SACRAMENTO CHESS NEWS

Yolume IT Iscue 8 5425 8th ive., Sacromento 17 llu.g. 22, 1951

Chess has Dbeen rather slow during the sweer monihs, hence there iz not too
much news to keep the bulletin active. It hos bean over a month since our last
issue; with fall coming on and chess activities on the ineresse, there will be
issues oftener to 'zeep up with the events. There is some interesting news in this
copy, a8 you will find @we hops !}

0lub finances as last reported were $50.50. iloney on hand for the Hews, $1.E-E5
has been combined with club money. Rent collection over $1.45, plus one subserip-
tion $1.00, less 7th Issue 4.00, Rent Loz Cabin wotel 1.00, postasze 60¢, and 100 3¢
stapps laavea $45.91 on hand. Tha 604 poestoge s used tnd.e‘.y in mailing out notices
of dues for the next year. If all dves are prowptly paid, this will put the club
in a good position - finaneially = to meet the expenszes of tournonents and travel
thie f2ll and winter. A4a one porson acts as Sec-Treas-Zditor, your psyment of dues
Juet once for the vhole year will help lighten the worllead considerably. Thile on
the subject of finances, it 1s also the practice now ot the Club to put 25¢ into
the kitty (formerly 1O¢5 to pey the rent, excess over rent goes into Treasury to
help defray costs of thia little paper.

The subject has come up of changing our customary neeting nizht of Tednesdar
to Frildays. This hos been cheelsed with the majority of mewbers -resent each night,
and 1t seems highly favorable. liost state worl-ers wouvld avprove of the change,
and it wonld suit our club President, George Ilynn, as he would be able to attend
neetings. Friday 1s his "night" off, Joelz Hobert could nlso attend club. A4s
most people do not worl: Saturdays nowadars, Fridsy nisht would be a natural. It
could hardly eut our attendance any further, altho Stazs reports ten at last nisht!'s
neeting. Ye Dd attended three straisht weetinns this summer, vhere only three others
were present. It is o 0it discouraging to do that. ilso hard to pay rent!

The 4nnual Dinner is bein discussed. It covld come off shortly, places are
available on very short notice. It should be held before the fall season starts,
and that is only a few short weels awy, The quention of a chance in meeting place
can then be discussed. Vo suggest Tlynn & Ruscell corld worls out the details on
the anmual Dinner. Letls have it soon. How abeut a rapid transit that nightd

C. Copps of Qakland wound up the Northern Celif. Championship with 6413, for
a cinch on first, with Bagby and Schmitt hard on his heecls for a tie, and about
that time the tuurnsmant fell apart, as far as Ye BEd is concerned. The Director
took off for o monthls vacation and really left things uwp in the air, Then it
finally developed that Gee could not arranze a gape except on a weelmight, and
that meant three games in one week, he just came home and stayed there. So our
chess efforts henceforth will be directed elsevhara,

Te are heppy to report that Fell lustin iz bock in full heslth nrmain, and mas
seen playing chess at the Club in a ferocious maitch with Ralph Stazz. Our iuburn
friends, Chemp Russell and side=lzick Hardy continuve to drive dom to play chess.
Johnson is on hand as ususl. Chapman came out of retirement to play asgoinst Log
Cabin and just wlain chewed wp his opponent. If we hadndt lost Ed Czapski we
would be deing fine. Vhat happened to the ileyer<lozen natch? 4nd who is the.
»disputed Chommion of the 0CCL? Jaclson or Strob? The Executive Committee
.7 the COCL will meet at Oa-dale the 3rd Sunday in Septenber.

Does anyone bave any surszestions for o new iiemensive neeting nlace???l



COLMBENTS
by Flynn

Wow L The Forty-liiners sure tool those travelling Log Cabineerg--
41..1%. The amazing nart was that we all figured to lose for certain.
Euatbt the team we lined u» for the match was one of the bzst ever to
reareecent Saoramento,

The Log Cebin club is from Vest Orange, iev Jersey, and is ocom-
nosed of a groun of llve-wire chess fanaties who think nothing of
travelling 8,000 miles to 9lay across the country and back., They
evan get down into Hexico and up into Canada,

And they seldom lose, In 18 matchea wlayed on their 1942 tour,
for instance, Log Cabin lost only two--Toronte and Dsllss, But the
best feature of these Log Cabineers 1s thet they love chess and are
first-rete snortasmen., When they lose a geme or a matehn, they take 1t
right in stride. And you never hear a comnlaint out of them., Just
name the conditions of tihe mateh, and they esccent without question.

