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Welcome to our special Winter Chess Festival is-
sue featuring a fine report on the Martin Luther King
Day season opener by Cal Chess President Richard
Koepcke. We are also pleased to highlight the best in
local chess from Berkeley to Sunnyvale to Sacramento
to Fresno. On this month’s cover we find Craig Mar
who has been on a roll from second place at the Labor
Day State Championship,to second place at the Me-
chanics Master, to an equal first in the November LERA.
Craig is the chess trenches every weekend and is a major
figure on the Cal Chess scene.

As part of our continuing series on The Crisis In The
USCF ., Riley Hughes has contributed as excellent in-
terview with Cal Chess co-founders Tom Dorsch and
Carolyn Withgitt. The USCF seems to have turned the
corner and to be on a stable financial course. This is
largely due to an efforts of two men — USCF Treasurer
Tom Dorsch and new USCF Executive Director Mike
Cavallo. In The Threatening Letter to Bobby Fischer,
Sam Sloan slams the US State Department hard for
its arbitrary assault on Bobby Fischer’s right to travel
and to make a living. Although Sam overstates his
case a bit, your editor is in general agreement that
Fischer was treated unfairly.

Our next issue will be a special games issue and will
feature games annotated by super GM’'s Vishy Anand,
Boris Gelfand, and Walter Browne The deadline for
submissions for the next issue of CCJ is June 1st. As
you may have noticed I've made a number of changes
in the format of the CCJ and I would love to hear from
you with your comments and suggestions. Please keep
those cards and letters coming!
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After a one year hiatus, the an-
nual Martin Luther King day tour-
nament returned to the Bay Area on
January 10-12. In the past, the
event has drawn no better than 150
to 170 participants. So when we
were looking for a site, the 5000
square feet at the Union City
Radisson looked sufficient for the
tournament. This year the tourna-
ment drew 240 participants which
is more players than any tourna-
ment in the Bay Area has pulled in
the last few years. This was
quite a surprise considering
that a lot of people do not get
the MLK holiday off. On the
second day we had to share
the site with an art event
(strictly the factory generated
kind of paintings) which led
to a lack of extra tables and
space. With help from the ho-
tel staff, we barely scrounged
up the necessary tables and
chairs. And had ten more en-
trants showed up, I'm not
sure where we would have put
them (though my co-organizer
assured me that somehow
we'd find a way to juggle the
boards). Fortunately, we man-
aged to squeeze everyone in
with the facilities that were at
hand.

The tournament itself was
ably directed by Carolyn
Withgitt, David Gross with
some help from the author.
The event came off fairly smoothly
without any major incidents. Sev-
eral participants couldn’t make it
back from the north bay due to
whether conditions on Sunday.
Little did we all realize that this was
the first of many such storms. But
aside from fighting mother nature
on the highways, most of the par-
ticipants enjoyed the tournament.

This year the Master section
produced a three way tie for first

by Richard Koepcke

place between IM Igor Ivanov, Omar
Cartagena and Victor Pupols with
each scoring 4 '2 points. This may
not look like a great result for Ivanov
and Cartagena, but the truth is each
had to play stronger than normal
competition for a weekend Swiss.
That is because almost all the 2400+
types showed up for the 2-Day
schedule and the result was a tour-
nament that could rival the
Linkletter for the first three rounds.

IM Ivanov’s first round opponent

Bughouse is always popular with the younger
set between rounds

was Robert Navarro (2414) and we
weren't using accelerated pairings.
Vinay Bhat, Paul Gallegos and
Walter Shipman each scored 4
points to round out the prize win-
ners by tying for the top Under 2400
prize.

The expert section paralleled the
Master in producing a three way tie
for first at 4 '%.. Robert Kichinski,
Larry Synder, and Edward
Muginsheyn were the winners of
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this section. The ‘A’ section pro-
duced a more normal Swiss result
with Michael Da Cruz and
Osumundo Reyes winning the sec-
tion with 5 4.

Multi-way ties for first were the
standard for this tournament and
the ‘B’ section followed suite with
Edward Lewis, Jesus Cendejas and
Mohammed Shekib sharing the top
spot with 5 points each. The only
section to produce a clear winner
was the ‘C’ section as David Brineger
took first place with a perfect
score of 6. Brad Wilburn fin-
ished in clear second with 5.
Third place was divided evenly
between five players: Latrael
Eagles, David Dunez, Patrick
Macaraeg, Eric Tolentino and
Juan Cendejas at 4 '%.

With 78 entries, the D/E/
Unr section had by far the
most players though most of
the paticipants in this section
were scholastic players who
get a deep discount on the en-
try fee. Ron Lindberg, and
Sergey Frenklakh shared first
with 5 Y2 points. Third pro-
duced a multi-way tied be-
tween Tang Nuygen, Monty
Peckham and Dave Brown
with each scoring 5 points.
Also scoring 5 point was Kah
Loong Chue for the top Un-
rated prize. Second place Un-
rated went to Tony Chan with
3 V2. points.

There were a couple of Blitz
tournaments held during the main
tournament. Friday’s blitz tourna-
ment was a five round double Swiss
and was won by Alan Stein. On Sat-
urday. Arthur Ibragimov and
Kristan Lawson shared first in a
single round seven game Swiss. We
changed to this format for the sec-
ond day as there was more players
and less time to execute the event.
And now for some of the games.m

Photo By Allan Fifield
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SWORD PLAY AT THE SEASON OPENER

This season opener MLK tour-
nament (Jan 10-12 in Union City)
featured a number of sharp but
marginal openings. Here is an ex-
ample from the tournament.

David Preuss [2176]

IM Walter Shipman [2346]
Kings Gambit - C36
Round 1
l.edeb5 2.f4ef 3. Nf3 g5

4.d4 ?!

The more common 4" moves for
white are, 4 h4 and 4 Bc4. In re-
sponse to the latter, black often ac-
cepts the chance to play the famous
Muzio Gambit [4 ... g4 5 d4 gf 6
Qxf3]. At best., white has a draw in
that line, and in the case of the text,
he may have even less when faced
with accurate play by black.

4 ... g4 5. Bxf4 gf 6. @Qxf3

In comparison to the Muzio,
black has time here to try to develop
his queen side. The book move is 6

. db, blocking the a2 - g8 diago-
nal. The move that Shipman plays
also frees the queen bishop, but also
allows black to move the queen
without a further loss of material.
6..d6!?

As far as I know, this has not
been tried before.

7. Bc4?

The margin between success
and failure in this opening is very
small. The text is an error because
it allows white to gain time by
counter attacking in the center. 7
Nc3 offers white a better chance of
maintaining the initiative. A pos-
sible continuation is 7 ... ¢6 [Qf6 8
Rd1 transposes] 8. Be4 Q6 9. Rd1

by
Richard Koepcke

followed by 0-0.
7 ...Qf6 8. e5

Unfortunately
white can't castle
because of 8 ...
@xd4+ 9. Khl
@Qxc4. So he must
hasten to dislodge
the queen before he
can complete his
development.

8 ...de 9. ed 9f5
10. 0-0 Nc6

11. Nc3 Be6 12. Bd3 Bc5+

13. Kh1 Qg4

White doesn't have enough com-
pensation for the piece. He contin-
ues on for a few more moves hoping
for a blunder by black.

14. Qe4 0-0-0 15. Qel Bb4
16. h3 Qg7 17, Qe2 Bxc3

Removing a potential attacker
from the board before it can get to
e4. Equally good was 17 ... Nge7
since 18. Ne4 Nd5 19. Bgb Be7 is
not terribly dangerous. After the text
black does not have to fear the open
file since it takes too long for white
to redirect his pieces there.

18. bc Nge7 19. Rabl Nd5 20.
Rxb7 (?)

This combination does not work
but the position is lost anyway so
he might as well mix it up a little.
20 ... Kxb7 21. Ba6+ Kb8
22. @b5+ Nb6 23. @xc6 Bd5
24 Resigns.

Not all of these sharp gambits
failed to achieve their end. Here is
an example from the ‘A’ section that
worked out for the attacker.

Neil Regan [1990]

Steven Krasnov [1898]
Scandinavian Defense - BO1
Round 6
1. e4 d5 2. ed @xd5 3. Nc3 Qa5

4.b4 2!

No doubt, one of Neil's at the
board inspirations. Objectively, the
time white gets kicking the queen
around can't be worth the material
investment.

Serious faces as the 4th round begins.

4 ... @xb4 5. Nf3 Nf6é 6. Rbl
Qde

Black has surprising difficulty
developing his queen side after 6 ...
Qa5 7 Rb5 Qa6 8 d4 since 8 ... ¢c6 9
Reb5 b5 10 d5 doesn’t look to good
for him.

7. Nb5 Qe6+?

I don’t see whites compensation
after 7 ... Qd8. The text only helps
white develop the rest of his forces.
8.Be2 Na6 9. 0-0 g6
10. Rel Bg7?

Relatively best is 10...¢c6 11 Nc3
@Qd6 though white has some com-
pensation in this line after 12 Be4.

{ A%@%
Q%

B

11. Nxc7+!

A nice example of a diagonal
clearing sacrifice.
11 ... Nxc7 12. Bb5+ Nxb5
13. Rxe6 Bxe6 14. Rxb5

The smoke has cleared leaving
white with a decisive material ad-
vantage. The rest is just for prac-
tice.

4 ...b6 15. Ba3 Bxa2 16. Qal
Be6 17. Ng5 Bd7 18. Re5 0-0
19. Qel Ng4 20. Rxe7 Rfe8 21.
Nf3 Bf6 22. Rxe8+ Rxe8 23.

Qdl Bb5 24. h3 Be2
25. @el Bb5 26. @bl Resigns
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Here is one of the better games
from one of the eventual co-winners
of the expert section.

Steve Gaffagan [2063]
Robert Kichinski [2137]
Ruy Lopez, Schliemann - C63
Round 4

1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bb5 {5

Kichinski has been playing this
for years, so it probably wasn’'t a
surprise to Gaffagan. The problem
is who has time to learn two sets of
openings. just in case your oppo-
nent might play something your not
completely familiar with. Gaffagan’s
solution is to by-pass all of the
theory by playing something that is
supposed to be innocuous.

4. Bxc6 dc 5.d3 ?!

On the other hand. this just nets
white a bad game. 5. Nc3 has got-
ten some attention lately. Other tries
are Qe2 and 0-0.
5..fe 6. de @xdl+ 7. Kxdl Bg4

Black has the bishop pair plus
the initative. White cannot readily
attack the slight weakness at eb,
and he will have trouble completing
his development. These factors lead
me to believe that black is slightly
better.

8. Ke2 Bd6 9. Nbd2 Nf6é
10. Rel 0-0 11 Kfl Nh5

While the knight will look im-
pressive on {4, the subsequent ma-
neuver, Rf6. Raf8 followed by Nxg2
takes too long to organize. Black
might make better progress by try-
ing to interfere with whites natural
plan of development b3 followed by
Bb2. Hence 11 ... ab followed by a4
is an interesting possibility.

12. a3

White can’t proceed with 12. b3
because of the strong rejoinder 12
... Bb4! However, kicking the offend-
ing bishop with h3 followed by b3 is
definitely an alternative worth con-
sidering.

