





sojourner

by Doug Shaker
Photos by Alan Kirshner

Silicon Valley can add some
strange and wonderful twists to a
chess tournament. In 1999, [ held
the first Sojourner Truth Chess
Tournament for Girls. I sold some
ads in a program/scoresheet, try-
ing to raise money to have more and
better prizes. One of the people I
sold an ad to was an old boss of
mine, Jean Kovacs.

She is now the CEO of an
Internet software company. She is
also the daughter of Zoltan Kovacs,
a chess player who was born in
Hungary and immigrated to the US.
For years, Zoltan Kovacs sponsored
a girls’ chess tournament in
Budapest. The Polgar sisters used
to play in it when they were little.
After Zoltan's death, Jean Kovacs
took over the tournament, made it
a memorial to her father and she
continues to sponsor it today.

When she bought the ad, we
talked a little about the coincidence
of both of us sponsoring girls’ chess
tournaments. The huge surprise

uth Chess

came when she decided to offer, in
her Hungarian tournament, a first
prize that was a trip to the US to
play in my tournament.

She followed through and in
early January 2000, Veronika
Schneider, the 12-year-old winner,
and her coach, WGM Zsuzsa Veroci
arrived in the US. Veronika, with a
rating of 1983, was to play in the
seventh grade section of the So-
journer Truth. WGM Veroci (2361)
was to play in the Region XI
Women's Open being held simulta-
neously.

This year's tournaments were
played January 8% and 9%, 2000.
Over 160 other girls played in the
Sojourner Truth, including girls
from Texas, Oregon. Washington,
Idaho, and, of course, California.
The tournament was organized as a
grade-level tournament, enabling
me to hand out a large number of
first place trophies. The younger

girls, K-6, played a five-round Swiss.
G/30. with all rounds on Saturday,

stival

the 8*. The older girls, grades 7-
12, played a five round Swiss, G/
60, with three rounds on Saturday
and two on Sunday, the 9.

The women’s tournament was
held the same two days as the girls’
tournament. There were thirteen
participants in the Women’'s Open,
more than double last year’s con-
test. The top-rated players were
WGM Veroci, Chouchanik
Aijrapetian (2125), Diane Durham
(1900), last year's champion Collette
McGruder (1824). and Carolyn
Withgitt (1824). The women played
a four round Swiss, G/90, with two
rounds each day.

Saturday was an amazing and
energetic day, with 160 girls, their
parents and coaches, playing in a
large room at the Menlo Park Rec-
reation Center. Space for the tour-
nament was donated by the City of
Menlo Park. At the end of the day,
the following girls had won their di-
visions:

Weibel 1% Grade
Teammates: (Lto R)
Amisha Babbar,
Ankita Roy,

Sarah Wong

Fourth Grade
Winners
(Sharon Tseung
with big 1
place trophy)
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Nf4 34.Re4y (34.Rxc6? doesn't lead
to anything significant 34...Rb7-+) ]
33...Rcc8 34.Bf7 Ra8 35.Rc2 Rd7

36.Be6 Rd6 37.Bf5 Nf43
[137...Rxa3!? 38.Re2 g6 39.Bxd3
Rxd3-+] 38.Be4 Ng6 [38...Rc8!?3
39.Kflu ['39.Bxc6!? is noteworthy
39...Rc8 40.Be4 Rxc2 41.Bxc23]
39...Kg8 [39...Ne7 40.Re2 Rxa3
41.Bxc6 Ral+42.Nel Rxc6 43.Rxe7
Kg8-+] 40.Rc3u [40.Bxc6 Rxa3
41.Bxb5 Ral+ 42.Ke2 Nf4d+ 43.Ke3
Nxg2+ 44.Ke43] 40...Ra6 41.h4 Re6?
[41...Ne7 42.g4yu] 42.Bd3-+ [42.B5!?
must definitely be considered
42...Re7 43.d5 cxd5 44.Nd43]

PROBLEM

C Problem

by Kevin Begley
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R White to move and win!

Solution in the summer issue.

Organizer TD Doug
Shaker and his son
Isaac

42...15?72 allows the opponent back
into the game[42...f5 43.d5 cxd5
44 .Bxb5 Ra8=; 142...Ne7-+] And
White resigned under time pressure.
0-1

McGruder,C (1812)
Veroci,Z (2361) [D86)

2000 Region XI
Women's Open, Round 4
1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 d5

4.cxd5 Nxd5 5.e4 Nxc3 6.bxc3 Bg7
7.Bc4 Nc6 8.Nf3 last book move
8...0-0 9.0-0 b6 10.Bf4 Na5 Black
gets in control 11.Be2 Bb7 12.Nd2
[12.Qc2 c5 13.dxc5 f52] 12...c5

Solution to the
2000 Winter problem:

1.Bg2!
Not 1.Qxh2? stalemate =

Not 1.Kb1? and 1.Kb3? as both
are answered by ...Qc2+! with
equality,

Not 1.Kc3? which fails because
after @xf4 2.Bxb6+ Kb8 3.Bc7+?
can be answered by Qxc7 with
check,

Not 1.Ka3?, 1.Kal?, and
1.Bf2? are all answered by Qxf4
2.Bxb6 Kb8 3.Bc7+ Qxc7 4.Na6+
Ke8 5.Nxc7 Kxc7 when White is
powerless to prevent Kd6, Keb,
and Kxf6, leaving a drawn “bishop
of the wrong color” ending)

13.dxc5 Rc8 14.f3u ['14.Be3!? and
White can hope to live] 14...Bxc3
[14...bxcb?! 15.Qc2] 15.Rcl RxcH
16.Nb3 Nxb3 17.axb3 Bd4+ 18.Kh1
Rxcl 19.Qxcl @Qc83 [19...e5!?
20.Bh6 Re8?% 20.Bc4p [20.Qa3 eb
21.Bh6 ReS8] 20...Qc5 21.Bh6 Rc8
22.Qf4 e6 23.Qgb Qxgb 24.Bxgb
Kg7u [24...b5 25.Rd1 (25.Bxb5?
Rc5-+) 25...bxc4 26.Rxd4-+] 25.Rd 1
eb 26.f4 Rc7u [26...Bxe4!? 27 .fxeb
Bxe5 28.Rel-+] 27.fxe5 Bxe5 28.
Bd8 Rc5? [28. ..Rc8 29. Rd7 Bxe4
30.h4y] 29. Rd7 Bxe4 [29. ..Rab!?
should be investigated more closely
30. Kgl Bxe4 31. Rxf7+ Kh63] 30.
Rxf7+ Kh6 31.h4 The mate threat is
Bgb 31. ..g5 32. Bxgh+ Kg6 33. Rxa7
Rc7 34. Rxc7 Bxc7 35. Kg1 Bd6 36.
Kf2 Beb+ 37. Kg3 Kib 4-14

I had massive amounts of help
from the usual crowd of generous
and dedicated tournament direc-
tors: Frisco del Rosario, Riley
Hughes, Alan Kirshner, Tom
Martell, Rene Plata, Hans
Poschmann and Sujay Roy. My
thanks to all.

...@xf4 (...Qxg2 can be an-
swered by 2.Qf2 +-) 2.Bxb6+ Kb8
(...Kxb6?Nd5+ +-) 3.Bc7+ Qxc7
(...Kxc7? Nd5+ +-) 4.Na6+ Kc8
5.Bh3! (not 5.Nxc7?
which only draws) @d7! (if
Kd8 6.Nxc7 Kxc7, and
White manages to avert
the “bishop of the wrong
color” ending with 7.Kc3
followed by Kd4 +-)
6.Bxd7+ Kxd7 7.Kc3 (or
7.Kc2, or even 7.Kcl1, but
not 7.Ncb+? Kd6 8.Ned+
[8.Nd3 Ke6 9.Nf4+ Kxf6
10.Nxh5+ Kf5! =] Ke5
9.Ng3 Kxf6 10.Kc3
[10.Nxh5 Kifb=] Keb5!
11.Kd3 [11.Nxh5 Kf5=]
Kf4 12.Nxh5.