In Reno, they nad only six mnlayers and neno nad twenty. What did
Log Cabin do? They sald, 0K, we'll nlay ell twenty. 4and they did.
Juliue Partos nlayed epgeinst 5 or 6 of seno's best in a simultaneous
and yielded only one draw. Julius, by the way, is something of a
genius in several fields, and especilally cliess., He drew with J. B.
Gee here, and the next night with Pafnutieff in San Francisco.

Howerd Rlideout, from Toronto, nlayed second board and ran into
e. blitz by R. E. Russell, Rues has been resting un from chess, and
apoarently the vacation did him good. sldeout scored 7 out of 12
points in the U, 5. Oven at Fort iorth, and took 5th wlace in U. 8.
Open Sweed Chamonionshin. Quite a scaln for Russell %o add to his
collection,

On Board 3, Log Cabin had George Partos, the second of the
chess-nlaying brothers, His opnonent was a gentleman, and lost to
the visitors. Of course, he was outnlayed in the ending which helned
him be courteous. Who was this gentleman of our gang? one other
than Hegsewer George Y, E. Pluribus Unum Flynn, Just by the by, if
Editor Gee runa my game, what about 35,..:1-51 (a tricky move) or
37...8-85 (an obvious move, which draws, I think). You see, if we
loge the game, we can slweys out-analyze then afterwards.

Board 4 hed Milt Heyer playing I, Forry Lauclie (who seems to be
the spark-plug of the Log Cabin team), 1iilt wes at his trickiest and
developed an overwhelming attack, although some »resent claimed Laucks
could have drawn by nervetual checlr, I think Hilt would have figured
something out.

Board 5 wes handled very ably by Bob Burger, who won in what I
belleve was his Tirst clock game. Bob is a terrific nlayer and my only
hove is that he gets a chanece to nrove it one of thege days in tourna-
ment nlay. He 1s going back to school near Chicago this fall, and
maybe he can get some tesm play there,

Dick Chapman oulled some neat shennanigans in winning a woiece
from Ted Miller on Board 6, Ted, who is quite a guy, promotly sacri-
ficed = second niece, hooing Chapman would blunder. But Dick is a
little too steady for thet.

Well, sir, all in all--it was & fine match and we do hone that
Log Cebin comes back next summer, and orobebly they will, Haybe next
time they!'ll bring along some extra-heavy guns, like Weaver adams,
for instance. Yes, ademg has olayed on thelr team,

And vprobably they'll give us & good trouneing, But we won!t mind.
iin, lose, or draw--they!re a greet gang to nlay chess with.

Oh yess, and one thing we particularly anoreciated in the Log
Cabin mateh, The handled the business end of it perfectly. Tiey wrote
J. 3, Gee three weeke shead of time, then wired him from Reno the day
hefore, then celled him on the telephone the minute they reached
Secrsmento. 8o there was no chance of & mix-un on the time and date
of nlay. Detalls like that =re vhet melie the Log Cebin team so populsl
wherever they go.



WHO WAS THE GROUATEST OF T.EHM ALL?
Neil austin

As the modern ers of boxing may be ssid to have begun with James
J. Corbett, so may the modern era of Chess be seid to have begun with
Wilhelm Steinitz., Tournament and llzteh »lay as we now kInow them,
together with the Time Limit, were develomwed during nhis reign as
World Chammion., With the excentlons of .ornhy and anderssen, there l1s
no satigfactory yardstick to measure the zreat nlayers of the nre-
Steinitz neriod.

It would be easier to select the greatest nlayer of liodern Chess,
if 1t wee only necegsary to consider the Tive World Championa from
3teinitz. DBut, due to the fact that Chess has not had much organiza-
tion until recently, there were many great nlayers who did not have
an ovnortunity to nlay for the tifle., Also, even into Laskerts reign,
there were nlayers guch as Zukertort and Tarrasci who were claimants
of the Chamoionshin because of their tournament records. Therefore it
is necessary to conalder not only Steinitz, Lasker, Canablanca, Alelk-
hine, Euwe, and Botwinnik, but slso several of thelr contemworaries.