12 ... Nf4 13. b3 Rae8 14. Bb2
Re6 15. Ngl

White’s plan is to play Nc4 with-
out allowing Bxf3. A well motivated
idea. but the downside of this is it
frees the enemy queen rook from
having to defend e5. He would have
been better off playing a waiting
move like Kgl ( 15 ... Nh3+ 16. Kf1
doesn’t change anything).

15 ... Rg6 16. Nc4 Be6 17. Ne3
Rgf6 18. f3 g 19. g4?

19. h3 h5 20. Radl g4 21. hg hg
22. Rd2 provides a sterner defense.
19 ... h5?

Surprisingly, 19 ...
wins a pawn.

20. h3 hg 21. hg Rh6 22. b4

This looks bad, but it is hard to
find a move that doesn't lose out-
right. White doesn’t have time for 22
Ng2 on the account of Bxg4. 22 .Ne2
Rh1+ 23. Kf2 Rh2+ 24. Kfl Kg7 is
also pretty ugly.

22 ... Rh2 23. Radl Nh3!

Building moves like 23 ... Kg7
give white time to organize a defense
(24. Bce3. 25. Rd2). The text wins
material by force.

24. Re2

Not 24. Nxh3 Rifxf3+ winning
more than a pawn.

24 ... Rh1 25. Kg2 Rxgl+
26. Rxgl Nxgl 27. Rf2

Taking the knight immediately
permits the maneuver Rxt3 followed
by Rf4. The text hopes for 27 ... Nx{3
28. Rxf3 Rxf3 29. Kxf3 where white
can try to exploit black’s relatively
bad bishop at d6.

27 ... c5 28. Kxgl

28. ¢3 cd 29. cd c¢b doesn't
change the basic situation.

28 ... cb 29. ab Bxb4 30. Kg2

There is no time for 30. Bxe5 be-
cause black has Beb 31 Re2 Rxf3
winning the knight.

30 ... Bc5 31. Re2 Bd4
32. Ba3?

32. Bxd4 cd 33. Nf5 ¢5 34. {4
offered the last chance for counter
play. It will soon become evident
that white could not afford to leave
blacks bishop on d4.

32 ... Rf7 33. Kg3 b5 34. Nf5 Bxf5
35. gf a5

With the bishop to support it,
this pawns advance cannot be
stopped.

36. Kg4 b4 37. Bcl a4 38. Bgh
a3 39. f6 a2 40. Rg2 al=Q
41. Kf5 @h142. Resigns

Going into the 6'" round, Victor
Pupols and Walter Shipman shared
first with 4 points. Their opponents,
Vinay Bhat and Omar Cartagena.
had to find a way to win with black.
There are several approaches that
might work. One try is to play an
extremely sharp defense to hope to

Rh6 just

lose the op-
position in
t h e
ensueing
complica-
tions. An
alternative
approach is
to play a
quite ma-
neuvering
game,and
hope the
opponent
cracks under the pressure. The
problem with the first track is that
there is often a forced draw avail-
able to white if he is aware of it. In
the Pupols - Bhat game, Vinay opted
for the Petroff defense. But instead
of playing sharply for a win, white
opted for 1. e4 eb 2. Nf3 Nf6 3. Nxeb
d6 4. Nf3 Nxe4d 5. Qe2 where black
had little real chance to drum up
complications. The game quickly
ended in a draw (by way, its not easy
for black to get a draw in this line,
as Keith Mehl's article in the previ-
ous issue of the CCJ shows).
Cartagena also tried to play sharply
and again his opponent forced sim-
plifications. But, not all simplifying
lines are good for a draw, as the fol-
lowing game shows.

Sam Petty with his
favorite magazine.

IM Walter Shipman [2346}
SM Omar Cartagena [2516]
Winawar Gambit - D10
Round 6

1.d4d5 2.c4c6 3. Nc3e5

It used to be that everyone
played 3. Nf3 to avoid this gambit,
but ever since Kasparov - Nikolic
Manila 1992, this gambit has looked
rather dubious.

4. cd

4. de is generally considered the
only way to get an advantage against
Winawar gambit. However, whites
position in the tournament does not
require that he go all out for a win.
4 ...cd 5. e4 de 6. Bb5+ Bd7 7.
de Bb4 8. Bxd7+?

White loses an important tempo
with this exchange as 8. Bd2 e3! 9.
Bxd7+ Nxd7 10. Bxe3 Nxeb 11.
Qa4+ Qd7 12. Qxd7+ Nxd7 is known
to be dead equal.

8 ... Nxd7 9. Qa4 Qa5 10. Qxa5
Bxa5 11. Bd2 Nxe5 12. Nxe4
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Bxd2+

12 ... Nd3+ doesn’t help blacks
cause. The text is better because it
allows black to complete his devel-
opment first.

13. Kxd2 0-0-0+ 14. Kc2 Ne7
15. Ne2

Black has a half tempo lead in
development. How he uses this ad-
vantage to seize and hold the
initative is instructive.
15...f5 16. Nc5 b6 17. Nb3
N7c6 18. a3 Ng4 19. Rafl Rhe8
20. Nc3 g6 21. h3 Nge5 22. Rdl

It appears as though white has
solved his problems. However, the
pure knight ending is also danger-
ous because black enjoys a space
advantage and more active pieces.
22 ... Nc4 23. Rxd8+ RxdS8 24. Rd1l

White is better off keeping a pair
of rooks on the board. After 24. Rel
Nc6-e5 25. Re2 it is hard to see how
black makes significant progress.
24 ... Rxdl 25. Nxd1l Kd7
26. Kc3 Nd6 27. f3?

Now the g2 pawn will be come a
critical weakness. 27. Nd2 is a more
effective way of keeping the oppos-
ing knight off of e4.

27 ... f4! 28. Nd4 Nxd4
29. Kxd4 Ke6 30. Nf2 h6é
31. Ng4!?

White gives up the g-pawn in or-
der to drum up counter play on the
queen side. Passive defense with 31.
Nd3 Nf5+ 32. Ke4 gb 33. Nel feels
like it should ultimately lose. How-
ever that is not the case here be-
cause the white king cannot be fi-
nessed off of the 4™ rank.

31 ... Nf5+ 32. Ke4 g5 33. Neb
Nh4 34. Nc6 a5 35. a4 Nxg2
36. Nd4+?

This turns out to be the deci-
sive mistake. White can still hold the
balance with 36. Ne5 Kd6 37. Kd4
Nh4 38. Nc4+ and now neither Ke6
[ Ke6 39. Ke4 =] 39. Ne5+ nor Ke7
39. Neb Nfb+ 40. Kd5 is winning for
black.

36 ... Kf6 37. Nf5 h5 38. b3
Ne3!

Walter probably missed this
when considering his 36" move. The
pawn ending that arises from 39.
Nxe3 fe 40. Kxe3 Keb is lost, so white
has to move the knight away from
the king side.

39. Nd6 Ke6 40. Nc8

Another lost pawn ending devel-
ops from 40. Nc4? Nxc4 41. bec Kf6
and now neither 42. Kd4 g4 43. {g
fg 44. hg Kgb or 42. h4 gh 43 Kxf4
h3 saves white.

40 ... Nd5 41. Kd4 g4! 42. fg hg
43. hg 3

The point. white has to retreat
so black can gobble up the g-pawn
and still keep his own passed pawn.
44. Kd3 Ke5 45. g5 Kfb
46. Nd6+ Kxg5 47. Kd4 Kf4
48. Ne4 Nc7

With the idea of maneuvering
the Knight to ¢b via either €6 or a6.
Once it gets there, white will not be
able to find a satisfactory method
for stopping the f-pawn.

49. Nf2 Kg3 50. Ne4+ Kg2 51.
Ke5 Na6 52. Kd5 Nc5 53. Nd2
f2 54. Nc4 Kf3

Of course not 54 ... {1=Q 5b5.
Ne3+ though black is still winning
after the Queen comes off the board.
55. Kd4 Ke2 56. Ne3 Nxb3+ 57.
Ke4 Nc5+ 58. Kd4 Nxh5 and
black eventually won.

It cannot be said that this was
a great tournament for IM Igor
Ivanov though he managed to
scramble into a tie for first with the
following game.

IM Igor Ivanov [2587]

SM Alan Stein [2426]
English Opening - A26
Round 6

1. Nf3 Nfé 2. c4 Nc6!? 3. Nc3

On 3 d4 black has either e5 4
de Ng4 with a transposition to the
Budapest defense, or db which is the
Chigorin Defense. There is a fair
amount of theory to both
lines,which is why Ivanov probably
by-passed them. Stein does not play
either opening, but Ivanov didn't
know that.
3..e5 4.e3d6

This line has a bad reputation.
The more main line approaches are
4 ... Bb4 or d5. Both lead to sharp
uncompromising chess.
5. d4 g6

As far as | know, this is a new
move here. The pawn structure re-
sembles the Kings-Indian which is
an opening that Stein has a lot of
experience playing from the black
side .
6. b3 Bg7 7. de Ng4?

7 ... de 8. @xd8+ Nxd8 is close
to equal. The text results in a posi-
tion that resembles a Budapest
pawn structure but with the king
bishop on a less favorable square.
8. Bb2 Ngxe5 9. Nxe5 Bxe5H
10. g3 h5!?

An attempt to mix it up a little.
This idea always suggests itself
when the opposition doesn’t have a
knight on 3. But. in this situation,
white’s control of a fluid center
makes it unlikely that this foray is
going to amount to much more than
a voluntary weakening of blacks
king side.

11. gd2 0-0 12. Bg2 a5 13. 0-0
h4 14.f4

Otherwise 14 ... h3 might be
trouble. Now {3 is available for the
bishop in response to this move.
14 ... Bg7 15. Nd5 hg 16. hg
Be6 17. Kf2

Intending the slow but effective
Rh1-h2 followed by Rah1 and Rh8+.
17 ... Bxd5?

This stops white’s idea but costs
a pawn. The ugly looking 17 ... {6
would have put up more resistance.
18. Bxd5 Nb4 19. Bxg7

Black was threatening 19 ...
Bxb2 20. Qxb2 Nd3+
19 ... Kxg7 20. Bxb7 Rb8
21. Bf3 Qf6 22. Rhl Rfe8
23. Rad1l Re6 24. g4 Kg8

24 ... g5!? is worth considering.
25. g5 @g7 26. Rh3 Rbe8
27. Bg4 Re4

Covering the d4 square. Other-
wise the maneuver Rdhl, followed
by Qd4 will be fatal to black.

28. Rdhl Na6

Hoping to redirect the knight to
{5 or e4 where it can help defend
the king. There is a tactical flaw that
Ivanov immediately exploits.

N

o 3 7
BRA7

R
N

2
% .

29. Bd7! Re7 30. Bc6 R4e6
31. Bd5 Resigns §
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251H PEopPLES CHESS TOURNAMENT

by
Don Shennum

With 170 entries in Open, X.A,B,
and Reserve, the 25th Peoples was
organized and directed by Don and
Laura Shennun. An additonal 112(!)
entries played in the one day Young
People’s Scholastics on Satuday.
Berkeley mayor Shirley Dean
showed up and started the event by
reading the city Proclamation pro-
claiming it People’s Chess Weekend
in Berkeley. The Oakland Tribune
did two writeups on the event (one
before and one after).