CORNER

SmMrwOxR7v
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We met Jim Hurt when Jordy
started to play at LERA. Jim was
maybe 75 at the time, Jordy was 6.
and I was of a certain age. And the
things I didn't know: I was about to
embark on a career as a chess Mom.
Jordy was missing a pencil, then an
opponent, then a queen...Jim came
to our rescue, many a time finding
the “missing piece,” or, in the case
of a forfeit, finding an opponent for
an extra rated game...And, by the
way, would [ be interested in being
in charge of trophies for the scho-
lastic players? Would I?! Immedi-
ately, I saw my chance to redeco-
rate the living room. After Jim Hurt.
trophies became this chess Mom’s
best friend. Thanks. to Jim’s idea,
and funding, many a young chess
player has trophies from winning
“D,E,” “Unrated,” and then “C”, “B”
“A” and finally the “Open.” Usually,
but not always, by the time scho-
lastic players are playing in the
Open, they are more interested in
cash and not trophies, but chess
Moms such as myself are always
happy to have something (else) to
treasure and display.

Jim discovered I had a flair for
buying and awarding trophies (No,
Jordy did NOT always take first in
his section!). And, by the way,
would I be interested to take over
donuts, coffee and finally the con-
cession? Would I?! Immediately, I
saw a way to make those hours
spent at chess tournaments into
something more productive. Finally.
an end to useless fretting and nail-

FOR

By

biting and pacing: there were people
to feed!

So,on the first day of every tour-
nament, the kids and I would arrive
extra early to help get the coffee go-
ing, and to help get the men going
setting up tables and chairs. Jim
and [ would fill the coffee urns with
water, and, between the two of us,
manage to carry everything out to
the serving table. He came prepared
to help me out, often bringing sup-
plies of sugar and cream, fresh milk
and coffee stirrers. Then, while reg-
istration was, er, shall we say “in
progress,” Jim and I would make a
hurried dash to check the post of-
fice box for late entries, and then to
the Enteman’s Bakery off Mathilda
Avenue in Sunnyvale. Jim provided
me with a “stake,” back in those
early post-divorce and no child sup-
port days, and pitched for the pur-
chase of several boxes of donuts. It
tickled him to be able to help me
out, and, to get his Senior Discount
card stamped for the effort. Jim
seemed to favor the powdered do-
nuts and we'd sample them (just to
make sure they were fresh, of
course!} during the drive back to the
old LERA site. I'd never mind the
crumbs, the powdered sugar every-
where; he and I deserved our
“snack.” The next day, the morming
rounds always started a tad later
and Jim and I could be more lei-
surely about picking up and sam-
pling the donuts. We'd get the cof-
fee going as usual and it would be
groaning to a finish by the time we

MEMORIAM

JIM HURT

Randy Mont-Reynaud

Ted and Jim Memoires of LERA with

Ted Yudacufski and Jim Hurt (1 ). Photo
by Duncan Oxley

returned. Then, the little red light
would come on, Jim would pro-
nounce the coffee “Ready!” and we
could have a generous sample of
powdered donuts with our fresh
brew. “You sure make this coffee
strong,” was how Jim ackowledged
my predilection, acquired in France,
for the particularly dark espresso
roast I had added to to Folger's.

By the time of Jim's last LERA
tournament, he and [ were experi-
menting with fresh fruit, bottled wa-
ter and nutrient bars in addition to
Enteman’s donuts, which had be-
come a LERA classic...

Somewhere, during all those
years, Jordy finally got to play Jim
Hurt and I remember hovering (as
usual) over the game. That game
was the culmination of many years
of watching Jordy’s progress. Jordy
stepped up to the plate; Jim was 78:
I hovered (what else?) from not too
afar. I was worried my old friend
would lose, I worried that my old
friend would win; it was a good
game, if you were a worrier! Finally,
Jim was gracious, but Jordy lost a
pawn. [ was actually relieved.
though Jordy lost; it just didn't seem
quite fair for youth and folly to tri-
umph over age and wisdom just
then!

They never played again. As far
as | know, Jim saved the (signed)
score sheet; I went further than that,
I sent the game in to the Chronicle,
where it was annotated and pub-
lished by the late George
Koltanowski. Jordy became a Mas-
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HumsoLor County

2000 SCHOOL CHESS CHAMPIONSHIPS

James Bauman

The 3rd annual Humboldt
Count School Chess Championship
was held in Eureka at the Boys &
Girls Club Teen Center on Saturday,
May 20th. This was our largest
turnout ever for any tournament in
Humboldt County. This made orga-
nizers James Bauman and Jerry
Jackson quite happy. We had a to-
tal of 40 students: 25 in the EI-
ementary division, 8 Junior Higher's
and 7 at the High School level. Last
year we had just over 20 so we had
an almost 100% increased in atten-
dance. We hope to keep improving
on that as more schools become in-
volved. To say it's been easy would
not be true as the school system just
doesn’t see the light on just how
much their students can benefit
from chess. Those that have become
involved in chess all speak of how
much chess has done for their stu-
dents but yet the system itself does
so little to promote chess. For in-
stance, every school received flyers
about the tournament and many of
them were visited personally by
myself . When talking to students
not one had been told about the
tournament by their school. Any
suggestions on how to get schools
involved would be appreciated.

Acknowledgement should be
given to those schools and individu-
als who made this possible. First,
to Burt Neimann and the students
of Redway Elementary in Southern
Humboldt. Burt has had a chess
program where he teaches now for
a number of years. Last year
Redway dominated the elementary

division but this year faced tough
competition from a group of Home
Schoolers from Eureka. Redway led
throughout the tournament only to
see the home schoolers come within
a half point at the end of the last
round. Congratulations to Redway
for their 2nd straight Elementary
Team Championship.

Second, to the home schoolers
from Eureka , to Linda Altic their
organizer and to Arthur Burns their
coach. They meet twice a month for
two hours a session at the Eureka
Library. They have 15-20 students
in the program. They formed their
chess program by publicizing it in a
newsletter put out by the Humboldt
Home Schoolers. This was the first
tournament that their students have
participated in and they did very
well. Not only did they finish in sec-
ond place, only a half point behind
Redway in the elementary section:
they tied for first in the Junior High
division.

Third, and possibly the success
story (along with the home
schoolers) of the tournament the
Bridgeville team organized by Vir-
ginia Mullan. John Blakely started
the chess program at Bridgeville and
organized it for the first two years.
Virginia has run it for the last two
years and is responsible for getting
the team together and arranging
transportation to the tournament
site. Bridgeville is a very small
school way out in the boonies some-
where and like Redway have 1 and
1/2 hour of driving time to get to
Eureka. So, it is no small task orga-

nizing a trip to Eureka. Some of
these young people must have to get
up quite early as many of them
probably live quite a distance from
the school where [ assume they meet
before leaving for the tournament.
Why can’t the schools in Arcata,
Eureka and Fortuna get their teams
together? I don’t know. Bridgeville,
also playing in their first tourna-
ment finished fourth in the Elemen-
tary section and tied for first with
the Home Schoolers at the Junior
High level.
At the High School level,
Arcata High School easily took first
place, for the third straight year. All
their players are members or former
members of the Arcata Chess Club.
Terry Wolf, very underrated at
around 1400, easily won his four
matches with Alex Hockenson of
Arcata taking second. Jason
Mondazon of Sunny Brae Jr. High
in Arcata, swept through his oppo-
sition and was crowned the Junior
High Champion. Jason taught by
his father is one of our top junior
players of 2000, and we are looking
forward to what we hope will be
some strong competition in the Jun-
ior Championship which will be held
at the same location in November.
Lonnie Smith of Bridgeville took
second winning the playoff with
Home schooler Hathaniel Wilson
who took home the third place prize.
The current Junior Champion, For-
est Carter from Jacoby Creek School
in Arcata, lived up to his title de-
feating Cody Vella of Redway, who
finished 2nd in 1999, in a tough last

g
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round to remain undefeated in tour-
nament play and to win his second
title, the 2000 Elementary School
Champion. Forest finished with 5
points out of a possible of 5. As the
luck of the Swiss would have it Cody
with a chance to win the tournament
if he could have defeated Forest but
he dropped all the way to 5th with a
score of 3 1/2. Kyle H. Fleck from
Worthington Elementary of Eureka
drew with Cody in the second round
and went on to win the remainder
of his games finishing with 4 1/2
points and claimed second place.

He did not face Forest and was also

Eureka's top individual scorer. Jor-
dan Matteoli ,home schooler, de-
feated Seth McFarland of Pacific
Union in Arcata and, McKye Zastrow
from Bloomfield Elem. in Arcata de-
feated Joe Saban of Redway in the
last round to tie for third place.