The first wlayer to be considered would be, of course, the great
Paul Horphy. a8 Enoch laeter said of Rubenstein, for a brief period
he bestrode the chess world like a Colossus, Proebably no other player
ranked so far above his contemporaries as did iforphy. What other
master could nlay five of hisg rivaels in a simultaneous exhibitlon and
get a nlus score? HMorphy lnstinetively understood the theory of the
center, and therein lies his great contribution to Chess. In sovite of
his short career, and the genersl weakness of lhile opnosition, he must
be listed among the greatest. Perhapa the most convineing proof of
this is to cite his superiority over H, E., Bird, who was still able to
defeat Steinitz at Haestlngs thrity-rive years later.

Adolf Anderssen, probably the greatest combinational »nlayer of
all time, suffers by comparison with liorphy end Steinitz, However, he
must be ineluded in any list of great playsras,.

With the nossible exception of alekhine, no master has contribu-
ted to the game ag 4id Steinitz, PFurthermore, he put his title on the
line sgainst every one of his chiefd rivals, which was in contrast to
his successors. Hls superiority iu match nlay was ¢lear, but he was
not the equal of Zukertort in tournament wlay and hardly suoerior fto
Tehigorin and Blackburne in this resnect, Laslker concedes that his
three great contemporaries were superior to Steinitz as vnlayers, but
that Bteilnitz wes able to win beceuse of his greater knowledge of
theory, in which he waes the wioneer,

Zukertort, wes one of the all-time greats, but suffers in commari-
gson with Steinlitz in that he wae not able to defeat him in two matches.
Tchigorin's greatness may be sttested to by the faet thet in sixty
games against S3teinitz, Steinitz had only a »nlus of three games.
Blackburne had a grest match and tournament record, but could never
come close to 3Steinitz in their individual matches,

The early yeacrs of Laslkerts relgn are known as the Golden Age
of Chess. 3teinitz and Tchigorin were still asctlive, Tarrasch and
Pillsbury were in their orime, while Schleoter, Haroczy, J=nowselki,
Teichmann, Charousek, and Harshall were hecoming factors to be reckoned
with., Of a1l these, probably only Tarrassch and Plllabury deserve
congideration among fthe greatest. Tarrasch might have been Champion
had he felt able to travel to Cuba to meet Steinlitz. Certainly, he
was among the best of his time, He has probebly done more for the
average nlayer than anyone else. He was the Great Chess Teacher.
Unfortunately for him, he could not overcome Lasker,

{continue& next nage)




Like Horphy before him, Harry Helson Pillsbury had & brief but
brillliant career, For about seven years, he was among the world's
best, then illness detracted from his play and he died at the age of
34, It was unfortunate that a metch wilth Lasker could not have been
arranged about 1900,

' Emmanuel Lasker nresents one of the great paradoxes of Chess.
Desplite his long and successful career, ne left very few great ganmes,
no contributions to theory. Desoite this, he ranks with the very
reatest. Judging by results he was in a oclass by himself. He was

6 years old, in 1936, before he finished worse than third in a tour-
nament, The only black mark against him wes hls loss of the title
to Capablanca in 1921, after having held it for 26 years, Dven then,
he was able to come beck 2t Hew York in 1924 and win ageinst one of
the atrongest fields in history, It is interesting to note that of
the ten tournanents listed by Reuben Fine zs the most immortant of all
time, Lasker won three of them, finished 3rd in one, and failed to
win a prize in only one, Nottingham 1936. His great vnolnts were a
tremendous fighting aoirit, end his sbility to steer through middle
game complications,

About halfwey through Lesker!s su»nremacy, a new cron of greets
anneared, Aubenstein, Vidmar, Tartalkower, Bernstein, and Limzowich
were to vie with Capablance and Alekhine in the future, of these,
Rubinetein and Nimzowlch are the most deserving of conslderation.
Neither had an ommortunity to meet the chamvnion in a match., Rubinsteln
was nearly in a class by himself a8 & tournament nlayer for a few
yearse. He bproduced a8 many great games as any other wnlayer, However,
hialplay vag not conasistent after about 1914, and his mind graduslly
failed,

Aron lilmzowich is mainly noted for his contributions to theory.
He wes also a great player, but could not quite egqual Capa and alek-
hine in results.