Pre-tournament favorite Omar
Cartagena.had an interesting situ-
ation in round 5 versus Jennie
Frenklakh. Jennie playing white
scrambles to just makes her forti-
eth move with her flag barely hang-
ing. It's Omar's move now, as black.
He's got about 4-5 minutes. He
starts thinking. Jennie gets up to
stretch her legs and thens comes
back. Omar’s still thinking, and is
down to about 1 minute now. Sud-
denly his flag falls as he completes
his move. Jennie calls ‘Flag!’. but by
the time she reaches over to stop the
clocks her flag also falls. This is

Photo by Val Zemitis

The always smiling Vinay Bhat
tied for first at the 25th Peoples.

your basic TD ‘nightmare’. After
much discussion with both players,
the tournament director ruled a
time forfeit by Omar. By the way,
he had a crushing position against
Jennie, and she said she was on the
verge of resigning.

OPEN

1st-2nd

Tigran Ishkhanov

Vinay Bhat
3rd-4th

Rich Kelson

Donny Ariel
Under 2300

Jennie Frenklakh

Jim Burden

Tom Stevens
Expert

Bela Evans

Jimmy Plurmb
Best ‘A’

lan Zimmerman

William Whitney
Best ‘B’

Francisco Zulueta

RESERVE

1st

Liam MacDermed
2nd-3rd

Bruce Allen

Kah Loong Chile
Under 1400

Sam Jones

Patrick Webb
Top Female

Martha Lopez

(Prize donated by Don Leiberman)

5-0

4.5-0.5
4.5-0.5.5

CHESS INSTRUCTORS WANTED FOR SEPTEMBER

For elementary school children in the East Bay Area. Must be gond
with kids, which especially includes being able to keep order in a clas-
room of up to 20 kids. Should have a USCF rating and be willing to
teach from the lesson plans provided by the Berkeley Chess School.

Job is part time, minimum one hour per week, 2:00 pm or later, $20.00
per hour lesson.

Own transportation is essential

Contact Elizabeth Shaughnessy
“The Berkeley Chess School”

510-843-0150

\\
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The Best Games of 31st LERA Thankgiving
Class Championships

Annotated by Richard Koepcke

This game contains two sacri-
fices, both of which are sound. Yet
it is not a brilliancy. The reason be-
ing practically all of it is book. In
fact the first deviation is on move
24. Black resigned one move later.

Peter Thiel [2277]
Emmanuel Perez [2412]
Ruy Lopez - Marshall Gambit
C89
Open Section Brilliancy Prize

1l. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bb5 a6
4. 0-0 Be7 5. 0-0 Be7 6. Rel b5
7. Bb3 0-0 8. c3 d5 9. ed Nxd5
10. Nxe5 Nxe5 11. Rxe5 c6
12. d4 Bd6 13. Rel @Qh4 14.g3
Gh3 15. Be3 Bg4 16. Qd3 Rae8
17. Nd2 Re6 18.c4 ?!

More common is 18 a4. The text
does not have a good reputation
because of the following piece sac.

18 ... Bf4

With the pawn on ¢3, this com-
bination would be refuted by 19
Bxd5. Now black has time for the
maneuver Rh6, Qxh2 because white
has to take time out to defend h1l.
19. cd Rh6 20. Qe4 Qxh2+
21. Kfl Bxe3 22. Rxe3 Rf6! 23.
Nf3?

According to John Nunn, white
might survive by giving back the
piece with 23. {3. The text just loses
to the following combination.

23 ... Rxf3 24. Rxf3? [Qxf3 is a
little better] @hl+ 25. Ke2 Bxf3+
Resigns.

The Expert section winner is one
of the more interesting games of the
tournament. In the opening, white
grabbed a pawn that all the books
say is poisoned. Black does indeed
win material a few moves later. How-

ever it turns out that white has a
fair amount of compensation for his
material. After a few causal moves
by black, a very strong kingside at-
tack appears out of nowhere. The
result is a quick knockout, and a
nice demonstration of how long
range pieces can control other sec-
tors of the board from afar.

Chris Black [1926]

Lazar Shnaiderman [2022]
English Opening - A29
Expert Brillancy Prize

1.c4 Nf6é 2. Nc3 e5 3.g3d5
4. cd Nxd5 5. Bg2 Nb6 6. Nf3
Nc6 7. d3 Be7 8. 0-00-0 9. a3

The main line, though not the
only try for an advantage. Recently
a lot of attention has centered
around 9 Rbl. Other moves are Bd2
and Be3. What follows now is a re-
versed classical Sicilian Dragon. The
question is, does the extra tempo
mean anything.

9 ... Be6 10.b4 a5 11. b5 Nd4
12. Nxe5!?

White is not supposed to be able
to take this pawn.

12 ... Bf6 13. f4 Bxe5?

This exchange only helps white.
Better is the more direct 13 ... Nb3
14. Bb2 [ white doesn’'t have enough
compensation after 14. Be3 Nxal
15. Q@xal Nd5 16. Bc5 Be7 17. Ne4
f6 =+] Nxal 15. Q@xal. The ECO
monograph on A29 claims a big edge
for black. However this judgment
looks a little over optimistic. White
has control of the center plus a pawn
for his exchange. A possible con-
tinuation is 15 ... Nd5 16. Nxd5
Bxd5 17. e4 Be6 17 d4 with some
play. Still the line is probably only
good for a draw. More than enough
reason for white to pick a different
12% move.

14. fe Nb3 15. Be3 Nxal 16.
Qxal Nd5 17. Bc5 Re8 18. Ned

Now white definitely has com-
pensation for the exchange. His con-
trol of the central dark squares
makes it very hard for black to find
good squares for his pieces. Black

should probably reclaim the a3-f8
diagonal with 18 ... b6. Instead he
doubles his pieces on the d-file.
18 ... @d7 19. a4

Much strongeris 19. Qc1! Black
cannot afford to grab the b-pawn
since 19 ... Qxb5 20. Nf6+ gf 21. ef
Kh8 22. a4 Qxa4 23. Be4 is deci-
sive. For example 23 ... Qb5 24. Qh6
Qxc5+ 25. Kh1l Nxf6 26. Rxf6 Black
doesn’t have a good defense to the
dual threat 27. Qxh7+ and Bxh7.
19 ... b6 20. Ba3? Rad8?

Black is just winning after 20
... Ne3! Now white can correct his
previous oversight.
21. Qcl! Ne7?

Missing the threat, Bf5 keeps
the balance.

22. Nf6+ gf 23. ef Ng6 24. Qh6

Black has to give up the Queen
to prevent mate. The rest is just for
practice.

24 ... @d4+ 25. Khl Qxf6 26.
Rxf6 Bb3 27. Bb2 Re2 28. Rg6
Resigns.

The remaining brillancy games
are really candidates for the best
game award. However the judge
should not be blamed for not pick-
ing true brillancies, since there were
most likely none to be found.

Hans Poschmann [1789]
Duane Anderson [1683]
Sokolsky Opening
A-B Section Brillancy Prize

1. b4

For as long as I've known Hans
he has been playing this opening. It
has the virtue of avoiding a lot of
theory. Unfortunately there are not
many problems for black to solve
either.
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1...e5 2.Bb2 d6 3. e3 Nf6
4. Nf3 Bg4

An alternative setup would be 4
... 26 5. d4 Nbd7 6. c4 Bg7, followed
by 0-0 and Re8. The bishop move
isn't bad, but it does commit black
to eventually exchanging it In these
Kings-Indian like positions, the
queen bishop is often an important
piece in blacks kingside
counterplay.

5. Be2 Nbd7 6.c4c6 7. a4

This pawn sally does not have
much point with the d-pawn still on
its original square. White is more
likely to get an advantage from 7.
d4.

7 ... Bxf3!? 8. Bxf3 e4 9. Be2
gé 10. 0-0

If white wants to randomize the
position, 10. g4 would do the trick,
however this creates all kinds of
holes around whites kingside.

10 ... Bg7 11.f3 0-0 12. fe Nxe4
13. Bxg7 Kxg7

Black has emerged from the
opening with a compact position
and a development edge. White is
going to have some trouble complet-
ing his development.

14. d3

Now the e-pawn becomes a target.
14 ... Nef6 15. @d2 Qe7 16. Nc3
Rfe8 17. e4 d5!

Very good! Whites pieces are
temporarily loose in the center, so
black rushes to crack open the po-
sition before white has time to con-
solidate with Rael and Bf3.

18. ed cd 19. cd

White doesn’t have any compen-
sation for the pawn after 19. Riel
cd 20. cd Qxb4 21. Rabl Qc5+.

19 ... @xb4 20. Rabl Qd4+
21. Khl Nc5 22. Rf4

Hans misses a tactic. Mixing it
up with 22. Nb5 Qe5 23. d4 offered
reasonable chances for a draw.

74 .

e

X
A

22 ... Nfe4! 23. Nxe4 Rxe4
24. Rf3

White will almost certainly lose
the ending that results from 24.
Rxe4 Nxe4 25. Qb2 | otherwise 25...
Nf2+ is mate in four | Qxb2 26. Rxb2
Nd6.

24 ... Rae8 25. Rel?

A catastrophic mistake in a lost
position. 25. Bfl is the only move.
25 ... Rxe2 26. Rxe2 Qal+
27. Resigns

Alberto Cisneros [1103]
Daniel Randall [1264]
Wing Gambit Sicilian - B20
C-D Section Brillancy Prize

l1.e4c5 2. b4 cb 3. d4 Nf6 4.
e5 Nd5 5. Bd3 Nc6 6. Nf3 d6
7. 0-0 de [7 ... Bg4 =+ ] 8. de
Bg4 9. Bc4 Nb6 10. Bxf7 Kxf7
11. Ng5 Ke8 12. @xg4 Nxe5 13.
Qxzb4 g6 14. @b5 Ned7 15. Bb2
Rg8 16. Rel @ec8 17. Nc3 Bg7
18. Nce4 Kf8 19. Nxh7+ Kf7
20. Negb+ Ke8 21. Bxg7 Rxg7
22. Nf6+ Kf8 23. Ne6+ KI7 24.
Nxd7 Nxd7 25. Nxg7 Nf8 26.
@b2 Qc7 27. Re3 Rc8 28.
Rael Rd8 29. Ne6 Nxe6 30.
Rxe6 Qd7 31. Rxe7+ @xe7 32.
Rxe7+ Kxe7 33. @xb7+ Kf8 34.
@b4+ Ke8 35. h3 Resigns

Kenneth Wu [1082]
Mani Subramaniam [Unr]
QGD - Ragozin Var D38
E-F-Unr Brillancy Prize

1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 e6 3. Nf3 d5

4. Nc3 Bb4 5. @b3 c5 6. a3
Qa5 7.Bgb Ne4 8. Bd2 Bc3 9.
Bc3 Nc3 10. bc cd 11. Nd4 Nc6
12. e3 Nd4 13. ed 0-0 14. Be2
Bd7 15. 0-0 Bc6 16. Qb4 @c7
17. Bf3 a5 18. @b3 dc 19. Qc4
Rfc8 20. Be2 Bd5 21. Qd3 Qc3
22. Racl Qcl 23. Rcl Recl 24.
Bdl Rac8 25. h3 R8c3 26.
@d2 Bb3 27. Kh2 Bd1 28. Qg5
Rc8 29. Qa5 Bb3 30. Qb4 Bd5
31. h4 h5 32. gd2 Ral 33.
Qg5 g6 34. g4 Rhl 35. Kg3
Rgl 36. Kh3 Rga 37. Qf6 Rc3
38. f3 Rf3 39. gf3 Bf3 40. a4
Rd4 41. Kg3 Bg4 42. a5 Ra4
43. a6 ba 44. Kf2 Re6 45. Kfl
a5 46. Kg2 a4 47. Kf2 a3 48.
Kg2 a2 49. Kg3 al=Q 50. Kf2
Qc3 51. Kfl Re2 52 Resignsfi

Napa Valley
Quads

by Jeff Anderson

Held on February 21st in St.
Helena, this event paid out $157 to
tournament co-winners Rodrigo
Silveira and Jeff Anderson. Both
players finished the main event with
2.5 points and then drew with each
other in the tie-breaker. Everyone
liked the three round G/45 format
(with G/25 playofts if necessary).
We started at 10:15 am and were
done by 4:30 p.m.!

o
Baburin
vs Berkeley

30 students from the Berkeley
Chess School fought hard
against GM Alexander Baburin at
a simultaneous exhibition on
November 7, 1997 at the Berke-
ley City Club. Six students man-
aged to get a draw against GM
Baburin. They were Aaron Fung,
Simion Kreimer, Kris
MacLennan, Cameron Huey, and
Wesley Chen.