Kyle, Jordan and McKye were all
playing in their first tournament as
far as I know. It should also be noted
that it was Jake Pisauro victory in
the last round which gave Redway
the point they needed to defend their
title. Jake finish in a 6 way tied for
sixth place along with Michael
Kubik of Redway, last years 3rd

place finisher, Seth McFarland, Sam
Zublin-Meyer of Mistwood Elem.,
Josh Altic and Peter Wilson both
home schoolers. Thanks again to all
who participated and to Jerry Jack-
son who helped organize and ob-
tained the site. Thanks to the Boys
and Girls Club for donating the site
and to TD Robert Green for donat-
ing his time to help direct the tour-
nament. We had three rooms with a
separate tournament going on in
each room and without Robert’s
help and expertise | do not know
what I would have done.

[Homboldt County School Chess Championships Results

Section Place
High School 1st

2nd
3rd

Junior High 1st
2nd

4th

Elementary 1st
2nd
3rd

5th

Place
High School 1st

2nd

3rd

Junior High 1st
3rd

Elementary 1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th

INDIVIDUALS
Name
Terry Wolf

Alex Hockenson
Trevor Keiber
Joe Serverdia
Jacob Lewis
Sam Beach

Jason Mondazom
Lonnie Smith
Nathaniel Wisan
William Bertain
Mark Gladding

Forest Carter
Kyle Fleck
Jordan Matteoli
McKye Zastrow
Cody Vella

TEAMS
School
Arcata
Eureka
Home schoolers

Home schoolers
Bridgeville
Sunny Brae

Redway

Home schoolers
Bloomfield
Bridgeville
JacobyCreek

School
Arcata HS

Arcata HS
Arcata HS
Arcata HS
Eureka HS
Eureka HS

Sunny Brae
Bridgeville
Home schooler
Home schooler
Bridgeville

Jacoby Creek
Worthington
Home Schooler
Bloomfield
Redway

City
Arcata
Eureka

Bridgeville
Arcata

Redway
Arcata

Bridgeville
Arcata

Home schoolers-team B
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An Intern§t z'han% eaﬁ:l

Editors Note: An interesting and
often heated exchange flared on the
Calchess mailing list in February. It
started as a discussion of the contro-
versial clock rules at the Peoples tour-
nament where digital clocks were not
allowed to be set to time delay mode.
The discussion quickly broadened to
include many other aspect of tourna-
ment organization. I have selected
some of the most intriguing cormments
to be reprinted below.

I'm an old-timer in this area,
having playing in LERA tourna-
ments since the 1960s. I'm a life
member of both the USCF and Me-
chanics’ Institute. Nowadays, I only
have time for one or two tourneys a
year. I agree with Jeff Andersen
about the burden on one’s family,
work life and other commitments
entailed by the traditional eat-your-
weekend format. Yet I am not as
swift as [ used to be, in many re-
spects, and game-in-30 or game- in-
60 is a different kind of fun than a
traditional tournament with slow
time controls.

Personally, | am ambivalent.
Being a few years from retirement
yet, and still caught up in the Sili-
con Valley e-commerce rat race, |
feel the pressure Jeff talks about
evenn more acutely than 1 did 15
years ago. Yet I'd hate to think that
after I retire, and my household is
thereby better able to spare me for
an occasional weekend, there will be
no more traditional tournaments to
play in, only sudden-death. There
is an artistic side to the game, whose
quality deteriorates with time pres-
sure even when the players have
better nerves and skills than mine.

Let me share one reminiscence
from my grad student days. when |
was working a summer job in Ot-
tawa, Canada and played in the New
York State Championship. In the
pen-ultimate round, 1 (an expert)

was paired up against a master, Ivan
Theo- dorovich. He needed a full
point, of course, and chose to try
grinding me down from a level
endgame. Between moves 50 and
60 he declined a couple of draw of-
fers from me. But since he was
probably as old then as 1 am now, 1
had better sitzfleisch. By move 85,
I was riled up and declining his draw
offers. He finally resigned on move
111, after more than ten hours in
the saddle, and I found myself with
a clear half-point lead going into the
final round.

Of course, everyone else had
been waiting for hours for pairings.
[ got twenty minutes for lunch and
then had to sit down to play another
master. Needless to say, he dis-
posed of me handily.

So on the one hand. the tradi-
tional time control gave me the
chance to beat a master at his own
game, an experience I'll never for-
get. On the other hand, it grossly
inconvenienced all the other play-
ers and the directors, and forced me
to play a crucial game when ex-
hausted. Conclusion: I'm still am-
bivalent.

When | return to more regular
participation in tournament chess,
[ plan toequip myself with a Fischer
clock and experiment with using it.
Regards,

Ted Syrett

CalChess should survey its
members about preferences for time
controls, sites, entry fees, prizes, etc.
A survey could be done via internet,
FAX, or snail mail — include a
questionier in the California Chess
Journal to get feedback from the
players who do not attend the large
tournaments where CalChess meet-
ings are held. Presumably there is

rnaments

demand for a variety of tourna-
ments, but a serious concern is a
lack of tournaments for the tradi-
tional enthusiast who wants a clas-
sic affordable tournament with old
fashioned analog clocks and pro-
gressive time controls without sud-
den death.

Walter Wood

[ Let me adopt a different, more
conciliatory tone. Let’s start by tak-
ing a look at the burgeoning atten-
dance at scholastic events. What is
going to happen when all these kids
grow up? Well, the normal things,
of course. Most of them will segue
from childhood into adults with
families and careers, and, of course,
their available time for recreational
chess will diminish drastically.

We must address the problem
of declining adult memberships, and
declining tourney particiapation, as
a simple function of the lack of de-
sirability of long time-control chess
as a recreation option for adults.
Golfers with families and work
committments do NOT spend all
weekend playing golf. Joggers do
NOT spend all weekend jogging.

For many adults with careers
and families to attend to, ANY rec-
reational activity which sucks up an
entire weekend simply is NOT a vi-
able option. It is selfish beyond be-
lief for a spouse to say to his or her
counterpart, "I'm off to play chess
for two days at the 34th Annual
Pocket Change Open in Antioch.
YOU take care of the kids, and ev-
erything else around the house that
has to be done this weekend, while
I am off playing chess.” You can'l
take an attitude like that and stay
married for long.

We need to START focusing on
making tournament chess a legiti-
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mate weekend recreation for adults,
and that means developing short 1-
day tournaments that take about
the same time to complete as a
round of golf: 4 - 6 hours. [ have
put my money where my mouth is
on this one, and I regularly promote
such G/45 tournaments in St. Hel-
ena. These are great events: fun to
play in, and SHORT — we are al-
ways done by 4:00 PM. I offer a flex-
ible prize fund, AND a FIDE Las Ve-
gas -style playoff system to make
sure there are no ties for prizes.
Everyone who has attended has en-
joyed the format.

[ repeat: long time controls are
ONLY appropriate at Goichberg-
style BIG BUCKS tournaments. If
you are paying a large entry fee to
go for the big bucks, then,sure, I can
understand why players would de-
sire long time controls in that situ-
ation.

In this time-is-money society,
spending a lot of money on chess is
unproductive. I once heard some-
one ask Brenda Goichberg how
much a run-of-the-mill chess pro-
fessional in the class of GM
Shabalov makes per year: Brenda
said, “$25,000 tops.” So, there is no
point in saying we should focus on
turning out world-class pros, be-
cause only the fortunate few every
see any real money. For most of us
who play chess, it is a recreational
activity that we INVEST money in,
we never even get close to the plus
column, monetarily speaking. So
let’'s keep our local tourneys short,
unless the prize funds are big
enough to justify long time controls.

Or:e final point on the time de-
lay clock: Time delay clocks negate
the Insufficient Losing Chances rule,
and let the players decide the out-
come themselves.

Jeff Andersen

I'm not a California resident any
longer, and I'm not playing in the
People’s Open, but I'm a former Cali-
fornia resident/player and one of my
friends here from Hawaii intends to
play in the People’s, so perhaps I can
have his proxy and express my opin-
ion.

I agree with you insofar as I pre-

fer time delay play. On ICC, where
the option is even easier, I won't
even play unless it is with an incre-
ment. _

At the same time, I'm an orga-
nizer/director myself. I've enjoyed
the past couple of years where I
don’t have to address insufficient
losing chance claims due to the
prevalence of time delay clocks. At
the same time, I've been very un-
happy over clock owners' and op-
ponents’ unfamiliarity with what is
now to be standard tournament
equipment.