J. R, Canablanca, who succeeded Lesker, was nrobaebly the greatest
hatural player who ever lived, Until his declining years, when asome
of the younger playera defested him, no one had an equal score against
him. He dominated every event he entvered, and it weas even thought that
the rules should be changed because he had eccomnlished the ultimate
in chess knowledge., His one drewback was mental laziness, and after
winning the New York 12927 Tournament, he suddenly succumbed to Alek-
hine in a mateh. _

Alexander Alekhine we=s nrobably possessed of a grester technique
than any other nlayer. His great love for the gcne ccused him to
develop mastery of every phase, He made more contributions to open-
ing theory than anyone else., Hid middle game iras sunerb, while his
endgame nlay was surnassed by perhans only Capeblanca and Rubenstein,
if et 211, He was the greatest attacking nlayer of all time, belng
rivaled only by Tchigorin in this respect, The weak spots in his
armor were a love for the "eouon that cheers", and an overwhelming
vanity, These wealnesses caused his occasional downfalls, as hls
logs to Fuwe in the 1935 match.

Other nlayers such as Reti, Flohr, and Bogoljubow are worthy of
mention, but never reached the heights attained by aAlekhine and
Japablancs.

Dr. Euwe surprised the world by his defest of Alekhine in 19735.
4 great olayer, he was subject to blunders, and has seemingly lost
much of his skill in recent years.

(continued next nage)



O0f the current c¢rop of masters, it is too early to judge thelr
ability. Fine and Reshevaky showed great wromise, but the necessity
of earning a living has proven a great handicav, Paul Keres flashed
brilliantly for a few years, but, like Rubenstein, hes not lived up
to his early form. Botwinnik shcws gigns of heing anong the very great,
but it 1s etill early to judge.

- To get back to the original question, if seems that the answer
lies between Lasker, Capablanca, and aAlekhine. Thelr match and tour-
nament records over long nerlods are unsurvcassed, Closer examination
of the records of these three giants leads one to the concluslon that
year in and year out, if tournaments or matches were to be won, not by
producing the most masternleces, but by winning the most games, the
winner would be Lasker.,

Below are in my oninlon the flrst ten of e2l1 time.

1., Lasker

2, aAleknine
3. Capablanca
4, 3teinitz
5. Tarraasch
6, HRubinsteln
7. Morvhy

8, Tchigorin
9. Pillsbury
10, Zukertort
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Log Cebin C. €. vs Bacramento

august 10
Log Cabin Secranento
1. Partos, J. =N Ges, J. B. %‘
2. ARidout, H. o] Russell, H. E. 2
2. Partos, G. 1 Flyan, G. W, 0-
. Laueks, E, F, 0 Meyer, . O, 1.
g. Blankarn, H. 0 Burger, Bob 1-
e Hiller, Ted g Chavnman, A. R. d-
it )
Log Cebin had White on odd numbered boards.
Partos vs Gee.
1P Qs P QH 21 BxN BxB 11 B W2 WxP 11 PxN 00
2 P Qb P K3 22 @ B5 B K5 12 Nxid QXN 12 W X5 B Q4
E N QB3 1N XB3 zE QxRP Q B 13 N B35y RK 13 BQ3 N B3
B 5 QN Q2 24 N R Q 14 R K K B? 14 P KB4 HNxN
5PK3 BEK2 25 N N3 QB5 15 BxPeh K N 15 BPXN P Qak
6 803 00 6 i R Q nh 16 ¢ b4 H Kb4e? 16 B K2 Q R4
? PxP HxP 27 N X Drav 17 N R6 mate 17 P B4 B @83
8 BxB QxB 1 30 1hyg 124 1 56 18 P Q5 PxP
91NxN Pxl 19 PxP B Q2
10 @ B2 N B3 Russell Vs Ridout- Partos-Flynn- 20 Q N3 P Quk
11 N X2 P B3 1P XK P Q3 1P Qe P Qb 21 P Qahk PxP
12 0-0 B Q2 2P QF ¥ KB3 2P Q34 NILEB3 22QN7 q¢Q
13 ¥ ¥3 P LN3 E i @33 Qi Q2 3 N@gB3 PK 23 KR Q B KNk
1 gR X N H5 N B P Kb B W5 B i2 24 i A3 @ B
15 P K4 @ RS 5P Qrt B K2 5P X PEKR3 25 QN2 RN
16 P KR3 N R3 6 BQ3 P QB3 6 BB B Q2 26 @ B2 R B6
L? RK3I QK 7 0-0 0-0 7 N B3 Px? 27 BRxA PxR
8 KR X P KB4 8 P Qi3 PxP 8 BxP B B3 28 QxNP P QRY
-9 PxBP RxR 9 LxP P Q4 300 N ook 29 R QB P RS
20 RxR NxP 10 PxP Q R4 10 B KN3  NxN 30 @ A3 Q N2