The next deadline for
California Chess Journal
submission is
June 1st
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M 1998 LERA MEMORIAL DAY CLASS CHAMPIONSHIPS

DATE Saturday, Sunday and Monday, May 23, 24 & 25th '

PLACE LERA Auditorium B/160, corner of Mathilda Ave. & Java St., Sunnyvale (take Bayshore Freeway to the North
Mathilda offramp; then go seven blocks north on Mathilda to Java St; B/160 is on the far left corner, 408/747-9167)

DIRECTOR Jim Hun, assisted by Ted Yudacufski (National Tournament Director) of Monterey.

TYPE Six round Swiss with eight separate divisions, each division with its own prizes. In pairing an odd numbered group,
we promote a high player from the next highest group to yield an even number in the odd numbered group.
PRIZES Division: Open Expert A B C D E Unrated
First Prize; $500 $400 $350 $300 $200 $100 $100 $100
A Second Prize:  $300 $240 $210  $180  $I120
Third Prize: $200 $160 $140 $120 $ 80
] The prize fund is based on 160 paid entries. Ifthe paid entries exceed 160 players, then the prize fund will be increased and if the paid

entries are less than 160 the prize fund will be decreased. A player can play up only one class; exception: an unrated player can play
up only into the Open division. A total of eight brilliancy prizes may be awarded, one for each division.

SCHEDULE ITEM STARTING TIME TIME CONTROL
Registration 8 t0 9:30 am Saturday 30 moves in 90 minutes,
w Round One 10:30 am Saturday 30 moves in 60 minutes,
- Round Two 4:00 pm Saturday 10 moves in 10 minutes
Round Three 9:30 am Sunday thereafter
A Round Four 3:00 pm Sunday
Round Five 9:30 am Monday
Round Six 3:00 pm Monday

ENTRY FEES Mail: The entry fee for the Open or Expert division is $40, for the A
or B division is $35, and for the C, D, E or Unrated division is $30, if
mailed by May 17th. If paid Friday morning, all entry fees will be $5
more. The entry fee for K through 6th Graders who have ratings
below 1100 points is $15, and they may play in a separate division.

CONDITIONS  Inorderto start the first round on time, we are incorporating a new policy:
You must be at the registration desk prior to 9:30 am in order to be paired

CAN WHITE MATE IN TWO MOVES

' in the first round. If you arrive after 9:30 am, you will either get a 1/2 point bye, or be paired against another late
m entry. All players must be USCF members or become members at the tournament. CCA ratings may be used at
P the discretion of the tournament director. For more information, call Jim Hurt (970) 285-7041 or Ken Stone (408)

629-5530. 1/2 point byes are available.

SNACK BAR Food and refreshments available at the LERA snack bar.
NEXT EVENT  The next LERA chess tournament will be held in August 1998

5.98 ENTRY FORM

Name Phone USCF Rating

Address City Zip

Name & Date of the last tournament you plaved in: Your Age:

USCF Identity Number Exp. Date USCEF dues: $35.00 - adult , $15 - under 18

EntrvFee*  The Open or Expertdivision is $40.00. the A or B division is $35.00. and the C, D. E, or Unrated Division is $30.00 (Circle vour division).
*If mailed by May 17, otherwise entry fees are $5 more. Make check pavable to LERA Chess Club. Parking is free.

Mail to: Jim Hurt, LERA Chess Club, P.O. Box 60451, Sunnyvale, CA 94088 Amount of check
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Mechanics’
Lunklater

Internatiomnal

by
Jim Eade

The Mechanics’ Linklater Inter-
national, named after a long time
member,and frequenter of the
Institute’s chess room, took place
from February 3rd through the
11th. The International was orga-
nized so that a score of six points
(out of a possible nine) would gen-
erate an International Master norm.

The tournament offered
$2,000 in prize money and
$2,000 in point money .

Interestingly enough, there was
a three way tie for first, at six points
apiece, among Ron Cusi, Omar
Cartagena and IM Guillermo Rey.
Guillermo didn’t need the norm,
since he’'d already earned the title.
but Omar and Ron. were pretty
pleased. This is the second time
both Omar and Ron have earned IM
norms at the Mechanics. The third
time will be charmed.

Although the Mechanics’ Insti-
tute has been sponsor and host to a
fairly long series of Internationals,
this was the first time that the
Linklater qualified as one. The Me-
chanics’ rather ambitious plan is to
hold two Internationals every year,
and upgrading the Linklater was a
key factor in achieving that objec-
tive. The early returns suggest that
we are almost certain to begin gen-
erating new titled players, which the
Bay Area has failed to produce since
the mid-1980's.

The tournament offered $2,000
in prize money and $2,000 in point
money (each win counting towards

the pool). Cusi and Rey
each earned $1000 while
Cartagena took home
$917. This system tends
to reward the ambitious
player, and it keeps the
players interested in
playing fighting chess.
even when they are out of the run-
ning for one of the top spots.

In order to get the IM title, you ought
to be able to beat IMs, and that is
exactly what Cusi and Cartagena
were able to do in the following
games. Cusi’'s win was especially
dramatic, since he needed to win his
last round game in order to get his
norm.

Cusi,R (2420)

Grefe,J (2375) [A65]
Mechanics’ Linklater
International (9)
November 2, 1998
1.c4 Nf6é 2.Nc3 g6 3.e4 d6 4.d4
Bg7 5.f3 00 6.Bg5 c5 7.d5 e6
8.Qd2 exd5 9.cxd5 a6 10.a4 Qab
11.Ra3 NbdA7 12.Nge2 ReS8
13.Ncl1 h5 14.Be2 Nh7 15.Bh6
Bh8 16.0-0 Qd8 17.Nla2 Qf6
18.Be3 Qe7 19.Bf2 Ne5 20.b4
cxb4 21.Nxb4 f5 22.Nc2 Bf6
23.Nd4 f4 24.a5 Bh4a 25.Na4
Bxf2+ 26.Rxf2 Qf6 27.Nb6 RbS
28.Rc3 Ng5 29.Rc7 ha 30.GQcl

Omar Cartagena earned an IM norm at the
Linklater.

Bh3 31.Nb3 Red8 32.gxh3 Nxh3+
33.Kfl Nxf2 34.Kxf2 h3 35.Qf1
gh4+ 36.Kgl Rf8 37.Qf2 Qd8
38.Rcl Rf7 39.Qf1 g5 40.Nd4
Rh7 41.Rc3 g4 42.fxg4 Qh4
43.Nf5 Qg5 44.Qcl Rf8 45.Khl
Kh8 46.Rc8 Rhf7 47.Nxd6 Rf6
48.Rxf8+ Rxf8 49.Nf5 Kg8 50.d6
Kh7 51.Nd5 Nxg4 52.Qc7+ Kg8
53.Bxg4 1-0

Cartagena,O (2430) - Shipman, W
(2350) [C60]
Mechanics’ Linklater
International (3)

May 2, 1998
l.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Nge7
4.0-0 Ng6 5.d4 exd4 6.Nxd4 Bc5
7.Nf5 0-0 8.Nc3 Re8 9.Qh5 d6
10.Bg5 f6 11.Bd2 Be6 12.Radl
Bf7 13.9g4 Nce5 14.Qg3 c6
15.Be2 Be6 16.Na4 Qc7 17.Nxc5H
dxc5 18.Ne3 Nf8 19.Bc3 KhS8
20.f4 Ned7 21.Bh5 Re7 22.e5
fxe5 23.Qg5 Qd8 24.f5 Bg8
25.Rd6 Re8 26.f6 g6 27.Qh6 Re7

28.Bxe5 Rf7 29.Q9g7+ 1-0 |

r--—---—_----—------------1

! Read All About It

|

| Visit our site on the World Wide Web at its new address:
I http://www.hooked.net/ hegemon/norcal.html
I P g
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Richard Koepcke -
Doug Saylor
[DO7]

1.d4 d5 2.c4 Nc6 3.Nf3 Bg4 4.Nc3
Bxf3 5.gxf3 e6 6.e3 Bb4 7.Bd2
Nge7 8.@c2 0—0 9.cxd5 Nxd5
10.Bd3 @h4 11.0—0—0 RfdS8
12.Nxd5 exd5 13.Kbl Bxd2
14.9xd2 a5 15.a3 Ne7 16.Qc2 c6
17.Rdgl g6 18.Rg4 Qf6 19.f4 Kh8
20.h4 h5 21.Rg5 Rg8 22.Rhgl
Rg7 23.f5 Rag8 24.Qe2 Rh7
25.fxg6 fxg6 26.f4 Rgg7 27.Qg2
Kg8 28.Bxg6 Nxg6 29.Rxg6 Qf5+
30.Kcl Qf7 31.Rxg7+ 1—0

Peter Stevens -
Eric Schiller
[D32]

l.c4 e6 2.Nf3 d5 3.e3 ¢5 4.cxd5
exd5 5.d4 Nf6é 6.Nc3 Nc6 7.Be2
Bdé6 8.dxc5 Bxc5 9.a3 a5 10.0—0
0—0 11.b3 d4 12.Nxd4 Nxd4
13.exd4 @xd4 14.Bb2 Qh4 15.Bf3
Bg4 16.Na4 Rad8 17.Qe2 Bxf3
18.Gxf3 Ng4 19.Q¢g3 9xg3 20.hxg3
Bxf2+ 21.Rxf2 Nxf2 22.Kxf2 b5
23.Bc3 bxa4 24.Bxa5 Rd5 25.Bb4
Rf5+ 26.Kgl Ra8 27.bxad Rxa4
28.Rd1 h6 29.Rd4 Ra6 30.g4 Rg5
31.Bd2 Rb5 32.a4 Rbl+ 33.Kf2
Rf6+ 34.Ke2 Rgl 35.a5 Rxg2+
36.Kd3 Rc6 37.Be3 Rg3 38.Kd2
Re6 39.Rd8+ Kh7 40.Bb6 Rxg4
41.a6 Rxb6 42.a7 Rad 43.a8Q
Rxa8 44.Rxa8 Re6 0—1

