el nt ol

5

By FRANK ANDERSON
ln!_lrnntionul Chessmaster

ngbby Fischer, the Ameri-
lan challenger, has moved
into.the lead after this week’s
in the World Chess
pionship in Iceland. Fis-

er has five points after
t match games, with the
World Champion Spassky se-
curing three points. The
match could continue over a
two month period, with a
maximum total of 24 games
being played. However, the
Champion only needs a tie
mateh to hold his title, and
therefore, 12 points for
Spassky would do the trick.
Fischer needs at least 12-%2
points to dethrone the Ruse

sian.. 9
_ This week saw some mas-
erfnl chess play. On Sunday

ses. With the white
s, he varied from his al-
inevitable pawn to king.
r and played a Queen’s
yn opening. This was a
etely new variation in
s repertoire. From th,el
15 clear that this
%l pset Spassky, for: the
played a somewhat
hesltant and passive defense.
That is-all the advantage that
Fischer needed to score a
magnificent positional and
tactical victory after 41
moves.

The seventh match game
on Tuesday was a tre-
ndous fight with Spassky
ying an extremely com-
cated tactical attacking
game _+Spassky’'s pawn to
king four (a Fischer special-
ity) was met by the Sicilian
Defense, a deep unbalanced
opening needing great knowl-
edge and precision by each
player. The Russians clearly !
had prepared an innovation, |
but Fischer's defensive skill
was revealed when he re-
tained an extra pawn and se-
cured a strong and probably
winning position by the 20th
moves -~

ﬂlty for psychologleal'

_championship
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A Week Of Masterful Chess Play”

Flscher Takes A Strong Lead

Spassky. now on the deien-
sive, showed his fighting spir-
it and skill by holding Fischer
to a draw after an arduous
and difficult battle Jasting 49
moves. .

Tn Thursday’s eighth game,

Fischer again opened with his

pawn to queen’s bishop four,
the same opening he had

‘played in the sixth game.
'Spassky was better prepared

for batle until the 11th move.
Fischer pulled an inngvative
move that has never been
seen in master chess when he
moved queen to his king's
bishop four square. The ten-
sion built up as Spassky took
63 minutes to answer this new
move. For the rest of the
game, Spassky was in time
pressure and had far less
time than Fischer to consider
his moves in the complex en-
suing struggle. ...

The * “championships  are
being followed at each move
by a large local group of Fis-
cher fans at Gulf Computer
Sciences. When  Spassky
made a bad error on his 19th
move, one chess analyst,
Charles Coshow, said, “Fis-
cher’s  pressure did it
Spassky has blundered!” The
many onlookers at Gulf Com-
puter Sciences’ conference
hall cheered. Spassky had to
resign on his 37th move.

Fischer' now is two points
ahead in the struggle for the
1972 World Chess Champion-
ship.

The pressure of this match
is enormous. At stake is not
only a record purse of

$250,000, but the prestige of

each player's country. It is
estimated that more than 60
million chess players around
the world are following this
match, move by move. No
where is the interest maore
widespread than in the coun-
tries of the competing play-
ers. Spassky’s fans are many.
More than one million play-
ers competed in the prelimi-
naries and the final Russian
tournament.

.ability and
. Spassky at his own game.

All players have an official
ranking with various ftitles
and grades. There are over
four million classified players
in Russia, compared with
only 35000 in the United
States. The = Russian - state
supports its  professional
chess players with handsome
subsidies and national deco-
rations, Leading chess_play:
ers are treated in a similar
manner to top artists in the
West. '

‘What qualities make a
chess champion? Certainly
the “concentration which a
Grandmaster brings to bear
on the game is somewhat un-
wardly; but another qudmy is
his unbeatable will to win.
Spassky has both qualities in
good measure, as well as per-
sistence. This latter quality
may be the most important
factor in a chess player’s suc-
cess.

In his previous matches,
Spassky has always had a
slow start and produced a
fast strong finish. In the past,
something strange has hap-
pened to all of Spassky's
chess rivals. Whether they
were in excellent form or not,
all of them were ubvipusly
not up to their usual standard
when they met Boris over the
chesshoard. The explanation
lies in Spassky himself. Even

though he was not always at .
his best, his secret strength

lay in his colossal skill in
adapting himself to the differ-
ent styles of his opponents
and thus countering their
plans most efficiently. From
the match results to date, we
can see that Spassky has his
biggest challenge, for Fischer
also has this fantastie adapt-
is  meeting

‘Fischer must be careful, for
Spassky has many facts. In
previous matches, Spassky
has revealed three. He can
play gambits, he can. attack
or defend according to the
needs of the position. He is
not perfect — nobody is —
but he has very good health
and nerves and a strong will.