As a matter of course, I would
have to instruct people on the op-
eration of each of the time delay
clocks in use in the tourney - some-
times multiple times throughout
the tournament. Despite that, there
was always someone in each tour-
nament who would screw up or
didn’'t understand operation of the
clocks. Sometimes games were lost
as a result.

In sum, as a player, I prefer time
delay clocks. As a director, I prefer
(by a slight margin) no time delay.
As a result, I take no particular of-
fense to Mike Goodall's decision.
Larry Reifurth

I am trying to get to the heart of
why live tournaments are dying and
the USCF is moribund. I believe the
reasons have to do with time con-
trols and the death of real chess.
Many other chess players feel the
same way. | know dozens of players
who no longer compete because of
sudden death time control. Direc-
tors have been changing the rules,
inserting themselves as a third party
into a two player game. Tournament
attendance as a function of USCF
membership drops. Directors then
fool themselves with bogus explana-
tions for this (the internet, scholas-
tic players, etc.) rather than con-
sider that they may have been wrong
in the changes they made.

Robert [sluggol1@home.com]

* * K

As to the claim that traditional
40/2, 20/ 1 forever controls worked
quite well for many decades:

Yes for the players most of
whom were soundly asleep by 11 pm
on Saturday night and who awoke
at 8 am on Sunday for the first
round. Not so for the directors who
were usually up to 3 or 4 am on
Sunday watching one last game fin-
ish under conventional time con-
trols. The TD would then get to sleep
at about 4 am or so only to rise at 7
am to pair by hand the first Sunday
round.

I consider sudden death a mixed
blessing but the best way to handle
a lot of players in a short week-end
time frame. 1 don't use it out of a
desire to treat players like “cattle”; |
use it to keep my health and to give
most players the best possible play-
ing experience.

Allan Fifield

Actually, I feel perfectly fine
leaving decisions like this up to the
TD. Itis such an enormous pain to
organize or run a tournament, I
think it is fine to let the TD follow
his or her own notions of the per-
fect tournament.

As for the low entry fee tourna-
ment with no sudden death: As al-
ways, the problem is finding a place.
The places I know about are either
thousands of dollars a day or hun-
dreds of dollars an hour. Neither
lends itself well to a low fee tourna-
ment with long time controls. It
would work in donated space, but
it is next to impossible to find do-
nated space.

-Doug Shaker

You are right, even the “People’s”
does not have donated space, and
they probably pay a fortune for a
janitor to clean the bathrooms. What
about chess in the great California
outdoors? (bring your own table,
chair, set, event cancelled by rain)
Walter Wood
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Chess has been called an art.
The shapes of modern pieces were
inspired by columns and horses’
heads from the Parthenon Frieze in
the Elgin Marbles, and patented in
1849 by artist Nathaniel Cook. One
of the “"immortal” games was so ad-
mired by viewers that when it ended
they showered the board and play-
ers with money. Chess is even em-
broiled in copyright dispute. Play-
ers claim it to be a “mutually an-
tagonistic work of art,” the publica-
tion rights of which should belong
to them. Publishers claim that since
it is created in full view of the watch-
ing world it is actually public do-
main at inception. Tournament Di-
rectors argue that since they collect
and evaluate the scoresheets (con-
taining every move of the game) and
its results, they ought to own the
rights.

Chess has been called a sport.
It is a 1500-year-old war game, and
its contestants certainly engage in
mental sport. Former World Cham-
pion Anatoly Karpov routinely lost
between 20 and 30 pounds during
each of his month-long+ title defend-
ing matches. Thinking burns up
calories.

Chess has been called a science.
The Arabs began studying it as such
in the 9th century, cataloguing the
myriad possible opening variation
trees and giving them names. Com-
puter programmers have used chess
as the “benchmark” test for repli-
cating or at least imitating human
thought and intuitive intelligence.

And Wednesday evening, 10

64 Squares

By Keith Halconen

May 2000, at Sonoma State Univer-
sity, 50 miles north of San Francisco
in Rohnert Park. California, a mi-
nor form of chess went up against
some stiff competition for a special
academic acknowledgement.

There was an Accelerated
Reader program, a Claygate-Tran-
sition program supporting self-
knowledge for 6th graders. a French
American Exchange program, a
unique 4-6 Phys Ed program, a
psychologist’'s incredibly creative
Social and Emotional Literacy Pro-
gram with a clever "I caught you
reading” feature, and a $7-million
Wildlife Management Museum
where students do everything, in-
cluding pour the concrete and saw
the wood for the traffic signage,
never mind caretaking the animals.

The Dolphin Kings Chess Club
of Santa Rosa's R.L. Stevens El-
ementary School, represented by
Ms. Kathy Huffstutter, school librar-
ian and club coordinator, and my-
self, a community chess instructor,
received top honors as we were de-
clared winner of the thirteenth an-
nual Jack London Awards for Edu-
cational Excellence. This honor sup-
ports the claim of many who call
chess an educational tool.

As the only two people in the
room who are not credentialed
teachers we were doubly astonished
to have the first Jack London Award
of the new millenium! Though I am
paid for my services by the Wright
District Parent Teachers Club,
Kathy is strictly a volunteer, and the
only unpaid semi-finalist. She man-

ages 60 students who show up ev-
ery Thursday to play chess during
their lunch hour. They fill the school
library, occupying all the tables and
all the floor space as well. Many ar-
rive before school starts each day
to get in a few games in the library
before class.

Exerpt from Professor of Math-
ematics Rick Luttman's juror com-
ments read before presenting our
award:

*I must confess it: when I first
heard that a Chess Club was pro-
posed for the Jack London award. 1
was highly skeptical. | just didn't
see how an activity devoted to what
is, after all, a game could possibly
have the academic merit that is nor-
mally present in programs that 1|
have observed in the past for the
Jack London award.

I have been ‘educated’ on this
point! | have now completely
changed my mind. I find that this
Chess Club at R L Stevens School
is a highly successful and highly ef-
fective vehicle for accomplishing
several important educational goals.
The fact that what underlies it is a
game is part of the point: Children
(especially at the ages to which this
program appeals, 4th - 6th graders)
need a certain razzle-dazzle to be
motivated to learn. A dry and dull
presentation. no matter what its
other virtues, will leave children
unmoved and uninvolved.

“But more — this is not merely
ANY game: this is CHESS. It is un-
doubtedly the most intellectual
game that has ever been invented
in all of human history. Unlike
many games, there is no element of
chance involved, unlike many other
games there is no element of physi-
cal skill involved. Success in this
game depends on only one thing:
how well you think.”

Never missing an opportunity to
wax proud. my acceptance com-
ments:

“In my kids chess class the chal-
lenge is to make 15 minutes of bor-
ing rules and dry tactics memo-
rable, so I pad them out with 30
minutes of completely crazy chess
stories. ‘French and Italian players

Continued on page 26
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US Cness CHampionsHIP t0 be HELD in SEATTLE in OcToBER

NEWBURGH, May 21 - The Ex-
ecutive Board of the United States
Chess Federation has approved a
deal to have the US Championship
held in Seattle in October. The event
will be organized and held by a pri-
vate group of businessmen brought
together by Grandmaster Yasser
Seirawan and a Mr. Oke.

Last October, the Executive
Board canceled the 2000 US Cham-
pionship for financial reasons. This
led the Seattle based Seirawan
group and several other groups to
try to put the championship to-
gether on a private basis.

Two Executive Board members,
Doris Barry and Helen Warren, ex-
pressed opposition to the event be-
ing held at all. In a telephone con-
ference call earlier this month, the
board voted 5-2 to pay travel ex-
penses to allow George DeFeis, Ex-
ecutive Director, to go to Seattle to
negotiate with the Seirawan Group.
Barry and Warren voted not to au-
thorize DeFeis to travel and to ne-
gotiate. Garrett Scott was not in on

by
Sam Sloan

the conference call.

DeFeis went to Seattle and came
back with a agreement. The main
points are as follows:

1. The Seattle Group will incor-
porate by June 15. The name will
be the "Seattle Chess Foundation”.

2. The Seattle Group will pro-
duce proof by August 15 that it has
$100,000.

3. The Seattle Group will have
an option to hold the championship
every year for the next ten years.
However, if the Seattle Group fails
to hold the event in any year, then
the agreement for all future years
will be canceled at the option of the
USCF.