Ed Wilson -
Burt Izumikawa
[AO7]

1.g3 d5 2.Bg2 Nf6 3.Nf3 Bg4 4.0—
0 Nbd7 5.d3 e5 6.Nbd2 Bc5 7.e4
dxe4 8.dxe4 h6 9.Qel c6 10.Nc4
Qc7 11.Ne3 Be6 12.Nd2 0—O
13.Qe2 Rfe8 14.Nb3 Bf8 15.Nf5 a5
16.Be3 a4 17.Nd2 Bc5 18.Rfd1l
Rad8 19.Nfl Bxe3 20.N5xe3 Nc5b
21.f3 Rxdl 22.Qxd1 Rd8 23.Qe2
Gab 24.Kf2 Rd4 25.Qel QdS8
26.b3 g5 27.Qc3 Qb6 28.h3 Rxe4
29.Nd2 Nd5 30.Ndc4 Rxc4 31.bxc4
Nxc3 0-1

Eric Schiller -
Dmitry Gurevich
[AO09]

(Annotations by Schiller)
1.Nf3 d5 2.c4 d4 3.b4 g6 4.Bb2
Bg7 5.g3 a5 6.a3 e5 7.d3 Ne7
8.Bg2 c5 9.@b3 axb4 10.axb4
Rxal 11.Bxal Nbc6 12.b5 Qa5+

13.Nfd2 Nb4 14.Bb2 0—0 15.0—0
b6 16.Na3 Qa7 17.Ral Gb8 18.Nc2
Nxc2 19.9xc2 Bg4 20.Nfl h5
21.h3 Be6 22.Qa4 Q@d6 23.Bc1 h4
24.Qa7 f5 25.Bg5 Nc8 26.Qb7
hxg3 27.Nxg3 e4 28.Ra8 Be5
29.Bh6 Rf7 30.Rxc8+ Kh7 31.Bf8
Rxb7 32.Bxd6 Bxg3 33.Rc6 Bxd6
34.Rxd6 Bf7 35.Kh2 Rb8 36.Rd7
Kg8 37.h4 Ra8 38.Rb7 Ra2
39.dxe4 Rxe2 40.exf5 Rxf2
41.Rxb6 Bxc4 42.Rxg6+ Kf7 43.b6
Ba6 44.Kg3 Rxf5 45.Rc6 Kg7
46.Rc7+ Rf7 47.Ra7 d3
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48.Rxa6

I took the simple road. But there
was another, better win. [48.Bd5
Rxa7 49.bxa7 d2 50.a8Q d1Q
51.Qg8+ Kh6 52.Qf8+ Kg6 53.Bed+
Khb 54.gh8# would have been more
efficient.]
48....d2 49.Ral c4 50.Be4 c3
51.Bc2 Rf6 52.Rb1 Rf8 53.b7 Rb8S
54.Kf4 1—0

Dmitry Gurevich -
Burt Izumikawa
[EO5]

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 Be7 4.g3
Nf6 5.Bg2 0—O0 6.0—0 dxc4 7.Ne5
Nc6 8.Bxc6 bxc6 9.Nxc6 Qd6
10.ga4 Bb7 11.Nxe7+ Qxe7
12.@xc4 e5 13.Nc3 exd4 14.Qxd4
Qe6 15.f3 Rfd8 16.Qe3 gQh3
17.9f2 Nd5 18.Ne4 Nb4 19.Nc5
Bc6 20.Bf4 Bb5 21.a3 Nd5 22.Bgb
Re8 23.Rfel Qh5 24.Bd2 Nb6
25.Racl Nc4 26.Bf4 Ne5 27.a4
Bc6 28.Na6 1—0

Burt Izumikawa -
Eric Schiller
[D32]
(Annotations by Schiller)

1.d4 d5 2.c4 €6 3.Nc3 c5 4.cxdb
cxd4 5.Qa4+ Bd7 6.Qxd4 exd5
7.@xd5 Nc6 8.gd1 Nf6 9.e3 Bc5
10.Nf3 Qe7 11.Bb5 0-0 12.0-0

Rfd8 Better 12...Rad8.
I realized later that rooks belong
at e8 and d8. Typical wrong rook

move!

13.Qe2 Bg4 14.Bxc6 bxc6 15.b3
Nd7 16.h3 Bh5 17.Bb2 Bdé6
18.Nbl Intending Nd2. Probably
18.Rfd1 was better. 18...Be5 19.g4
Bg6 20.Nc3 h5 21.Rfd1 hxg4

Opening the h-file is very
double-edged!
22.hxg4 Bc7 23.Kg2! Nf6 24.Nd4
Re8!

To discourage any advance of
the f-pawn. This is why the rook
should have been at e8 all along.
25.Rh1 @d7 26.Rh4 c5 27.Rahl
Nh7

The defensive plan is ...f6, .. Ng5
and the initiative comes back to me.
28.Nf5 Rad8 29.Qf3 f6 30.Rd1

Last move of time control (30/
90), with 17 seconds left.
Izumakawa has been in deep time
pressure for the last 7 moves.
30...@e6 31.Rxd8 Rxd8

32.Ne4?

[32.Qb7! and the position is still
a mess.] 32...Rd5! A dangerous
square for the rook, with lots of
tricks involving Ne7 to calculate.
33.Nc37?! [33.Ba3 Bxf5 34.gxf5
Rxf5 35.Nxc5 Rgb6+ 36.Kfl was
correct.] 33...Bxf5 34.gxf5 Rxf5
35.Qa8+ Nf8

The computer may prefer White,
but I was very happy to reach this
position as Black! 36.Ne4 Qa6!

This covers all key squares, not
only eliminating threats from the
enemy queen, but also threatening
a deadly infiltration at e2. 37.a4
Qe2 38.Ba3 Qf3+ 39.Kf1 Qxe3!

The endgame has been calcu-
lated.
40.Qd5+ Rxd5 41.fxe3 Ne6 42.Ke2
Ba5! 43.Nxc5?

A quick death, but the alterna-
tive was prolonged suffering. And
Izumakawa had almost exhausted
his remaining hour. 43...Nxc5
44.Bxc5 Rxc5 45.b4 g5! 46.Rd4

Continued on page 30
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LETTERS 1o u: EDITOR

Dear Editor,

I enjoyed the summer issue, and especially appreci-

ated the fact that you chose to print the piece by Hal Terrie
on how OMOV died. Hal did a superb job recounting the
events of the Orlando delegates meeting. The companion
piece by Eric Schiller was also articulate, but it was an Op
Ed piece, while Terrie's was good old fashioned journal-
ism.
The primary argument against OMOV raised by Mr.
Schiller is that rich people will buy elections. 1 consider
that a fear fantasy which is not grounded in reality. Other
organizations use OMOV and there is little evidence in
support of his conjectures.

In my opinion, the Blue Ribbon Committee’s propos-
als represent electoral reform. Under the old system, it
was possible for a state association officer to deny voting
privileges to his or her enemies. Under the proposed new
system, anyone can get a say simply by appealing directly
to the state's USCF voters.

However. there is a very real danger that people will
not be motivated enough to run. If that turns out to be the
case, then we will see the same old faces all over again.
and the voting reforms will be prove illusory. If, however,
people are motivated. they can go to clubs, and tourna-
ments and campaign to be their state representative. They
can hold debates, write to their state magazine and use
1001 different techniques to garner attention and votes.
If that is the case, then real reform could correctly be
claimed to have occurred.

Which will it be? How do [ know? [ will say this: any
system we employ, will only be as good as the people who
choose to get involved in it.

Jim Eade

To The Editor

I noticed that Walter Shipman played in this weekend's
Labor Day CalChess tournament. I think it would be
great if you could get him to contribute an annotated game
or two from a recent tournement. Mr Shipman moved to
the Bay Area from somewhere back East, perhaps about a
year ago? It would be interesting to get his comments re-
garding his impressions on the level of play in Northern
California. And contrasting it with his view of how it was
where he came from.

I think it was 2 or 3 years ago that CCJ published an
interview with a Russian emigre. He said that overall the
players in our area were good. etc., but were more timid
than the players back in Russia, who thrived on maniacal
double-edged play. Getting Mr Shipman's comments would
be stimulating to many of us, I'm sure!

Thanks for all your hard work on CCJ. I know it is not
easy and it is appreciated!

Jim Uren

Editor: Thanks for your kind words and an excellent sug-
gestion.

Dear Sir,

The Chess Association of Malawi is an organisation
which is vested with the duty of promoting chess in the
country. Malawi is a country in the Southern Africa with
an estimated population of 10 million. Currently the As-
sociation can only boast of two chess clocks,five tounament
size chess sets and two “Chess for children” books.

Before affiliating to the world chess governing body
{FIDE}, we felt that there was.and still is,need to concen-
trate on the development of the game internally.But with-
out the necessary resources our hope of ever becoming a
FIDE member may just as well fade away without being
brought into effect.

The Association is therefore appealing to individuals
and organisations for donations of new or second hand
Chess clocks,Chess sets {even those with some pieces miss-
ing} and Chess books{even those with-missing pages}.

The Postal Address of the Association is:

The Chess Association of Malawi,

P.O Box 5848,

Limbe,

Malawi.Africa.

Attn.;Z.C Mkandawire{Vice Chairman CHAM}

Editor: Seems like a good cause.
there...

Any contributions out

Dear Mr. Fifield. January 16, 1998

I was hoping I might have your assistance concerning
two matters. My name is John Hilbert, and I write chess
biographies and books on tournaments.

1. I am finishing up a volume on New York 1940, the
first USCF-run chess championship. I suspect it will be
published this year, as a revised draft is already in the
hands of my publisher. While I have been able to find de-
tailed information concerning 15 of the 17 participants at
that event, two have escaped me. The one I thought some-
one in your area might know about is Philip Woliston.

My records indicate Mr. Woliston was probably the
youngest competitor at New York 1940, and so he may
still be alive. 1 have reached the three remaining partici-
pants known to be alive: Arnold Denker, George Shainswit,
and Matthew Green—all have contributed to my book. All
I really know about Mr. Woliston is that he had won the
1940 California championship, and that his doing so was
the basis of his being seeded into the finals at NY 1940.
Also, I learned he lost a match to Steiner 5-2 between
winning the state title, I suspect around January or Feb-
ruary 1940, and playing at NY 1940 in April and May.

Any information concerning Philip Woliston I can find
would be greatly appreciated. Perhaps one of your readers
knows someone who knew Mr. Woliston.

2. In addition to the above, I am now working on a
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I wound up investigating some of the
finances and got involved in the is-
sues. [ became a critic there and
wound up running for Treasurer of
the USCF in 1996.

Riley: And won?

Tom: Yes, and won.

Riley: And so that is the office you
hold today?

Tom: Yes.

Carolyn: He ran as the reform can-
didate to sort of clean up the orga-
nization and to shed light on the
things going on. A lot of people sup-
ported him for that.

Riley: So then the delegates vote
for you, is that how it works?
Tom: Yes. the voting members they
call it.

Riley: Now I want to find out what
it takes to run a tournament like
this. So first of all, let’s get some
background on this tournament
now that it's over. How many play-
ers signed up?

