or
co-authored, a nomber of other
books which deserve to be trans-
Iated inta English. Among these
are a manual of chess, a treatizse
on the Ruy Lopes opening, and a
hook on the modern treatment of
chess openings. There are few
chess masters, indeed, who are
capable of such interesting and
informative writing.

Chess Fans:

The San Francizco Chapter of
the. Hed Cross iz hoping te find
a chess player who will volun-
teer one afterncon a week to
teach patients at Letterman
Army Hospital. Anyone inter-
ested and available iz asked to
contact the Red Cross Entertain-
ment Service, 1625 Van Ness-av,
PRospect 6-1500,



