Crucial Games in Che
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By Dr. H. T. Ralston

At the annual general meefing
of the Russian Chess Club, Rus-
gian Center, San TFrancisco,
Peter Prokoodin was elected
President for his 19th term!

The wote was unanimous, and
was a good indication of the es-
teem in which Prokoodin iz held
by his fellow club members.

Dr, E. Wrany was elected
Viee-Fresident, M. Beloff Treas-
urer, and P. Andreeff Secretary.

Tomorrow night at 7:30 two
crucial games will be played in
the 11th round of the Russian
Chess Club championship tourna-
ment.

M. Rudniansky, whe is still un-
defeated, will meet W. Addison,
and R. Smook will be pitted
against A. Palmin.

May Decide Champion

The outecome of these games
probabiy will decide the new
champion of the club.

There will also occur a first-|
round team match in the “B™ |
divisien of the Sam Francisco |
Bay Area Chess League, between L
the Russian and Alameda clubs. |

“Alma Werthauer of San Fran-
C15Ch WTiles:

“1 am still grinning over the |
prezentation of this latest|
{Christmas—Fd.) problem.

“The notion that chess has its i
edible az well as edifving as- |
pectzs is a plessant one with in-
4 ing hilities.

“Who could resist the tempta-
tion of accepiing a chocolate
Queen sacrifice when it's so hard
tn reject an unappetizing wooden
one?
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‘Food For Thought

“And whst siromg purpose
would be reguired fo press an
attack when an unstrategic but
favorite-flavored pawn lies for
the tzking in amother corner of
the board®

"Forgive me for thiz one, but
chess could rezlly become ‘food
for thomght." ™

In the November issue of the
Swedish “Schackbladet’” appears
tbl_!lfoﬂuwing protiy four-move
miziature by F. Palatz. Correct
solutions received by next Wed-
nesday will be acknowledged in
thiz column. i

The: position is—White: King |
on Eimg Rook six, Rooks on
Klrng eighi and Queen HRonk
eight. Black: EKing on_King Bi-
F!I‘!np twn, Pawn on Queen Bishop
six. White mates in four moves.

Prize “Imsanity’ |

Chesz and chess plavers have |
had meore than their share of
peeudo-seientific nonsense writ-
ten abowt them, but we think the
Iollowing Bil of insanity takes
first prize. T& apparently ap-|
peared az & serious fem in “'Tit- |
Bits™ and was reprinted in the
Janu

TASK No. 27—By E. . Bevan

White Mates in Two Moves
{Value 5 points)
Answer to Task No. 25: B-B&

magazine *‘Chess.” We quote:
“Scientists who secured per-
mission to probe the brain of the |
world-beating chess champion |
Richard Rockwoode, after his

| death, found an’ amazing deform- .

ity in it,

“They found that the mole-
cules of one portion of his brain
had aetually arranged {hem- |
selves into & combination of |
squares resembling a chess
board.

“Each of these squares, they
solemnly reported, had certain
marks upon it supposed to repre-
sent the final position of the
chessmen in the last 12 games
Rockwoode had playved and won
while he was blindfalded.

*The arrangement of the atoms
of the brain into the chesshoard
squares enuld only be distin-

guished by the finest miscro-
seopes them available, =aid the
seientists, buil there was not the
slightest doubt apout their exist-
enca,” ]
Machines Never Seen !
The editor of *‘Chesz' asks if
the reader has ever seen such
nonsense, We would answer ves
—many times. During the last
| couple of years several reputahle
| American magazinez and news-
| papers have carried suppozedly
| seientific articles about “‘chess-
playing machines,”” But some-
how or other, nobody seems to
have ever seen onc!
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