Carolyn: [ think we had over 200
entries, about 235.

Riley: What were you expecting?
(Note: Richard Koepcke walks up.)
Tom: Richard told us that if we had
more than 180 we were going to
have to play in the parking lot, so
that was kind of what we were aim-
ing for.

Richard: Yes that's right, we set up
the room on the expectation that
150 to 180 would show up.

Riley: So you got a fabulous turn-
out?

All: Yes.

Carolyn: Exceeded our expecta-
tions. (Note: Carolyn is called away
at this point to award the last tro-
phy. and Richard accompanies her).
Riley: How did you choose the
date?

Tom: Well the best dates are three
day weekends. When we originally
started there were some correlation
between the cost of our playing
space, and the amount of room
nights that we can get. And if you
have a three day tournament you
get more room nights and that low-
ers the cost. So we tried to aim for
a three day weekend. Unfortunately
there aren't that many great three
day weekends and the two best
ones, Memorial Day and Thanksgiv-

ing, are already preempted by Jim
Hurt. (Note: Jim Hurt organizes the
LERA tournaments held at
Lockheed Martin in Sunnyvale).
And then we had Labor Day is our
traditional State Championship
weekend. That's the first one we
took. President’s weekend is already
taken by the People’s Tournament
in Berkeley, so we had to invent a
new three day weekend. Martin
Luther King Jr. weekend, which is
this weekend, it has never been used
before in northern California. Never
existed before as a holiday until
about a decade ago, and it’s still not
in a lot of union contracts, so it's
not one of the big three day week-
ends, but it's worked okay for us.
Riley: I have heard of a tournament
clearinghouse. Is that is what's
used to find out if there are other
tournaments being run?

Tom: USCEF establishes a tourna-
ment clearinghouse system to avoid
conflicts. I can register with the
clearinghouse, and then if anybody
else calls up and says ‘I'm going to
hold a tournament in January’ they
say ‘No, no, Dorsch already has that
weekend in Union City’.

Riley: How did you choose this site,
the Ramada?

Tom: We went to all the hotels and
looked for cheap rates, and this was
the best deal we could get. We used
to hold it in San Mateo at Quality
Villa, but they announced they were
going to close their hotel and turn
it in to a retirement community, so
we had to look for an alternative site
and we found this one.

Riley: How do you estimate entries?
Tom: It’s strictly guess work. You
can use past history as a precedent,
but for a lot of these tournaments
that haven’t been run for too many
years, you are really guessing. And
that makes it very difficult, you
know, because you have got to cal-
culate your prize fund. In this case
it's 88,000 guaranteed.

Riley: So all the prizes were guar-
anteed that were published in Chess
Life?

Tom: That's right. If we don’t get
enough players, we are out $8,000
plus our hotel costs of a couple of
thousand dollars. So then you fig-

ure $8,000 for the prize fund, a
couple thousand for the hotel, an-
other $1,000 for publicity, mailings,
flyers, tournament life announce-
ments, rating fees. So we are look-
ing atan expense budget of about
eleven or twelve thousand. Then we
have to sit down and figure out how
many entries at what entry fee is
going to generate enough income to
COVET our expenses.

Riley: [ noticed you were using
computers for pairings. How do you
set this up? Do you get some soft-
ware?

Tom: Somebody named Thad Suits
wrote a software program called
Swis Sys, and it does the pairings
automatically. Believe me we will
never go back to manual pairings.
It’s a funny psychological thing. You
and I can write pairings perfect.
Somebody will go look at them and
they’ll complain to us, you know,
three blacks (three times with the
black pieces). Somehow or the other
if you put up machine printed pair-
ings that were made by a machine
they never question it. It's the au-
thority of that silicon chip.

Riley: This is a large tournament,
and you even had reentries for $50,
and the software is able to handle
the reentries and not rematch
people?

Tom: No problem, we just put them
back in. They have a feature called
the team feature that you can use
to prevent people from playing other
people. If you get two members of
the same family for in the same
class, you can make them members
of the same team and the machine
will automatically avoid pairing
them. Of course in the last round
you can’t do anything about it. If
the reentry has five and the guy he
already played before has five, it is
a forced pairing and they got to play
in the last round. But in the earlier
rounds if we can avoid pairing them
we do.

Riley: There are quite a few assis-
tants that are needed. How many
assistants do you have? Who were
they?

Tom: Well we have me, but [ was
gone Saturday and Sunday.
Carolyn is the key person, Richard
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Koepcke is a key person, and David
Gross does a super job on the pair-
ings and the work with the com-
puter. And we have a lot of help, part
time help here, Don Shennum gave
us some help, some of the others,
Elizabeth Karnezes has helped in
some ways, Joan Arbil, she was a
director.

Riley: How do you find out how
many are needed?

Tom: Experience. Just based on
experience. We usually try to have
at least one director for every 60
people.

Riley: Are they paid?

Tom: Yes. We can't pay them what
they are worth, but we pay them
what we can afford. You got to give
them something.

Riley: The prize fund distribution,
how do you figure out the percent-
age of the prize fund that gets dis-
tributed, especially in this case
where you have extra entries?
Tom: In a guaranteed prize fund
situation, you give a 100 percent.
Always. Ifit's a based on. what they
call a based on prize fund, which is
the kind that's common in places
like LERA. Jim Hurt uses the based
on, he bases on 160. If he gets 180,
then he increases. If he gets 140,
then he decreases.

Riley: So then you guys incur all
the risk of not enough entries, and
then you get the goodness of extra
entries.

Tom: Right. If we make a few
bucks, it compensates for a loss
later on.

Riley: Now you guys are official
tournament directors. Is there some
sort of certification needed?

Tom: USCF has a certification pro-
cedure. We take tests at various lev-
els, and you get various levels of
certification. Mostly in northern
California, we just base it on expe-
rience because the most experienced
directors in the country are from
northern California. The ones who
setup the whole certification pro-
cess, like George Koltanowski, who
has directed more national events
than anybody else, he's trained me
and he's trained Carolyn, we've all
worked with him and for him. And
Martin Morrison is an institution.
who wrote the original test for tour-

nament director certification in
northern California. We've all
worked with him.

Riley: You've mentioned some of
the costs. There is USCF. What are
kind of costs do they...

Tom: We have to pay to have games
rated. We have to pay for the ads in
Chess Life, in the magazine. And
we have to buy some supplies, we
need score sheets, pairing sheets,
things like that.

Riley: How about other expenses,
like insurance, do you have to carry
some sort of insurance?

Tom: No, we don't have to pay in-
surance. The hotels usually have
their own insurance, that's included
in hotel costs.

Riley: Sometimes in tournaments
there is suspected. or complaints of
sandbagging. How do you deal with
that? [ notice that in the tourna-
ment announcement you say some-
thing about tournament
discretion, CCA ratings?

Tom: Well, Bill Goichberg main-
tains that because he runs the tour-
naments with the largest class
prizes that sandbagging is more of
an immediate concern for him than
for any other organizer. So he main-
tains a separate list of players who
have performed far above their pub-
lished ratings. and establishes a
CCA minimum. That's his organi-
zation, the Continental Chess Asso-
ciation, and publishes a list three
times a year in Chess Life, of people
who have CCA minimums. We use
those lists in our discretion where
they're appropriate. If a player
comes in with a low USCF rating but
he has a CCA minimum that is
much higher, we use the CCA mini-
mum. Under a new USCF rule, any-
body who wins a $1.000 in a class
automatically advances to the mini-
mum rating of the next class. Some
foreign players that are sometimes
very, very strong, very. very experi-
enced players, but they have no
USCF rating. In fairness to them
and in fairness to the other players
we have to try to place them in a
place where they are competitive
and accurately rated, not highly
underrated. That is where the
director's discretion comes in. We
try the best we can to identify those

people and give them a fair rating
based on their ability, not on their
published rating.

Riley: Is there any politics involved
in putting on a chess tournament?
Tom: No. I don’t think so. Not in
northern California, because we
have a good cooperative atmosphere
in northern California. The bidding
process for national tournaments
can become highly politicized. Be-
cause some of the tournaments are
very lucrative, for example the Na-
tional Elementary. where you get
1500 kids and you don't give out any
cash prizes. That can be a very prof-
itable type of event, and they're very
popular and much sought after.
And the politics involved in having
several different people simulta-
neously bidding for the same tour-
nament. Sometimes the objective
criteria are very close. and it comes
down to politics. who gets awarded
the bid.

Riley: Is that politics on the re-
gional level or the national level. for
those tournaments?

Tom: National. At the regional level,
it’s not a political decision. We only
have a few large weekends. and we

split them up, based mostly on his-

tory and tradition. And those week-
ends are pretty sacrosanct. Any
other weekends, you know. there’'s
enough of them that have no tour-
naments that there really is no prob-
lem finding two day weekends. Like
I say. the only one’s in short supply
are the three day weekends.

Riley: Do you have a good story
about this tournament that you can
think of?

Tom: Carolyn. | bet, does. Where'd
she go? She told me one. Oh, you
know what, there is one good story.
The guy who was winning the ex-
pert section, and was paired on
board one, didn't show up last night.
We called him, you know, ‘Why
didn’t you come'? He says 'It was
raining so hard that I tried to drive
through Berkeley, and the rain was
so steep that I came back’. So he
forfeited on board one, he was a sure
thing to win the expert section, but
he didn’t want to drive in the rain!

Riley: Well, thank you very much
Tom. .

Tom: It was a pleasure Riley. &
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KA £ WS £FRESNOCHESSCLUB E & # ¥ & 1

. TIME
. CONTROJ,: ROUNDS 1-3 (Saturday) Game/90 minutes

$.3,000+ Prire fund & "30" Grand Prix points !!!
@ Factlions: "OPEN" (to al.) & RESERVE (under 1600) Sections

WHEN: SATURDAY & SUNDAY, MAY 16 & 17, 1998

WHERE: ST. AGNES MEDICAL CENTER, WEST WING, EDUCATION ROOMS:
A&B. 1303 E. HERNDON AVE. FRESNO, CA 93720
(Near Herndon & Millbirook)

TYPE: 5 ROUND SWISS Sections: OPEN (open to all)
RESERVE (restricted to under 1600)

ROUNDS: SATURDAY (5/16); #1= 9:45am, #2= 2:00pm, #3= 6:00pm
SUNDAY (5/17); #4= 9:00am, #5= 2:00pmn.

ROUNDS 4 & 5 (Sunday) Game/2 hours
dkkkkhhkddtsekkhkhkhkkkkkhhkk ko kk ke hkkkhkkhhkkkkkkhkkkhkkkkhkhhhhhkhhhkhk

. |PRIZE MONEY IN TOP SECTIONS GUARANTEED. CLASS PRIZES BASED ON MINIMUM
" |OF "7" ENTRIES PER SECTION.