4. Within 60 days after the US
Championship has been held, the
Seattle Group will notify the USCF
whether it intends to hold the cham-
pionship the next year.

5. For the rights to hold the US
Championship, the Seattle Group will
pay the USCF $5,000 per year for the
first five years and $10,000 per year
for the last five years.

6. The Executive Director will be
on the US Championship Organiz-
ing Committee.

7. Standards will be maintained
so that the Seattle Group cannot
hold an “cheap” event in one year
and still retain the rights to future
years.

8. All games from the US Cham-
pionship will be broadcast on the
Seattle Group's website. The USCF
website will link to that website but
will not broadcast the games itself.

Doris Barry, who obviously re-
mains opposed to this agreement,
objected that the games from the US
Championship should be on the
USCF website. However, it was
pointed out that the Seattle Group
hopes to make money from adver-
tising on its website. Therefore, if the
USCF were to insist that the games
be on the USCF website, there would
be no deal. Doris Barry nevertheless
continued to insist that the games
be on the USCF website. Doris Barry
also said that Al Lawrence had been
working on a backup plan.

The Miliennlum Chess Club

Will feature USCF rated, as well as non-rated events, casual play, as well as speed tournaments.
- Beginners and experienced players are welcome.

- Clocks and chess sets will be provided.

- Membership is iree to Milennium Athletic club members.
- Nonmembers are welcome and will be charged a surcharge for each event for use of the

facilities.

For a lall calendar schedule contact Duane Cafania at
107-745-8900 or emall Heatrn@Aol.com

Thursday Eveninings at Milennuim Sports Club 124 Lincoln Road
(exit Magazine Street irom Hwy 80 ) 6;15- 9;45
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ONE

one voO

USCF has always claimed to be
a democratic organization; our mis-
sion statement states, “It is struc-
tured to ensure effective democratic
procedures.” But in practice, the
members have little say in how the
federation is run, as only the Vot-
ing Members (about to become Del-
egates and Alternate Delegates)
elected or appointed by the state
affiliates have the right to vote for
the Policy Board (about to become
the Executive Board). In 1998, the
method of selecting these Delegates
and Alternates was changed; begin-
ning in 2000, all adult USCF mem-
bers will have the right to vote for
their state’s Delegates and alter-
nates. This is a democratization of
the selection of delegates who vote
at the annual meeting, but it still
leaves the election of our Executive
Board as a basically undemocratic
process, for several reasons:

1. When voting for state del-
egates and alternates, in most cases,
a member will have little or no idea
how these delegates and alternates
will vote for the Executive Board. At
the time of the state delegate/alter-
nate elections, the candidates for the
following year’s Executive Board
election are not even known.

2. The vote for the Executive
Board is a secret ballot, so that even
if members contact their delegates/
alternates to express their opinion
as to how their representatives
should vote, the latter are free to
ignore them with no risk of being
defeated in the subsequent election
as a result.

3. In most states, the same del-
egates/alternates, mostly promi-
nent organizers and TDs, tend to be
elected year after year. For example,
this has long been the case in New
York, in which the NYSCA member-
ship has elected the state's USCF
voting members. The overwhelm-
ing majority of New York's current
Voting Members have been elected

I\/IEI\/IB

e by Bill Goichberg

« DEMOCRATIC WAY!

every time they have run, a situa-
tion I believe will not change when
all USCF members in the state can
vote for Delegates/Alternates. There
is nothing undemocratic about
states re-electing the same people
every time, but I can’t buy the idea
that members will be electing the
Executive Board, when all they will
really be doing is repeatedly ratify-
ing who the most popular organiz-
ers and TDs in the state are.

Better Candidates

Many in USCF have long com-
plained that we need higher quality
candidates, especially those promi-
nent in the business world. But our
present system tends to produce
highly politicized elections, in which
many candidates are more adept at
making alliances and telling voters
what they want to hear than in cor-
porate management. This is hardly
surprising when the support of a few
“insiders” may bring a candidate
20% or more of the vote needed to
be elected, and candidates promise
committee assignments to voters (as
one did this year) in the hope of ob-
taining support. If all adult USCF
members are eligible to vote, the
influence of the insiders will be
greatly reduced, and prominent pro-
fessionals who do not wish to play
politics will be more likely to run.

A More Responsive Board

One of the major advantages of
democracy is that those who gov-
ern are accountable to those who
elect them. Do a poor job, and you
won't be elected again. Presently,
we have a structure in which Board
members interested in future Board
service may be responsive to the
voting members, but not to the over-
all membership. Organizers and
TDs are vital to our federation, but
a Board which does not place its top
priority on the needs of the mem-
bership as a whole cannot do its best

for USCF. Most of our membership
is now shut out of the process of
electing the Executive Board, so the
dialogue we need to build a stron-
ger federation is absent on both
ends. Candidates don't need mem-
ber support to be elected, so few are
in touch with the membership about
issues, resulting in few members ex-
pressing opinions or becoming in-
terested in federation affairs. One
Man One Vote (OMOV) will break
this vicious circle, invigorate the
process, and enlarge the pool of
those who care about USCF gover-
nance,

Involving The Membership
Another important benefit of in-
volving all interested adult members
in the political process is that to
some of these, the federation will
become “us” rather than “them.” A
member who is given a voice, and
becomes interested in USCF issues
or candidates, is far more likely to
feel a part of the federation, not just
a customer who subscribes to a
magazine or purchases a chess
book. Especially at a time when
dwindling adult membership has
been a problem, we should not over-
look the possibility that members
who feel included, consulted, or in-
volved in USCF’s mission of promot-
ing American chess will be more
likely to renew and spread the word
than those who do not. Anyone who
has spent much time reading the
chess politics newsgroup has seen
numerous posts to the effect of “Why
should I be a member of an organi-
zation that won't let me vote for its
officers” or “I quit USCF five years
ago and I won't return until I can
vote.” 1 do not contend these are
typical chessplayers (all chess, no
politics is a far more common view},
but even if such opinions represent
only a small minority, and the good
will caused by OMOV raises our
adult membership by just 500 or
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1000, this would be of significant
help.

A Common Message

When the number of potential
voters is small, as it is today, it be-
comes easy for some candidates to
tailor their phone message to what
they think that voter wants to hear.
Unfair attacks are also made by
phone on candidates who are un-
able to respond. With some 50,000
potential voters, the importance of
phone campaigning will be greatly
reduced. The primary media for
camapigns under OMOV will be
Chess Life election supplements and
the internet, both featuring the com-
mon mesage desirable in an honest
campaign.

It Works!

OMOV is not a harebrained
scheme. It's not an unproven, radi-
cal theory, but is a method used
with success by such groups as
Common Cause, Sierra Club, Ameri-
can Philatelic Society, American
Numismatic Association, American
Contract Bridge League, National
Rifle Association, and Handgun
Control Inc.

Now, let's look at arguments
that have been made against OMOV.

An Elite Voter Group?

This argument maintains that,
as Tim Redman wrote in the May
1998 Chess Life, only a select group
of “well informed voters” who “give
up a great deal of energy and time
to serve the Federation” should be
allowed to vote for the Executive
Board. Redman argues, “The confi-
dence in the wisdom of the people
and its transcending any need for
information or restraint has ample
historical precedent: in the know-
nothing populism in this country
during the latter part of the nine-
teenth century, in the belief in the
inherent virtue of the Volk in Ger-
many in the 1920s and 1930s, in
Nixon's “silent majority.”

Redman apparently found it dif-
ficult to provide good examples of
the evils of democracy, as the “know-
nothing” populists had little success
at the polls, the German democracy
of the 1920s was doomed by world-
wide depression after which talk of
the “Volk” making decisions was
just Nazi propaganda. and the “si-

lent majority” was Nixon's way of
claiming endorsement by the voters
of positions they did not necessar-
ily support. None of Redman’s ex-
amples indicates a drawback of de-
mocracy. Nevertheless, there is no
question that in a democracy, vot-
ers do often make mistakes. USCF
is basically an oligarchy governed by
the elite, and here too the voters
have recently made some serious
mistakes. But what is the alterna-
tive? As Churchill said, “Democracy
is the worst form of government ever
devised, except for all the others.”

