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 The World Chess Cham-
pionship has changed hands
m Russia to America, Bob-
by Fischer outplaying Boris
Spassky to win the title by
121%-8%. The match was
scheduled for a maximum of
24 games and lasted nearly
that long. Twenty-one games
were needed before Fischer
had the required total to be
crowned Chess Champion of
the World. '
Strangely enough, the final
move in this great chess

el

match was made by tele-

Spassky, as ‘the match
progressed, clearly was more
and more annoyed at the un-
gentlemanly behavior of his
opponent.

However, with the World

“Championship in his grasp, at

last Bobby can relax and ac-
cept some of the multitudes
of offers that have poured in.
No doubt he will participate

din numerous chess exhibi-

tions, playing many games si-
multaneously, as well as
competing in large scale tour-
naments internationally and

'perhaps even have a fry at '

.. sourc

best: They needed to-be, for
without perfect defense, Fis-
cher would have lost this 19th
gameig  However,  Fischer
foug%- with - amazing re-
Iness and managed
to carefully pick up some of

. Spassky’s advanced pawns.

Spassky was a pawn aHead
temporarily in the end game,

. but Fischer soon regained it,

and in the final position,
when they agreed to a draw,’
the game was completely
even. An outstanding per-
formance for both masters!

20th Game

seventh time in the match the
Sicilian Defense was played,
this time by Fischer with the |
black pieces. Each time this |
fighting = defense has been '
tried, the players have used
entirely different variations
in an attempt to upset their
adversary,, This was again
the case foday, for Fischer
{rangpased into “The Four
Knigits Variation” and se-
curedan open active position.
However, Spassky had chan-
ces too, but the exhaustion of
this match finally overtook
him. Spassky wasn't at his

phone. After the 21st game  the movies. ; ¢ best “and made occasional
was adjourned, Spassky and . The 20th game produceda  weak mioves, and RFischer
his assistants analyzed the 19th Game wild melee in the opering took immediate strong advan-

position overnight and con-
cluded that it was lost. The
next day when time came for
resumption, Spassky placed a
phone call resigning the
game and the match.

"1t is not too unusual with
adjourned positions such as
this that are clearly lost for
E: losing player to telephone
is resignation. On the other
hand, a more sporting ges-
ture would have been for:
Spassky to appear on the

In the final days of com-
petition Fischer continued to
relentlessly move forward in
his quest for the World Cham-
pionship. The 19th game on
Sunday was perhaps his most
difficult test, for Spassky
played his most brilliant
game of the mateh. Replay-

ing the game, this  writer is
amazed at how her sur-
ved Spassky’s nt on-

vi )

slaught. Truly Fischer is a

'defensjvjelg well ‘as an at-
o

tacking genius, for not many

stages. At one point.a con-
secutive series of moves saw
two queens, three bishops, a

© knight; and two pawns dis-

appear from the board in a
violent exchange. 1f~ was
clear that Spassky was fight-
ing desperalely for.a win Lo
bring him  back  info (he
match. Fischer emerged
from this tussle with a fairly
polid position that he handjed_
carefully. Spassk§ pushed
forward with his paWwis on

tage of each chance that
came his way. In fact, Fis-
cher created most of his own
chances and, when the
middle game complications
gave him a chance to win a
rook for a bishop and two
pawns, heé did not hesifate.
Normally, the rook would not
be sufficient against such ma-
terial force, but Fischer had
a highly mobile position and
swung his pieces across the)
board with violent .accuracy.

stage, resign, shake Fischer’s 1d d both sides, hoping to steam- Fischer's play had to be acs
hand | and ailow the photo  Busery MiE RORC $oUa rollef Bobby into a mistake.  curate, First he had. o 7e:
graphers to have their field draw, in the manner Fischer Fischer didn't make an etror, strain the three pawns on
day: This, however, would empilafe'd. s R and in faet, managed o pyo- Spassky’s queen side, If they
have been difficult because of For the second time in the duce a blocked position that could advance, Fischer mlgh€
the increasing enmity be- e e restricted Spassky’s. mobility be in trouble. Then he had to
tween these two players. match, Fischer played Alek- with his wide ranging bish- advance his king into a more.

Fischer does not have too
many supporters who com-
mend his sportsmanship be-
havior.

hine’s  defense.  Fischer
played a few slightly weaker
moves in the opening, allow-
ing Spassky to build up” a
strong central pawn forma-
tion. Fischer's pieces were
cramped and in attempting to
break loose from Spassky’'s

ops. The game was adjourned
in a position slightly faver-
able to Spassky. In a desper-
ate attempt to win, Spassky
stayed.up all night with his
assistants analyzing every
coneeivable plan to beat Fis-

« cher. The next day when he

active position; also he had tg.
create a passed pawn of his
own. This pawn proved to be
the winner, for its' threat to
advance and become a new
queen was virtually unste
pable. With this fine play th
is so characteristic of Fische

strangle-hold, Fisches  qu downr at the board, they at his best, he played
allowed a brilliant knight sac- played afiother 16 moves, hut!|  fecily and soon ._Spa_sskji’g
rifice by $passky. r Spassky could not break the gan;e was in shambles. They
This game undoubtedly will Fischer defense, At game’s ' adjourned, but overnight
be deeply analyzed for many end, Spassky sat at the hoard ~ wanalysis  soon convincee

months- to come. It is quite
likely that Spassky missed a
better chance that might
have won the game for him,
but Fischer’s moves were
precise and absolutely the

fingering the pieces and falk-
ing with the chief arbiter. 1k
was clear that he had given
his all to win but couldn't
beat the American champion.

21sk/Game
The 21st game, on, Thursday
gave F.'incherhisghnme for
chess immortatity, For the

& Spassky his cause was hopes,

less and -he telephoned . his,
 resignation. Fischer is, the
~ new World Champion, * 2+
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