- OPEN SECTION - FIRST PLACE _SECOND PLACE THIRD PLACE
MASTER (OVERALL CHAMPION) $600 & PLAQUE $400 $200
EXPERT (2000~2199) $150 & PLAQUE $75

A CLASS (1800-1999) $150 & PLAQUE $75

UNDER 1800 RATING: $150 & PLAQUE $75

UNRATED (NO PUBLISHED RATING) $100 & PLAQUE $50

- RESERVE SECTION - (< _1600) FIRST PLACE SECOND PLACE

RESERVE CHAMPION $200 & PLAQUE $100
C CLASS (1400-1599) $130 & PLAQUE $60
D CLASS (1200-1399) $130 & PLAQUE $60
E CLASS (1000-1199) $120 & PLAQUE $50
UNDER 1000 RATING: (F-J CLASS) $120 & PLAQUE $50

[UNRATED (NO PUBLISHED RATING) PLAQUE & BOOK (CHESS BOOK PRIZES)
Ahkkkkhkhkkhkithkhhhkkhkhhhhkhkhhhhhhdtdhhhkdhkkhkdhhkhkbkhhhkd kA hhhdbhhkhhkhhhhhd
NO SMOKING OR ALCOHOL, NO COMPUTERS -- WHEEL CHAIR ACCESS PROVIDED.

In the case of a tie, prize money will be split evenly. Plaque would be
awarded to the person with the "highest average™ rating of opponent.
Special $25 cash prize awarded to the person with the highest point
difference upset win in both OPEN & RESERVE sections. . All players 16
years and under who complete all rounds without winning a money prize

will receive a gpecial chess book prize. This USCF rated tournament is
sponsored by the "FRESNO CHESS CLUB"“. TE: ENTRIES 8
TUESDAY 14 Y 199 ILL BE SUBJE .

ENTRY INFQ: At site registration is from 8:15am - 9:15am, 5-16-98.
Make checks payable to: “Fresno Chess Club®™ and mail to: Fresno Chess
Club c/o DPennis M. Wajckus, 5924 E. Illinois Ave.,, Fresno, CA 93727-
3566. $3 off entry fee to all CalChess members!! OPEN: $43, Women and
Juniors $33. RESERVE: (< 1600) $33, Women & Juniors $23. Late and at site
entry fee add $5, All players must be current members of the United
States Chess Federation (USCF). Chief Tournament Director: Allan H.
Fifield of Visalia, CA. a : -
( S E E O T H E R S I D E )
HH#H#HH####H#HHHH#HH####ffH#H#H##HH#H##
18th Annual San Joaquin Championship (May 16 & 17) Clip & returnp!!

Name: Regular Woman Junior
Address: T zip: _—_
CalChess:?___ USCF ID# Exp date: Phone #( ) .
Rating: I request % point bye in round number

Entry fee:$__ USCF dues:$ *Friday Browne .'uml. $




*Grandmaster Walter S. Browne will be giving a simultaneous exhibition on
Friday evening May 15. A 1/2 hour lecture will take place prior to the
simul. Cost $24, ($22 Women, Junior). Space is limited to 30 boards
max. We sugges u reserv our boa . The Lecture & exhibition
(located in Rooms "C & D" near the tourney site) begin approx 7:20pm,
5/15/98. The Lecture is free to those with board reservations, others
$1 each. Enter on reverse reservation form. Please bring your chess set
(& clock) to the exhibition and tournament.

Discounted chess equipment will be on sale at the tourney site !!!

The USCF Tournament Directors in this tournament try very hard to
maintain ideal OTB (over the board) playing conditions in the large
tournament roomn. ¥YOU" can help by remembering that any analysis,
asua hess itz ches e i o
hile any rate ame is stil ogr . There is plenty of room for
skittles and analysis on outdoor tables or in the cafeteria.
We very much appreciate your cooperation. THANK YOU !!

B o o B o o e o T o L B st st o 0 S A o S S0 o 0 o o ot B o o o S S S o o o
Motel Info: (there are many other Motels and Inns in the Fresno area!)
TRAVELER'S INN: phone (209) 431-3557; 6730 N. Blackstone Ave in Fresno.
1 person $42.93, 2 people $50.84, 3 people $55.36 and 4 people $59.88.

DAYS INN: phone (209) 222-5641; 4061 N. Blackstone (near Ashland) in
Fresno. 2 people $52.00.

CHATEAU INN: phone (209) 456-1418; 5113 E. McKinley Ave. Fresno (near
the airport). Weekend rate is $68.93 (1 King or 2 double beds).
++++++++ AR

Pirections to playing site: w.j
From the North: From Hwy 99 take the Herndon Avenue exit ( it will cross
back over the freeway, run parallel briefly); then turn left/East at the

signal 1light; you will travel East on Herndon for several mfles. After you
cross Blackstone Avenue the next light will be Fresno Street. The pext
light is First Street, make a right hand turn on First Street and Surn left
at the first light you come to (Warner Ave.) follow this about 3 tenths of
a mile directly to the parking lot of the West wing of the hospital.

From the South: Take Hwy 99 North until you approach the Fresno city limits
and have just passed the Jensen turn off; stay to the right and take the
Freeway 41 (Yosemite National Park) exit. Continue traveling North for
approx 7 miles. You will pass Ashland, Shaw and Bullard exits before coming
to the Herndon exit. Take the Herndon exit and turn right (East). Follow
the directions above (from the North) after crossing Blackstone Avenue to

the playing site. U. s. CHESS
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5th Annual Fresno

County Championship

by
Dennis Wajckus

64 players took part in this
year’s Fifth Annual Fresno County
Championship played November 22
& 23, 1997. This was the first time
that we tried a split format with an
Open and a Reserve section. The
result of this experiment appeared
to be a complete success.

The winners in the Open section
were Artak Akopian and GM Walter
Browne tied for lst with 4 1/2
points each. Artak won the Cham-
pionship plaque on tie breaks. Artak
has won this event 4 out of the 5
times it has been held!! 1st Expert
was Ven Makiling with a score of 3
1/2 and 1st A was Christ Black with
4 pts. Taking lst in the under 1800
section was Fresno Chess Club
President Andy Swanson with 3
pts. Some of you may not know that
Andy is the expert wood worker who
makes the beautiful custom made
plaques “at cost” the Fresno tour-
naments.! Taking 1st in the Un-
rated section for the Open section
was Scott Arndt. With 2 1/2 pts.
Mike Honchell won the upset prize
in the Open section.

In the Reserve (under 1600)
section David George took first place
and Reserve Champion plaque on tie
breaks with 4 pts. 1st “C" was
Oscar Cabantac with 4 pts and Terry
Butler was also 1st in the "D” sec-
tion with 4 pts. Other winners with
4 pts were David McDaniel and Don
Forgie. RobertWyatt took 1st in the
“E” section with 3 1/2 pts and
1st Unrated (in the Reserve) went
to Jack Samarjian with 3 1/2 pts.
Patrick Wilburn. who won a knight
& pawns versus bishop & pawns
endgame battle with Dennis
Wajckus (Fresno Chess Club trea-
surer) took the upset prize in the
Reserve section.

Speaking of “Treasurer”, we
were most pleased that USCF Trea-
surer Tom Dorsch played in our
event. Tom was recognized for his
fine job as USCF treasurer by Se-
nior Director Allan Fifield. As ex-
pected, Allan did a great job direct-
ing this event. Allan was given fine

In Fresno, Bonnie Yost plays, directs,
coaches and bakes cookies.

support by assistant TD's Bonnie
Yost and Marian L. Wajckus. The
Yost family also made significant
contributions to our “goodie table”
for which we were all most grateful.
We also wish to again thank St.
Agnes Medical Center for the use of
their fine facility during our chess
events!!

On friday night (11/21) GM
Walter Browne thrilled 23 of us (and
others who came and watched) ina
Simultaneous Exhibition. Walter
ended up giving up only two draws
to Chris Pascal and Dino Bonaldi,
and won against the other 21 play-
ers. All who played were given a
WBCA magazine and
tournament bulletin by Walter.
Those that got a draw received ad-
ditional tourney bulletins from GM
Walter Browne. We hope that Walter
will return for another exhibition so
more of our local players will get an
opportunity to play some one of his
chess stature.

The Fresno Chess Club invites
all of you to make plans to play in
our next major rated event which
promises to be bigger than ever. The
18th annual “San Joaquin Cham-
pionship” to be held May 16 & 17,
1998 with similar format to this
event but with “30" Grand Prix
points and more prize money than
ever before!! Watch for flyers and
the ad in the TLA section of Chess
Life.

The one day Fresno Spring
Quad will be held on April 18, 1998,
and is a great “tune up” for our two
day event. Questions? Call (209)
252-4484. Dennis M. Wajckus,
Fresno Club Treasurer &89

Photo by Allan Fifield

Games of the 5th Fresno

County Championship
Selected by Allan Fifield

Devin Jardenil (1722)
Tom Dorsch (2200)
Round 1
Kings Indian

1.d4 Nf6 2.Nf3 g6 3.c4 Bg7 4.Nc3
0-05.¢g3 ¢5 6.d5 a6 7.a4 d6 8.Bg2
e6 9.0-0 exd5 10.Nxd5 Nxd5
11.cxd5 Bg4 12.h3 Bf5 13.Nd2 b6
14.e4 Bc8 15.Rb1l b5 16.b4? (Al-
lows a mighty passed pawn) c4
17.Nf3 Nd7 18.Be3 Re8 19.Nd4
Qc7 20.axb5 Bxd4 21.Bxd4 axb5
22.@c2 Ne5 23.Bxe5 Rxe5 (Re-
placement!) 24.f4 Re7 25.g4 Ra3
26.Rf3 Qa7+ 27.Kh2 Ra2 28.Rb2
Ral 29.Rb1l Rxbl 30.Qxbl Qd4
31.Ra3

Guess Black’s next move! Hint:
Where rooks belong...
31... Rc7 32.@c2 ¢3 (Exhibiting a
Lust to Expand) 33.Rb3 5 34.gxf5
gxf5 35.Rbl Qe3 36.Rfl Rc4
37.Rf3 @d2 38.Rf2 Qd4 39.exf5
Rxb4 40. Qe2 Kf8

The king is a great warrior in his
own defense.
41. Bhl Rb2 0-1

Tim Grover (1092)
Brad Wilburn (1528)
Round 1
Giuoco Piano

Tim hits some heavy blows in
the middle game but let's his win
slip away with shakey endgame
play. Good endgame technique is
needed for a knock-out punch.
1l.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Bc5 4.¢3
de?!

A little too quiet; 5.Nf6 offers
more excitement.
5.d4 exd4 6.cxd4 Bb6 7.0-O Bg4
8.d57?

White blocks his own bishop on
c4 with his own d pawn while the
formerly bad black bishop on b6
glances with hunger at f2. 8.Be3
supporting the d pawn might be the
ticket.

Ne5! 9.Nbd2 Bxf3

Bad replacement: Black effec-
tively trades his powerful bishop on
g4 for the poor white knight on d2.
10.Nxf3 Nxc4?!

Another questionable trade of a
great knight for a bad bishop
11.Qa4+ Qd7 12.Qxc4 f6 13.Nd4
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0-0-0?

Right into it!
14.Be3 Bxd4
16.Racl?!

Wrong rook: Rfc1 leaves the other
rook able to support the a pawn
Ne7 17.a4 a5 18.Qxb6!

Pow! Bam! Whomp! Pow-Pow!
Black is seeing stars and his knees
are wobblely.
c5 19.Gxa5 @b7 20.b4 Kd7
21.bxc5 Ke8 22.gb5+7?!