31 RxP Q N6 26 KR Q P KN3 Hear Ye, Hear Ye, Hear Ye
32 Qxq PxQ 27 K B2 R B2 0 Fearless Chessplayers |
33 R B3 P N7 28 RxP BxPch Robin Hood Chess Club of Vorksop
34 R N3 BxPch 29 IxB Reslgne MNottinghamshire, England (near
35 B B2 B BS femous 3herwood Forest) challeng
¥ Bgdk REK Northern Calif, Ch. es the Sacramento Forty-liiners
37 BQ3 P KNN3 Capne ve Gee - to & correanondence match. Any-
38 K B2 B B4 1P Kbk P Kk one welcome to wlay a board. all
32 BxB PxB 2 W K33 U QB3 moves can be handled in one air-
40P Q6 RQ 2 B Il P QR3 mail letter or individually, as
L1 BxP BxB B a N B3 you wish. Cell George Flynn at
L2 RxB P B3 5 N B3 P Qi Gi 3-4788 or Gi 3-5284 if you'd
lpa P K6 RxP 6 B I3 B B4 like to tangle with a pen-pal
LL R NBeh K N2 700 P Q3 from ilerrie 0ld England !
L5 P K? Resigns 8 N Q5 3 KN5 deskaedrirsee et
2 P B3 NxP Our local sveed champ, Aelph
Blankarn-Burger- 10 P KR3  Bxi BStagg, reports there are 169,
1P QB4 N KB3 11 QxB N 4 sie. 8?9,10G 544,000,000,000, GQG
2 N QB3 P Qb 12 I Bbeh Pxi 000 chsible ways 0 nlay your
E P K P Kb 13 QxNeh K X2 first 10 moves in a game of chess,
P Q PxQP 14 P Q4 B N3 (Guess he's something of a matl-
5 QxP N QB3 15 BxN PxB ematician too) alao says he has
6 Q kKB4 B K3 16 PxP Q Q2 tried all of 'em, no good}
‘:_J Iy 1\15 B QB 1? FxPeh Q';(P LTI R R TR R
8 P Q3 B lsch 18 QR Xeh X B3 Some of our better nlayers still
9 K K2 N Ki4 19 @ B3eh q B5 fall to turn in game scores.
10 @ B3 Q Q2 20 g A5 Qi KB??? Are fthey bashful? Or Just lazy?
11 P KR3 Px? 2l Q Réch Resig'ﬂa sardpneees
12 P QA3? Q-Qbnate 136 1:05 How about some more spanial eve-
nts at the Club some night?
Chapman-Miller . Ye Ed would suggest a tournament of 5 minutes per
1P X4 P K4 game for each player, nlayed by clocks of course,
2 N KEB3 W 9B3 Let's have a "5 minute chamnion" of the c¢lub,
2}: 0B3 P Q3 s g s g b
PQ4 BLNS Does anyone else have any suggestiona? I have the
5P Q5 NN rest of this vage to fill, Hate to waste naper)
6 B K2 BxN Guegs I'1ll dig in the serapbox and see what I find.
7 BxB N QR3 CLE T RIRTETEE LT ¥
8 P Qb N KB3 THE PRINCIPLE OF PROPORTIOQN
9 BN5 BK2 (from B, F. Winkelman's [IODERN CHESS)
10 N Q2 P KR3 Certainly no mistsle is made in reading in the
11 B K3 Q Q2 game those strategic orinecinles which underlie
12 B X2 P Kahk every vocation and every aspect of life. Such is
13 P QR4 [ U5 the orineiple of provortion beautifully expressed
14 B QN5 P QB3 by Lasler,
15 PxP iy Briefly, it means that the immediate objective
16 BxH IixB should be provnortioned to onels vosition, equality
17 Pxi Q 5 justifying an effort to turn the wosition slightly
18 Qxq PxQ to our advantage, a slight advantege Jjustifying
19 0=0 B N4 an effort to obtain a larger advantage, and only
20 N B4 K K2 decisive suveriority vermitting the bold bid for a
21 B H? Q KB win that generally culminates the game. Viewed
g2 B=P QR QB rightly this orincinle reveals some of the mental
23 P N5 P KB3 nrocesges underlying mester chess in contrast to
24 Qi @ kR Q the game of the amateur.
25 R Q3 B R3 One orincivle is clear--Dr, Tarrssch expressed

it aptly many years ago. To vlay to win when the position does
not contaln winning elements is a jsure road to defeat.
i Thatl s all for nowsshi=iss
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