Regarding informed voters, the
OMOV Committee proposal calls for
a 150 word statement in the April
Chess Life, plus half pages in elec-
tion suplements that will accom-
pany or be inserted in the May and
June issues of Chess Life and equi-
table space on the USCF website.
The internet will be a very signifi-
cant campaign medium; 1 believe
that most USCF members are al-
ready on line, and expect that by the
OMOV
implementation date of 2001, the
overwhelming majority will be. Few
members who are interested will be
unable to obtain information.

The idea that only those mem-
bers who do the most for us or are
best informed can be trusted to vote
is a centuries old, discredited case
against democracy and for oligar-
chy. It is a classic argument used
by the upper economic classes of
many nations to maintain their
wealth and power, and to continue
oppression of the poor. Those who
are denied the vote do tend to be
poorly informed, and this is just the
way those in power like it.

“The Members Don’'t Care”

Another argument frequently
made against OMOV is that most
members care only about playing
chess and will not take an interest
in USCF governance and will not
vote. 1 agree that, given the oppor-
tunity, most members will probably
not vote. However:

1. Any adult member who
wishes to vote for the Executive
Board should have that right.
Whether or not others choose to vote
is irrelevant; we are a democratic or-
ganization and that member has
paid dues and deserves the right to
vote.

2. Member interest in USCF
governance is presently at a low level
because few members are eligible to
vote. If the franchise is extended to
all adult members, many more will
become interested. Presently, only
about 450 members are allowed to
vote, and perhaps 400 will actually
vote. Under OMOV, will 1000 vote,
or 2000, or 50007 No one knows,
but any of these numbers would be
a great step forward for USCF; in-
creased member interest should ul-
timately expand the number of
qualified candidates, and simply al-
lowing this expanded franchise will
make many feel more positive about
USCEF.

“Name Recognition”

Tim Redman says that under
OMOV, “Name recognition, not con-
structive thought, will be the crite-
rion for election to national office.”
Will the overall membership be more
likely to vote for a famous chess per-
sonality than an elite group would?
Perhaps, but in a democracy that
should be their privilege. Surely it
is a gross exaggeration to claim that
name recognition is all that will
matter and “constructive thought”
will no longer be relevant.

I have heard it said that under
OMOV, Harold Winston, who was
supported by most “insiders,” would
not have defeated Yasser Seirawan
in the 1987 election for USCF Presi-
dent. 1 agree that Seirawan would
have done better under OMOV and
may have won. On the other hand,
in 1990 another GM, Max Dlugy,
had most of the “insider” support
and won overwhelmingly. 1 believe
that his opponent, Harry Sabine,
was known by and popular with
players in many states, and that un-
der OMOV he would have had a bet-
ter chance and may have defeated
Dlugy. I don't believe that just be-
ing a GM will make one a lock un-
der OMOV, nor do I think many GMs
want to be on the Board anyway, nor
do I think there is anything wrong
with having a GM on our Board.

“A Disastrous Split?”

Redman writes, “Direct election
could lead to a disastrous split be-
tween the PB and the Board of Del-
egates, which is the legal corporate
board of the Federation, and to con-
tentious and acrimonious annual
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meetings resulting in paralysis.”

Really? The members elect, in
effect, both the executive and legis-
lative branches of government, and
this means the two will be so dra-
matically different in nature that
they will always fight? This sounds
about as accurate as the preamble
to that 1430 British Act, which
warned of “manslaughters, riots,
batteries and divisions” unless the
right to vote was limited to property
Owners.

“It Favors Rich Candidates”

The argument here is that un-
der OMOV, only a wealthy candidate
could afford to send mailings or
make phone calls to 50,000 voters.
Actually, the current system gives
rich candidates more of an advan-
tage than OMOV would. Presently,
the candidate with more money can
afford more and better mailings and
more phone calls, and these may
have a substantial effect, as all vot-
ers can be mailed Lo numerous
times, and most voters can be called.

Under OMOV, with about 100
times as many potential voters. it
would be extremely expensive to
make much impact by mail or
phone: most elections will be de-
cided by internet and Chess Life
campaigning. A single mailing could
cost $20,000 to $50,000. Phone
calls would be even more expensive
and would have to be made largely
by surrogates. Why would anyone
spend that kind of money to become
one out of seven on an unpaid vol-
unteer Board, especially when there
might be a voter backlash against
such excessive spending? A million-
aire willing to spend this much to
be elected could simply donate this
money to worthy chess projects in-
stead, probably an easier and more
constructive road to victory.

Ownership And Empowerment
Redman writes, “Most of our
Voting members and Delegates are
active participants in the state as-
sociations that choose them. With-
out the work of these volunteers,
state groups would have a difficult
time functioning. Without the feel-
ing of ownership and empowerment
in the affairs of the Federation that
their voting gives them, and with-
out the expertise they bring to their
choices, both state associations and

national federation will be impover-
ished.”

The feeling of ownership and
empowerment is important, and this
is a major reason why the federa-
tion will be strengthened when we
reach out to expand such a feeling
to as many adult members as pos-
siblel Why does Redman seem to
assume that expanding the voting
franchise to others will cause our
present voters to feel they are no
longer part of the process?

State Associations

In addition to his above refer-
ences to state associations, Redman
writes, “Direct elections will dissolve
the traditional partnership between
the national and state federations.
The state federations must have a
say and a stake in Federation
policy...”

Most U.S. states abolished in-
direct voting by the State Legisla-
tures for electors for President in the
1820s, feeling it was not necessary
to shield the President from the di-
rect will of the people. Since
Redman wrote his essay, USCF has
alreadyapproved the principle that
all adult USCF members have the
right to vote. not just state associa-
tion members: what is at issue now
is whether we will stick with the
election structure that our nation
abandoned 170 years ago. or join
21st century America in which true
democracy is not feared.

The Chess Life Argument
Redman writes, “The group in
power will control. through the
pages of Chess Life, what the mem-
bers know about the organization.”
This reflects an argument I have
heard from others, that elections
could be decided based on biased
news coverage by our magazine.
This has not happened in the
past, and it was more likely before
the rise of the internet provided a
quick and inexpensive way to
counter any inappropriate coverage.
Our editors have been consistently
sensitive to the requirement of main-
taining neutrality, knowing that any
deviation from this principle will
make them enemies who,even if not
immediately victorious, are likely to
imperil their jobs in the future.

Fear Versus Reality

Most people tend to be conser-
vative and resistant to change. A
major reason OMOV has been de-
feated in the past is that its oppo-
nents have issued forecasts of vari-
ous dire consequences should it be
enacted. such as “a disastrous split
between the PB and the Board of
Delegates,” “contentious and acri-
monious annual meetings resulting
in paralysis,” “dissolve the tradi-
tional partnership between the na-
tional and state federations,” "an
unfair attack on the volunteers who
give up a great deal of energy and
time,” “lessened. not greater, ac-
countability,” and “name recogni-
tion, not constructive thought, will
be the criterion for election to na-
tional office.” The delegates have
feared such grim possibilities and
decided it was better to play it safe
rather than risk real democracy.
even though the experience of other
groups using OMOV has been quite
different than these predictions.

The lesson of history is that for
centuries, those who have cam-
paigned to enlarge the voting fran-
chise have been repeatedly proven
right. When we look back on the
statements made by those defend-
ing the old traditional exclusionary
ways, they now appear absurd. The
battle to democratize our federation
constitutes but a microscopic frac-
tion of a long and continuing move-
ment for democratic change in the
world, and inevitably it will have a
similar end as other struggles- by
those without wealth, women,
blacks, and the many other ethnic
or religious groups that have suf-
fered from discrimination in various
places. Since USCF governs only
chess and not people's lives, we do
not face the same great moral issue
here, but democracy will neverthe-
less prevail before too long; it’s just
a question of when. We have noth-
ing to gain by waiting.

Let’s take this historic step for-
ward now, and send a dramatic sig-
nal to our many critics that USCF
has fundamentally changed, that all
adult members now have a voice.
that we are determined to project a
more positive image, rebuild our
membership base, and do more to
popularize our great game.

Continued on page 26

20

Calitornia Chess Journal * Spring 2000



Scholastic Chess in Northern California

Scholastic Chess in Northern
California will see its most active
summer ever. Numerous individu-
als and groups are running summer
chess camps and classes. Our tour-
nament schedule is packed. On
June 24 will be the first of three
Weibel Quads_(6/24, 7/22, 8/12).
Berkeley Chess will hold the last of
this year’s quads on July 9. OnJuly
15, the Hayward Library_has its an-
nual scholastic chess tournament.
On August 19, the Sacrament Chess
club will hold a summer scholastic.
Even if you cannot participate in any
of these events, [ hope you will spend
the summer studying and playing
chess so you are prepared for the
next school chess year.

