CHESS
BARBS

By JUDE ACERS (U.S. Senior Master) themselves. Thus far in the con=

Commentary and annotations on
the ninth match game for the world
chess championship between Boris
Spassky and Robert Fischer by
international grandmaster Lev
Polugaevsky, translated from
“Sovetsky Sport’’, August 3, 1972,
pg. 4.

Following a short break in the

match brought about by the indis-
_position of the world champion,

Spassky and Fischer resumed their
struggle. The challenger sought
to avoid repetition of opening sys=
tems in the ninth contest by an=
swering Spassky’s 1 d4 with the
so=called improved Tarrasch De=
fense.

When Fischer played a risky
pawn move on his ninth turn (bS),
it seemed that Spassky would ob=
tain a tangible positional advan-
tage, but he faltered and failed to
exploit Black’s tainted maneuver,
An unfortunate retreat of hisbish=
op, with consequent loss of time,
cost White his opportunity to build
up an initiative. Fischeractivated
his pieces and succeeded in cas-
tling.

A nearly balanced position was
the end result. Then most of the
remaining pieces were traded off
and it became clear: that the game
would be drawn, leaving the score
of the match at 58=3® in favor of
the challenger. &

Spassky's lack of success in the
first third of the matchcausedhim

considerable.chagrin, not sosnuch-—-

due to the score as to the games

test the world champion is un-
recognizable: gross errors, oc-
casional oversights of a positional
nature, and, at times, a sort of
slackness in dealing with problems
over the board. Yet colleagues
and a great many fans of Boris
Spassky’s talent know him as a
vigorous, attacking grandmaster
with a universal chess style. Nat=
urally, everyone anxiously awaited
the ninth game to see whether
Spassky would overcome his poor
start and at last find his stride.

White: Boris Spassky. Black:-
Robert Fischer., World Cham=
pionship, Match Game No. 9. Reyk-
javik, Iceland, August 1, 1972,
Queen’s Gambit Declined.

1 d4 Nf6 2 c4 e6 3Nf3dS
4 Nc3(A) c5(B) S5 cdNdS 6 e4(C)
Nc3 7 be cd 8cdNc6(D) 9 Bc4(E)
b5?!(F) 10 Bd3(G) Bb4ch(H) 11
Bd2(I) Bd2ch 12Qd2 a6 13 a4
0-0!(J) 14 Qc3(K) Bb7 15 ab ab
16 0-O(L) Qb6 17 Rabl b4 18
Qd2(M) Nd4 19 Nd4 Qd4 20 Rb4
Qd7 21 Qe3 Rid8 22 Rfbl Qd3
23 Qd3 Rd3 24 Rb7 g5 25 Rb8ch
Rb8 26 Rb8ch Kg7 27 f3 Rd2
28 h4 h6 29 hg hg 30 Drawn(N).

(A) Just as in the first match
game. There is a little finesse
contained in the move. order.
White does not mind a Nimzo-
Indian Defense, but only on con=-
dition that the unpleasant mem=-
ories associated with the fifth game
(3 Nc3 Bb4 4 Nf3 ¢S5 5 e3 Ncb
6 Bd3 Bc3ch) remain buried.

the past Fischer was noted for ex=

~A—fascinarng ~details Tn

ceptional persistence in his choice
of opening variations, the resultof.
a self-assured and obstinate char=-
acter. For the match with the world
champion, however, Fischer has
broadened and renovated his op-
ening repertoire significantly and,
as the course of the match has
demonstrated, he has even altered
(for the time being, at leastl) his
favorite systems by employing a
different opening in each game.
Thus Fischer skirts the line seen
in the first match game  aban-

Position after 9...b5?!
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doning the Nimzo-Indian (but for
how long?) in favor of the improved
Tarrasch Defense of the Queen’s
Gambit ‘Declined.

(C) For some time this move
was out of fashion in chess theory,
which recommended 6 e3 as
strongest here. Spassky proved
in his second match with Petrosian
that 6 e4 is far from harmless,
however.,

—--(D)Black usually plays 8...Bb4 -

ch 9 Bd2 Bd2ch 10 Qd2 O-O

11 Bc4 Nc6 or 11...Nd7, but has
yet to come up with a fully equal-
izing line, Fischer attempts to re=
furbish the whole variation.

(E) This natural development
of the bishop to c4 is passed over
in silence for some reason in
several opening manuals, which
express preference for either 9a3
or 9 Be2. Personally, I vote
strongly for Spassky’s actual move
since on c4 the bishop stands on
its most active square.

(F) Another of Fischer’s pre-
pared variations or only an im=-
provisation over the board? Most
likely the latter, as Fischer took
20 minutes of clock time to make
it. My impression is that his
experiment has only marginal
worth.

(G) Opening strategy requries
special attention to fine points.
Why did Spassky not play the bishop
back a square further? After
10 Be2! White does not lose any
time defending his pawn on d4 and
he can begin operations against the
enemy Qqueen side without hin-
drance, e.g., 10 Be2 Bb4ch 11
Bd2 Bd2ch 12 Qd2 a6 13 a4l b4
14 0-0 0-0 - 15 d5 or 10...Be7-
11 0-0 a6 12 a4 b4 13 d5! These
concrete variations show that Fis-
cher will be hard pressed to rec=
tify the consequences of his arti-
ficial ninth move.

(H) At first glancetradingbish=
ops must seem bad because of the
weakness on c¢5. In fact, thisis
how Black successfully completes
his development and gradually neu=-
tralizes White’s initiative.

(1) If he wishes, White can
risk the sharp complications a=-

RUSS HOPES FOR BORIS

rising from 11 Kfl but in that
case he will have to contend witt
1 Bc3S

(J) Preciselyl White must for=
feit a valuable tempo and so is
denied his last chance for an of-
fensive beginning with 13 O=00=0
14 e5, although even then Black
occupies dS.

(K) Forced. If 14 ab, then 14...
Nd4 and Black has an excellent
game,

(L) After 16 BbS Ralch 17 Qal
Qb6! or 16 Ra8 Qa8 17 BbS Na7
(Quite good, too,is 17...Rc8]) White
has trouble in store for him.
Black’s last move plugs up the
holes and grants equality.

(M) Inasmuch as 18 d5 ed 19
ed bc 20 Rb6 Na5S leads to nothing
substantial, Spassky consents to
simplification. The rest is easy
to understand.

(N) This ninth game was the
only one of the match missing
tension -filled action and ‘‘grand
maneuvers.”’ But it is also plain
that the lull was unintentional,

RAPID TRANSIT CHESS AT
“THE LOFT’": Every Sunday at
2 pm up to 30 players will par=
ticipate in a ‘‘five minute” chess
tourney at The Loft, 5422 College
Ave., Oakland. (If you are coming
from Berkeley, take College past
Alcatraz, about 8-10 blocks on the
left side.) Entry fee is $1 with
Loft owner Gary Orechwa supple-
menting the prize fund for a lst
place award of 100% of entry fees,
2nd of 25%, 3rd of 15% and 4th of
10%. Please bring your own set
and clock. Phone 654-9304 for
more information.