An indication of this is lus

The public views Spassky
as a well-mannered and
pleasant World Champion.
The Icelandic newspapers
adorn their front pages with
photographs of the genial
champion playing tennis,
fishing for salmon, or attend-
ing a sporting event. Good
looking, young and healthy,
Spassky has no reason to
complain of a life which has
allowed him fo live as at a
perpetual banquet. He makes
friends easily and is willing,
for friendship’s sake, fo
waste his time on ftrifles, All
leading chess players must
have a streak of yuthlessness
in their style of play. How
does the genial Spassky suc-
ceed in chess? when inter-
viewed, he admitted that his
muscles were tense when sit-
ting at a chesshoard. This
gave him a pleasant psy-
chological confidence,  and
with his great gift nf suim-
ming up every position, he
has within himself a remark-
able inner-calmness.

Boris Spas’éky was born in

+ Leningrad in 1937. At the age

of 4, he learnéd to play chess
by watchmg games played by
older boys. When 9, young
Spassky began regularly to

' attend meetings of the local

chess eclub, His first chess
teacher made a point of not
allowing Spassky’s interest to
become too one-sided. He
tried to broaden his horizons

by selecting books for him to

read, taking him fo the the-

" ater, and giving him an ac-

tive interest in sports. Boris
early showed chess talent and
at age 10, he played former
World Champmn Botvinnik in
a simultaneous exhibition and
won. Said Botvinnik: “This
boy will become World Cham-
pion.”
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BLACK: Boris Spassky (U.S.S.R.)

Fischer (U.S5.A.)

Bobby Fischer’s dominant position at the end of the sixth
match game, played last Sunday, shows in the chart above.
On his 41st move, Fischer moved his queen one square to
the right (1) and Spassky resigned. Why? Because it was
clear that Fischer was now in a position to threaten Spass-
ky’s black king on two fronts. Whatever Spassky's next
move, Fischer conld move his rook two squares up (2) . ..or
his queen two squares diagonally fo the right (3). Either
move would be fatal to Spassky.

SIXTH MATCH GAME I3 P-AE el 22 g-ph  WeKbch 2/ NnR3 Nepe3
Queen's Gamdit Declinad 3k R{1)-B2 @-K1 2 N=RI (13 3 N-m KB
Wnizer Bobby Flacher, 35 R{2)=B3 - G-01 24 peng [ 1 rEn P-kN3
Black: Baris Spasshy 36 8-01 G-kl 25 QR-K1 =N 5 B2 E-N2

uhive B aek I 0exh W83 26 0w Nx) & 0-0 0-n

L) P 18 Ran rsf 27 B=K2 K=N2 7 P4 oyp

v AP ;;2 - 1 hop Kenil I8 N-RS  PeN} 8 Mup Hat
N=KB3 A0 B-8A KeR1 29 1i-8h -0k 9 it p-m1

B2 &1 g-Bh Resigns 30 niE)-Q6 B-B& 10 8-N5 B=K3
£ BED W HERER

% 32 P-B (8" - R-
::':j SEVENTH MATEH GAME HH O 13 N3 B81).81
b Alal]lin BeTans 34 pxp Pous 18 0-02 P-0R3
[/ ] Vhite: Boris Spassky 35 R-03 Pl 15 Rek3 Paniig
Pat Black: Bobby Flacher 35 p-#3  Nend 16 807 Pep
Bk} Whita  Black 1; :t:]-né w.-! :1 fxf :x:

- 08k 1 Pk P-osh 38 Nx R-88ch 8 PP x
:-g?a T N=KB3 P03 33 K-n2 n-as 19 R{KB1)-Q1 N-D2
PR3 3 P-0h (3 40 H-KBch  K-H3 20 N-n5 Nxf
PP & NP NeKB 41 p-pb P83 21 NxPech ¥-E1
f-n2 § N-Q83  P-QR3 42 n-kG R-B7ch 22 Pxd Kx
K-n2 6 B-ENS  P-K3 &3 k-1 K-8k 23 mef P-REch
Q-8 7 P-BN QN3 bh N-NTch WP 24 B-R1 -84
Pall 8002 QP A5 R-Qhch  K-NG 25 K-42 P-0R4
P05 9 K-N3  g-RG KB N-BSch  K-B§ 26 P-yd B-P8
Q-kz 10 B-03 B-k2 47 R{B)~KY Rm-BEch 27 P-Bd P-E3
R-M1 11 0-6 P-R3 58 K-r2 R-B7ch 29062\ K13
K-Rl 12 8-M P 43 K-N) Draw 29 R(?)-N82  B-N7
N8l 13 N BB Agreed a0 B-i2 P-KR4
P-an 14 PeB5 Pab ) N p-p2 B-P§
Pxp 15 8=NSch  PxB EIGHTH FATCH GAME 32 P-E5ch Px
NeR2 16 NxPeh KBl English Openfng 33 PxPeh K-E4
-0l 17 Kxb N-83 White: Bobby Fisher M pla)end Kb
Rk 18 %i-0b (2] Black: Doris Spassky g? :-:ﬁf‘ﬁ ;‘ﬁ
RiH)-n2 19 Waf (W5) Q-KZ : . Pafe) -2
M o White  BMERE 3 A086.  Mesigns

L] 2] P-RE BNk 1 P-04 P-NE4