Since this magazine is pub-
lished by the Northern California af-
filiate of the United States Chess
Federation, I did not feel it appro-
priate to write much about the
breakaway Chess Education
Association’s Nationals in San Jose
before it took place at the end of
April. However, since the fledgling
organization held their inaugural
tournament in our area, | must say
a few words. Over 500 players ar-
rived from 16 states, albeit, most
from California. The tournament ran
smoothly thanks to Richard
Peterson’s many years of organizing
experience. The only criticism that
I heard dealt with the lack of space
for parents and teams. Well, a few
parents and coaches said the tro-
phies were too large—the kids loved
them. Our CalChess players shined.
International Master Vinay Bhat
(2475) of San Jose tied with Harry
Akopyan (2314) of Southern Califor-
nia for first place in the High School
Division. Lynbrook High School (San
Jose) won the High School Team
Championship. Bartlett Middle
School of Porterville, which is in
Northern Cal, won the Junior High
School Team Championship. Mat-

by
Alan Kirshner

thew Ho (1917) of Cupertino won the
Elementary School Championship
and Weibel Elementary School (Fre-
mont)_took the team championship.
Ryan Dooley (973} of Berkeley be-
came the Elementary Premier cham-
pion. In the Primary School Cham-
pionship, Weibel Elementary School
(Fremont) finished in first place.
Corey Chang of Mountain View won
the Primary Premier Section, and
Argonaut School (Saratoga) topped
off a great second year as a team by
winning a national championship.
I must admit I am disappointed that
the full results were not posted at
the CEA’s Chess Logic http://
www.chesslogic.com web site. How-
ever, the CEA ratings achieved dur-
ing this tournament are there. |
know that the CEA kept its promise
to mail the bonds to the various
place winner as my son’s arrived in
a few short weeks. Just one final
note, The Chess Education Associa-
tion honored yours truly, Alan
Kirshner, as their national chess
coach of the year.

Back to the US Chess Federa-
tion, I recently received an e-mail
from Ray Orwig, coach of the St.
Mark’s School team. He took a team
to Junior High Nationals in Tucson,
Arizona on May 5-7. He reported
that the tournament had around
1100 players and that the facility
was first-rate with lots of room, both
for the players and the folks in wait-
ing. His team finished ninth of 43,
a solid performance at this presti-
gious event. Ray was proudest, how-
ever, of the fact that this was the
6th time they placed in the top 10
at the Nationals since 1989 and his
players come from such a small
school. If any of you know of any
other teams or individuals who at-
tended any of the US Chess Federa-
tion Nationals this year, I would ap-
preciate your sending me informa-
tion.

On May 27, Charlotte Wood
Middle School (Danville) held its first
ever scholastic quads under the very
able direction of Dennis Alfaro, MD.
One hundred and twenty-eight play-
ers attended. This was a phenom-
enal turn-out for a Memorial Day
weekend. A good part of the reason
for the large number of players was
that Dr. Alfaro did a great job in ad-
vertising the event—lots of e-mails
and he placed applications at every
scholastic event in the area. Things
ran very smoothly, and I am sure
that Dr. Alfaro, boosted by his suc-
cess, will have more chess events
eventually. Dr Alfaro submitts the
following game from his event:

Charlotte Wood
Scholastic Quads
05-27-2000
Round 1

Ewelina Krubnik (1430)
Timothy Ma (1197)

1.d4 e5 2.dxe5 Nc6 3.Nf3 6
4.exf6 Nxf6 5.Bg5 Bcb 6.e3 d5
7.Bxf6 Qxf6 8.Nc3 Bb4 9.Qd2 0-0
10.gxd5+ Be6 11.Qd2 Rad8 12.Bd3
Bg4 13.Nd4 Nxd4 14.exd4 Rfe8+!
15.Kf1 Rxd4 16.Rel Rf8 17.h3 Rf4!
18.f3

18....Bxf3! 19.gxf3 Rxf3+ 20.Kgl1?
(20.Ke2 is better handing material
back but avoiding immediate mate)
Beb5+ 21.Kh2 Rf2+ 22.Qxf2 Qxf2# O
1

California Chess Journal * Spring 2000

21



Authors Note: The following is a
draft of a FIDE documnet. It has not
been signed and apparently never
will be. I received a copy in May and
was asked to keep it confidential.
Several developments have since
taken place which change the situa-
tion and make it unlikely that this will
ever be signed. Therefore, I have
decided to release it now.

The Verification Commission
met in Lausanne on Saturday, April
29. Chairman Nicola Palladino
(Italy), and members Israel Gelfer
(Israel) and Don Schultz (USA) were
in attendance. Also present were
FIDE Executive Director Emmanuel
Omuku and Treasurer David
Jarrett. FIDE's operations for the
year ending December 31, 1999
were reviewed.

Unfortunately, the state of
FIDE'’s affairs have deteriorated dur-
ing the last year. Lawsuits by former
World Champions Anatoly Karpov
and Susan Polgar, increasing debt,
member dissatisfaction with event
management and a decline in the
quality, timeliness and extent of
FIDE services is alarming. On the
plus side FIDE staff remains dedi-
cated and willing to make sacrifices
during difficult times. Individual vol-
unteers continue to lend both finan-
cial and technical support. A new
venture FIDE Commerce is poten-
tially lucrative and far reaching. Fol-
lowing the Verification Commission
meeting, Mr. Berek Balgabaev has
reported to me that President
Ilyumzhinov has transferred
SF400,000 into the FIDE account
thus reducing the money, shown
below as owed to FIDE, by that
amount.

Here are our specific observations
and recommendations:

1) Last year, there was a large

by
Sam Sloan

overdue loan from FIDE to the World
Chess Foundation for SF402,372.
This loan ballooned to SF1,365,659
by year end 1999. During the first
months of 2000, $130,000 was paid
back to FIDE. At a 1.6 to 1 SF to
USS exchange rate, the outstand-
ing balance would be SF1,157,659.
FIDE has now become completely
dependent upon the financial sup-
port of President Ilyumzhinov. If for
any reason that support ends with-
out payment of the outstanding
loans, FIDE will be destroyed. We
recommend that FIDE insist upon
immediate payment.

2) We take note that there does
not seem to be any signed contract
between FIDE and the World Chess
Foundation. We recommend that
this be quickly clarified.

3) We also take note that be-
cause of the bad checks to World
Championship prize winners, FIDE
directly paid several of the players
the amount owed to them. Further-
more, it has not been confirmed that
all the 1999 World Championship
participants have been paid their
prizes and that all bad World Chess
Foundation checks have been re-
turned or otherwise accounted for.
We recommend that FIDE obtain
documented confirmation regarding
confirmation of all 1999 World
Championship payments to the
players.

4) The Anatoly Karpov and Su-
san Polgar lawsuits are in arbitra-
tion. The Executive Director is con-
fident of a favorable outcome in both
lawsuits. However, even if it is fa-
vorable, FIDE’s legal costs will likely
exceed the SF5,000 that was bud-
geted for 2000; the 1999 legal costs
were SF45,757. The potential nega-
tive impact for FIDE of unfavorable
arbitration threatens FIDE's very

existence. We recommend that the
PB re-evaluate the 2000 budget.

5) Regarding FIDE staff in Elista
and Lausanne: While the names of
nine Elista staff members have been
made known to the Treasurer and
have been documented, the associ-
ated job descriptions have not. Fur-
thermore, the role of Mr. B. Balgabev
at the FIDE office is unclear. He was
placed there by President
Ilyumzhinov. It is costing FIDE a
significant amount of money to keep
him there: salary - SF60,000, ac-
commodations - SF20,430, travel -
SF9,052, allocations familiales -
SF6,898 and taxes - SF10,404. In
addition, there is an impact upon
staff insurance and the building up
of a reserve for ex-gratia payments.
We recommend that, barring evi-
dence to the contrary, support of
this position be canceled.

6) The Treasurer reported that
the use of cash and credit cards for
payments is too high. We concur
and recommend that the Executive
Director bring these expenses more
in line with general invoicing and
payment.

7) Last year, the Verification
Commission recommended the es-
tablishment of a three year working
reserve fund of SF2,000,000. This
has not yet been done. We recom-
mend it be done this year with a
fixed amount included in the bud-
get for 2001.

