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Berkeley’s Walter Browne is New US Chess Champion

By ALLAN BENSON

International Grand Master Wal-
ter Shawn Browne won the 1974
U.S. Chess Championship, played at
the La Salle Hotel, Chicago, lIli-
inois, July [2-August 1, 1974. He
outdistanced his nearest rivals by an
incredible one and one half points!
I'he single round robin involved 14
of the top 27 players in the country (5
Grandmasters, 3 International
Masters) competing for $8,500 in
prizes by the United States Chess
Federation and the American Chess
Foundation.

Complete Results were: Ist Wal-
ter Browne (2554) Berkeley, 915-314
($2.250); 2nd-3rd Pal Benko (2515)
Jersey City NJ and Larry Evans
(2513) Reno NV, 8-5 ($1.425 each):
4th Anthony Saidy (2430) Santa
Monica, 7'4-5'%4 ($800); Sth-8th
John Grefe (2506), Berkeley, Ken
Rogoff (2490), NY Arthur Bisguier
(2464), Rock Hill NY, and Samuel
Reshevsky (2542) Spring Valley NY,
7-6 ($422.50 each); 9th Norman
Weinstein (2471) Allston MA 6-7
($200): 10th-11th Andy Soltis (2443)
New York NY and Benard Zucker-
man (2427) New York NY 514-71%
($167.50 cach); 12th Kim Commons
(2430) L.os Angeles 5-8 ($150); 13th
Andrew Karklins (2424) Chicago
Hl.., 41584 ($125); 14th Larry
Gilden (2409) Takoma Park MD,

34-914 ($100).

The most brilliant game of the
tournament came in the 9th round,
July 25 between Browne and Bis-
guier. Over the board Walter
Browne found a move overlooked by
Grand Masters and theoreticians for
over 40 years. Look at the diagram
and see iIf you can guess what
Browne’s 14th move is.

White: Walter Browne
Black: Arthur Bisguier
Petroff’s Defense

1 P-K4 P-K4
2 N-KB3 N-KB3
3 NxP " P-Q3
4 N-KB3 NxP
5 P-Q4 P-Q4
6 B-Q3 B-K2
7 0-0 N-QB3
8 P-B4 N-N5
9 PxP NxB
10 QxN QxP
11 R-KI B-KB4
12 N-B3,

According to Keres, White stands a
bit better after 12 N-K5 P-KB3 13 Q-
B3

NxN
P-QB3

12
13 QxN

(See diagram)
In the game Yates vs Kashdan (Hast-
ings 1931-32) continued 14 B-Q2 P-
KR3 (Fine gives 14 . . . B-K3 15 R-

K5 Q-B5 16 Q-K3 Q-B7!asequal) 15
R-K5 Q-Q2 16 QR-KI B-K3 and
now 17 P-QS5 PxP 18 RxB PxR 19
QxP wins according to Sharp, but
after 19, . . 0-0-O the situation re-
mains unclear. Fine also cites 14 R-
K5 Q-Q2 15 P-Q5 O-O (Another un-
certain line runs 15. . . PxP 16 RxB
ch QxR 17 QxP) 16 PxP PxP with
equality.

14 B-R6!!

I talked with Walter right after the

game and he told me that Reshev-
sky’s eyes literally popped out of
their sockets when he saw this move.
Accepting the piece 14. . . PxBloses
to 15 R-K5 Q-Q2 16 QR-K 1 B-K3 17
P-Q5 PxP 18 RxB PxR 19 QxR ch

B-Bl 20 Q-B6 while declining with
14 . . . B-KS5 fails to' 15 BxP R-KN1
16 RxB QxR 17 R-K1 Q-N3 (If 17
... QxR ch 18 QxQ RxB 19 Q-K5
followed by pentration on the queen-
side with 20 Q-B7) 18 Q-N4 0-0-O
19 RxB Q-N8 ch 20 N-K1 R-Q2 21
RxR KxR 22 QxP ch.

14. . . . R-KN1
Having spent 45 minutes calculat-

ing the above variations, Bisguier
plays the only move.

15 R-KS Q-Q2
16 QR-K1 B-K3
17 N-NS§!

If Bisguier didn’t need shock treat-
ment after Browne’s 14th move he
certainly needs it now!

17. ... 0-0-0

Considering 17 ... PxB 18 NxB
PxN 19 RxP R-N2 20 P-Q5 K-B1 21
QxR ch! or 17 ... BxN 18 BxB P-
KR3 19 B-R4 P-KN4 20 B-N3 O-O-
O 21 P-Q5! BxP 22 Q-KS5. Bisguier
decides that it’s time to leave the
center now!

18 NxBP!

Much better than 18 NxB PxN 19
RxP B-B3 with pressure on the
Queen’s pawn

185 . BxN
19 RxB QxP
20 RxB QxQ
21 PxQ PxB
Finally!

22 R-N1!

The combination now over, Browne
proceeds to win the game with fine
endgame technique. But it’s very fast
technique with three minutes left on
Browne’s clock. :

22....R-N4

23 P-KR4

Precise play! Bisguier would retain
undeserved counter chances after 23
R(7)xNP R-N4 24 R(7)xR PxR.

Q¥ R-N4

24 RxR  PxR

25 RxRP  R-Q8 ch
26 K-R2  R-Q7
27 RxRP  RxRP
28 P-R5!

Closing to within three squares of
queening the Rook’s pawn is well
worth the King’s bishop pawn.

AR RxP
29 R-R8 ch K-B2
30 P-R6 K-N3

Avoiding the future possibility of R-
QB8 ch KxR and P-R8=Q.

31 K-R3 P-R4
32 P-N4 P-N5
33 PxP PxP
34 R-K8!

Timely defense, ready to answer 34
... P-N635 R-K3 P-N7 36 R-N3 ch
followed by advancing the Kingside
pawns.

34 R-B8
35 K-N2 R-B2
36 P-N5 R-B4
37 P-R7 RxP ch
38 K-B3 R-KR4
39 P-R8=Q RxQ
40 RxR

Browne’s flag is tetering but has not
fallen, Bisguier resigns with time
control over.
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