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ALAMEDAN PROSPERS, PLAYS
DESPITE BLINDNESS, DEAFNESS

Black and Silent
World Conquered
By Somuel W. Bean

By ELINOR HAYESR
Samuel W, Bean I both deat and
Bind—not a sound or =ight bat 5
memory has entered his life since S5
he was 13—but he gets along with

a philasophy amnd jo¥ that
da credit to the most fortunie ™aAn _
in the world

Bean 52 of N7 Sanha Clara|
Avenoe. Alsmoeda, ham? heard &
word in 39 vears Bt he hat romined
fhe ahility %o falk. He never aw
nis wife or two sons Al their
seniles, affoction problems and mor-
mal farmily expresstons could omly |
he Beoaph! te him through their |
fingers trrping words out inlo his
hand |

His world b completely hinck and |
silent or o it would seem. In B
b mas made himsel! a brighl pros-
peroas edtizen  Mis hand, and fhis
s charsctecistic of his whole aftll-
tode toward life, is his only contatt|
with lite amd is held outl = gally
g 1hst of & candidate.
CRAMPION AT CHESS F

Mis M and position towanrd it
possibly i3 piven fia beest ﬂ;ﬂ*l
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Bean ™ot o0 sys ches He! Samuel . Bean (left) has been both deal and blind since
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LIKES TO DANCE
Dances, for one thing. One Pﬂﬂ'l-
ner reporied that he merely asks
whether it is a waltz or fox trot.
swings into it and Srldomﬁumm‘
into other couples. She said that

she tapped the tempo on his shuu]-;' ¥}

der and they got along famously.
In the main, possibly the most
amazing ability of this able man is|:
that he has remembered how to|
talkk all these vyears, clearly even
though in a monotone.
He tells the story of his affliction:
“I was watching some boys on|
a Palo Alto playground when I was|
13. One of the boys picked up =a
rock and threw it, only playing.
It hit me in the head, caused intense |
inflammation and destroyed the
optic and auditory nerves.”
TEACHER PRAISED |
Bean is the son of a former Palo|
Alto contractor and builder. Afterl
his- accident his mother brought|
him to Alameda and he became a|
sfudent at the California School for |
th~ Rlind in Berkeley. |
“T had a wonderful teacher, Miss|
More White. She was blind her-|
go'f" Bean said. “She taught me[
that a handicap is a handicap only!
in the degree in which you allow
it to mastar you.” ’

It was there that he met another L h

voung woman teacher, whom he|> .
later married. That happy marriage |7, :

ended when she died of rheumatic|s™

fever in 1933, leaving two sonms,| s
Samuel Bean Jr. and Earl Ray Bean. |~

“I had a swell wife,” Bean said.

He had two years of study at the "

University of California and ex-':

the lure of living among people led -
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pected fo be a cabinet maker but ' -
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