8) We take note that no deposit
or bank guarantee for the 2000
World Championship has been re-
ceived. We recommend that the
World Championship not be held
unless a deposit is made in a timely
manner well in advance of the cham-
pionship. In future years, FIDE
must insist on financial protection
in accordance with guidelines.
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9) The Treasurer has reported
that FIDE’s cash flow is precarious
and worsening. In light of this, we
recommend that cuts to the 2000
budget be made immediately. Sug-
gested areas of reduction are limit-
ing FIDE forums to four instead of
six per year, staff reductions, limi-
tations on travel, limitations on ad-
ministrative costs, cessation of
CACDEC initiatives and curbs on
board expenses. Long range consid-
eration should be given to moving
the FIDE headquarters from a high
cost location such as Lausanne.

10) We take note with dismay
that for purposes of paying the
World Championship Prize Fund, a
Wells Fargo Bank Account in the
name of several individuals was set-
up. This is poor business practice
and in contradiction with a prior
General Assembly directive. We rec-
ommend that FIDE enforce its policy
of having money never routed or
maintained in bank accounts of
individual(s}.
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The House of Staunton
chess sets and boards
were selected for
use on the

11) We take note that the FIDE
Handbook and Directory have not
been updated. We recommend that
this be done as soon as possible, not
only because of their value, but be-
cause income from sales will likely
exceed costs.

12) We have not specifically
commented on details of the FIDE
Commerce Proposal. There have
been substantial input from coun-
tries and interested parties. There
is a need for FIDE to take initiatives
such as this. However, great care
must be exercised to avoid pitfalls
and obtain widespread support.

We complement Treasurer
Jarrett for presenting FIDE's finan-
cial state in a clear concise manner.
We thank Executive Director
Omuku for his help and coopera-
tion.

Respectively submitted,
Nicola Palladino, Chairman
Israel Gelfer, Member

Don Schultz, Member
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Fine Chess Sets From

THE EDITOR'S REPORT

Continued

and again the leadership of
CalChess voted as a block against
giving you a direct say in the affairs
of your federation. I am so disap-
pointed that normally progressive
Northern California supports a feu-
dal voting system. Bill Goichberg
lays out the case for OMOV later in
this issue. As new USCF President
Redman has slowly changed his po-
sition on OMOV from ‘Never’ to
‘Maybe Some Day in Some Distant
Future’, there is some hope for a
long overdue real reform of the
USCF electoral system.

CalChess is in deep need of
tournament directors for the Bay
Area. If you'd like to help direct
chess tournaments, please contact
either Riley Hughes (510-623-1889)
or Doug Shaker (650-854-2545).
Please continue to send your sub-
missions for the CCJ to me at: Cali-
fornia Chess Journal, PO Box 27,
Visalia CA 93279-0027
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Visit our web page at:
www.chesscafe.com
Click on House of Staunton logo.

™ To receive our 50 page color
illustrated catalog send $8.” to:

SO\‘; U.S. Distributor for Jaques of Lono

Acclaimed world-wide as the finest
Staunton pattern chess sets ever produced!

top tables at the
1998 U.S. Open

Chess Championships We also offer an extensive selection
of fine antique chess sets.
See our complete line of products including our

Professional and Player Series chess sets.

Satisfaction guaranteed or your purchase price will be refunded.

El

4" King shown

THE HOUSE OF STAUNTON
2060 Sykes Creek Drive
Merritt Island, Florida 32953
407/452-5549 (voice)
Fax 407/459-1345
e-mail: fcamaratta@aol.com
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Design Copyright € 1997 The House of Staunton
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The Northern California Chess Association

Support Your USCF State Affiliate and receive these Benefits:
Toumament Discounts e California Chess Journal e Youth Chess
E One Year $15 ¢ Two Years $28 ¢ Three Years $41 E
Scholastic One Year $13 ¢ Family $17

CalChess |

Check One: New
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State Zip

Renewal

C.C.J. Submission Policy

Our CCJ copy submission policy re-
mains ‘author friendly’. While our prefer-
ence is for electronic submission, typewrit-
ten or neat handwritten copy is acceptable.
Electronic submission allows you to include
game scores, chess diagrams, and digitized
photos. In general, tournaments submitted
in an electronic format will be allotted more
space. Our preference is for Microsoft Word
files with diagrams created using the Linares
font. Please feel free to contact me if you
have any questions on how to submit mate-
rial to California Chess Journal.

The next deadline for C.C.J.
submissions is October 20, 2000
Allan Fifield, PO Box 27
Visalia, CA 93279-0027

Days: (5659)-651-3300 #371 * Nights:
(559)-734-2784 * FAX: (559)-651-0739

|
|
|
|
AmountEnclosed $ :
|
|
1
|
ol

Mail to: CalChess 2030 Mills Ave.Menlo Park, CA 94025

T For Additional Information Call 650-854-9793 T

CompuServe: 102033,3421
AOL:fifiela@aol.com

Internet: fifiela@jostens.com

Alladin

Continued from page 16

argued for 100 YEARS about pawn
moves!” The story is actually longer
than that; longer than a sentence,
that is. ‘Chess made it to America
50 years BEFORE Columbus!’ ‘The
bishops used to be ELEPHANTS!

“And their eyes really light up
when I tell them, ‘ALADDIN was the
strongest player in the world in
1385! And he wrote all those stories
about himself, HIMSELF! ...in his
spare time, after his day job -attor-
ney to Mongol Conqueror Timur the
Lame! And Aladdin could play FOUR
games of chess ALL AT ONCE!
...BLINDFOLDEDY!

“Crazy stories seem to make the
lesson stick better, perhaps because
THESE STORIES ARE ALL TRUE.

“My friend George Koltanowski,
past president (1950-51) of Santa
Rosa Chess Club, was reigning
Blindfold Simultaneous Chess
Champion of the World when he
passed away in February. Kolty held
the title since 1937 when he played
34 blindfold games at once, draw-

ing 10, winning 24. With his back
to the board Kolty once beat a tough
opponent named Humphrey Bogart,
and NOBODY turned his back on
Bogey! George taught chess to chil-
dren throughout his life. I'll dedicate
my share of this honor to George
Koltanowski.”

Only later, as they were taking
photographs of us holding our tro-
phy. did I notice that at the pinnacle
of the tall central column was the
symbol of Sonoma State University,
usually seen on its stationery with
the motto “Lux Mentis...Lux Orbis”
(Light of the Mind...Light of the Eye).
There atop the pillar was a perfectly
sculpted golden oil lamp alight with
the flame of knowldege. It was
Aladdin’s lamp! ﬂ

Join the
WBCA

US: $15 ($12 under 18 years old)
Foreign, Canada & Mexico: $17
International Under 18 years: $14
Life Memebrship $250 Affiliates $30
All sent second class airmail

NAME

ADDRESS

caary STATE __
COUNTRY VAL
USCFRATING_ _ FIDE __
OTHER RATING

Send all replies to: WB C A
8 Parnassus Road.,
Berkeley, CA 94708
Fax (510) 486-8078

Phone (510) 549-1169
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18th Annuai Sands Regency

WESTERN STATES OPEN
October 20-22
A Weikel Tournament

Don’t Miss This One!

Entry: $130 and below! « 40/2 - 20/1 = Rooms: Under $50!
200 Grand Prix Points = FIDE rated
TOP 15 PLACES PAID IN EVERY CLASS!
TROPHIES TO ALL 1ST PLACE WINNERS!

“THE WEST’S FASTEST GROWING”

EXTRAVAGANZA'!

IM JOHN DONALDSON COMMENTS:
“THIS TOURNAMENT REMINDS ME OF A EUROPEAN CHESS FESTIVAL!”

Look at all these extra’s!!

FREE lecture and Game/Position Clinic by USCF
Hall of Fame member GM Larry Evans!

FREF Post Bulletin sent to each players

FREFE Commemorative pins to each player
FREEF coffee every round

FREE coffee cakes every morning

Sets and boards provided!

Simul’s by visiting GMs!

Toll Free Room Reservations (800) 648-3553

PR

Additional Side Events:
Quick tournament and WBCA Blitz tournament!

For a flyer write or call:
Jerome (Jerry) Weikel, Organizer and Chief TD
6578 Valley Wood Dr., Reno, NV 89523
(775) 747-1405