22.c¢6! with a protected passed
pawn on the sixth with lots of heavy
artillery floating around the enemy
king has just gotta be a quick win.
It’s still won after 25.Qb5+ but Tim
will toss away numerous winning
chances in the remaining moves.
22...9xb5 23.axb5 dxc5 24.Bxc5
Rd7 25.d6 Nc8 26.Ral Kf7 27.Ra8
Rhd8 28.Rd1 Ke6 29.b6 Rb7
30.¢g3 Kd7 31.Kg2 Nxb6 32.Rxd8+
Kxd8 33.Bxb6+ Rxb6 34.f4 Kd7
35.Kh3?

35.Kf3! keeps the black rook
away from the e file.
35....Rb236.e5 fxe5 37.fxe5 Re2
38.Rfl Rxeb5 39.Rf7+ Kxd6
40.Rxg7 Rh5+ 41.Kg2 Ke6 42.g4
Kf6 43.Ra7 Rg5 44.Kg3 h5 45.h3
hxg4 46.hxg4 Re5 47.Ra3 Kgb
48.Rf3 Rd5 49.Rf4 Rd3+ 50.Rf3
Rd5 1/2-1/2

15.gxd4 b6

Tim Roth (2203)
Alfred Abraham (1752)
Round 1
Larsen-Roth Opening
1.b3 d5 2.e3 Nf6 3.Bb2
Unfashionable but Dr. Roth’s fa-
vorite.
3.... hBf5 4.Nf3 Nbd7 5.d3 c6 6.h3
Fred Reinfeld rattles, groans
and moans from his grave.
6... Qc7 7.Nh4 Bg6 8.Nd2 e5 9.¢3
Bh5 10.g4 Bg6 11.Bg2 Be7 12.Qe2
Ng8 13.Nxg6 hxg6 14.c4 dxc4
15.dxc4 Bf6 16.0-0-O0 0-0-0O
17.Kb1 Nc5 18.b4 Nd3 19.Bc3 Bh4
20.Ne4 15 21.Rxd3 Rxd3 22.Qxd3
fxe4 23.Bxed4 Bxf2 24.Rfl Bh4
25.Rf8+ Bd8 26.Bxg6 1-0

Dennis Wajckus (1528)
Patrick Wilburn (1067)
Round 1
Grobs Folly

A 453 point upset in the first
round of the reserve!
1 g4?! e5 2.Bg2 Beb 3.h3 d5 4.4d3
Be6 5.Nf3 Nc6 6.Bg5 f6 7.Bh4

Nge7 8.Nc3 Ng6 9.Bg3 Qd7 10.e3
0-0

By making almost any
reaonable set of developing moves
black has a fine game against the
Grob's.
11.a3 @d6 12.Qd2 Rab8 13.b4 Bb6
14.Na4 d4 15.Nxb6 dxe3 16.fxe3
cxb6 17.0-O Rbc8 18.Racl Rfd8
19.Rfd1 Qd7

Black calls the tune and White
dances.
20.9f2 5 21.gxf5 Bxf5 22.Kh2
Rf8 23.e4 Be6 24.Qe3 Nf4 25.Bxf4
Rxf4 26.Ngb Nd4 27.Nxe6 Qxe6
28.c4

28.¢3 to evict the d4 knight
seems better.
Qe8 29.Rf1 Rxfl 30.Rxfl Qa4
31.Qf2 Qe8 32.b5

White's postion is improving but
the black d4 knight retains the
advantage over whites bad bishop
in any reasonable endgame.
32... Qe7 33.a4 a6 34.Kgl Ri8
35.9xf8+ Qxf8 36.Rxf8+ Kxf8
37.Kf2 Ke7 38.h4 Kd7 39.Bh3+
Kc7 40.Bg4 g6 41.Bdl Kdé6
42.Ke3 h5 43.Kf2 Kc5 44.Ke3 Kb4
45.Kd2 Ne6 46.Ke3 Kc3 47.Be2
Nc5 48.bxa6 bxa6 49.Bfl Nxa4
50.Be2 b5 51.cxb5 axb5 52.Kf2 b4
53.Bd1 b3 54.d4 Kxd4??!

Apparently missing the instant
win of 53....b2 but both players were
in a desperate time scramble (and
the scoresheets are a little doubtful
around here)
55.Bxb3 Nc5 56.Bd5 Nxe4d+
57.Bxe4 Kxe4 58.Ke2 Kf4 0-1

Keith Yost (1622)
Edison May (1867)
Round 1
Ruy Lopez

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Ba4!

A change as Keith normally
plays the exchange vaiation!
4.... Nf6 5.0-0 b5 6.Bb3 Beb 7.¢3
d6 8.d4 exd4 9.cxd4 Bb6

I like white!
10.Bg5 h6 11.Bxf6é Qxf6 12.e5
dxe5 13.dxe5 Qe7 14.Nc3 Be6
15.Bd5 0-0-O 16.Bxe6+ Qxeb6
17.Qe2 Rhe8 18.a4! Nxe5?

18...b4 to try to keep the ‘a’ file
closed seems to be required
19.axb5 Nxf3+ 20.Qxf3 axb5
21.Ra8+

Bomber rooks rain death from
the sky.
21...Kd7

22.Rxd8+ RxdS8

23.Nxb5 Ke8 24.Qc3 c6 25.Rel
Rd1l 26.Qxc6+!

Very pretty as two white pieces
(the queen and the rook]) float in the
air en prise but uncapturable!
26...Kf8 27.Qxe6 fxe6 28.Rxdl
and white won in 57 moves.

Tom Dorsch (2200)
Keith Yost (1622)
Round 2
Caro-Kann Panov Attack
1.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.exd5 cxd5 4.c4
e6 5.Nc3 Nf6 6.Nf3 Be7 7.Bg5 O-
O 8.Be2 Nbd7 9.0-O b6 10.Ne5
Bb7 11.Bf3 Rb8? 12.Bf4 Rc87?

I'm not sure which rook move is
wrong at move 11 and 12 but they
both can’t be right. Tom’s play is
powerful from this point on.
13.Rel Ba8 14.Qa4 dxc4 15.Bxa8
Rxa8 16.Nc6 QeS8 17.d5!

A master class move as black’s
pieces are thrown into confusion due
to lost tempo on moves 11 and 12.
17...Nc5 18.G@xc4 Kh8 19.Nxe7
Qxe7 20.b4 Nb7

This knight has been driven
back almost by force to a square
from which it will be lost.
21.dxe6 fxe6 22.Rxe6 Qf7 23.Qe2
Rfe8 24.Rxe8+ Rxe8 25.Qd2 Qc4
26.a3 Rd8 27.Qcl Rd3 28.Ne2
Qxcl+29.Rxcl h6 30.¢g3 Nd5 31.Be5
Rxa3 32.Rc8+ Kh7 33.Rb8 Nc5

33...Nab is marginally better but
just a different way to lose.
34.bxc5 bxc5 35.Rb7 Kg6 36.Nf4+
Nxf4 37.Bxf4 c4 38.Rc7 Ra4
39.Be5 a5 40.g4 Kgb 41.Rxg7+
Kh4 42.Kg2 1-0 (It's mate next
move)

Ursula Foster (1636)
Edison May (1867)
Round 2
Colle System
1.d4 45 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.e3 g6 4.Bd3
Bg7 5.¢3 O-O 6.Nbd2 Nbd7 7.e4!?

This thematic break is stron-
ger if preceeded by 0-0
7...dxed4 8.Nxe4 Nxe4 9.Bxe4 Nf6
10.Bd3 Bg4 11.h3 Be6 12.Qc2
Bd5 13. Be3 Bxf3 14.gxf3 ab
15.h4 Re8 16.0-0-0 Qd5 17.b3
Qdé 18.Rdgl Red8 19.h5 c¢5
20.hxg6 cxd4 21.gxf7+ Kxf7
22.Bc4+ Kf8 23.Bxd4 Qf4+
24.Be3 Qxf3 25.Rxh7 Nxh7
26.Qxh7 Qf6?7?7?

In his misery, black decides
(unintentionally) to end it all.
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27. Qg8+ mate
Chris Pascal (1228)
Terry Butler (1391)
Round 3
Philidor Defense

l.e4 e5 2.Nf3 d6

Back in style
3.d4 exd4 4.Nxd4 Bd7 5. Nc3 Nc6
6. Be3 Nf6 7. Bd3

Bc4 aiming at {7 seems to be
more in the spirit of things.
7....Be7 8. 0-O Ng4 9.Nxc6 Nxe3
10.9f3 Bxc6 11.Qxe3 Bf6 12.Qd2
0-0 13.Rfel Bd4 14.Rabl Qf6
15.Nd1 Rfe8 16.c3 Bb6 17.b4?

Weakens the ¢3 pawn and...
17... a6 18.Kh1?

...then throws away a tempo to
bury his own king
...Re7 19.Ne3 Bxe3 20.Qxe3 Qxc3
21.e5 @xe5 22.Qd2 @Qf6 23.a3
Rae8 24 Kg1

Honey, I'm home!
24....Re5 25.f4 Rxel+ 26.Rxel
Rxel+ 27.Qxel @xf4 28.b5 Qd4+
29.Kh1 axb5 30.Bc2 g6 31.h3 Qe5
32.@b1 Qe2 0-1

David Chung (unr)
Tim Grover (1092)
Round 4
Center Game

David Chung is a young elemen-
tary player from the city of Tulare.
David has had no formal chess in-
struction but he is a gifted natural
player with a ‘clean’ style.
l.e4 e5 2.d4 exd4 3.Qxd4 Ncé6
4.Qe3!?

Blocks the queen bishop; White
has the first move so this may be
playable. Qd1 is a safe but dull al-
ternative
4...Nf6 5.Be2 Be7 6.c4 O-O 7.e57?!

A little risky with his king not
castled.

Bb4+ 8.Bd2 Bxd2+ 9.Nxd2 Ne8
10.Ngf3 d6 11.0-0!

In the nick of time!

11... dxe5 12.Ne4 Bg4 13.Radl
Nd4 14.Nxd4 Bxe2 15.Nxe2
Nf6?22?

Tim drops his queen! But the
rest of the game is interesting for
how powerfully David converts his
material advantage into mate.
16.Rxd8 Raxd8 17.Nxf6+ gxf6
18.@g3+ Kh8 19.f4 Rg8 20.Qh4
Rd2 21.Qxf6+ Rg7 22.Qxe5 c6
23.Rf3 Rd8 24.Rg3 Rdg8 25 Nd4
f6 26.Qxf6 c5 27.Nf5 a5 28.Rxg7
Rxg7 29.Qxg7++ 1-0 &8

3rd Annual UPSCL
Scholastic Championships

by Steve Cohen

The rain may have been pouring
outside, but that didn’t bother the
nearly 70 K-8th graders (including
one 4-year-old pre-schooler) from
competing in the UPSCL's 3rd An-
nual Peninsula Scholastic Chess
Championships. This event was held
February 7 at Foster City’s Holiday
Inn Select. Not only is this tourna-
ment the only grade-level champion-
ships (i.e., where children are
matched only against others from
their own grade) for the peninsula, it
is also the only Bay Area grade-level
event so it attracts players from be-
yond the peninsula. This year’s event
saw some travel from as far away as
Alameda, Berkeley, Clovis, Fremont,
Richmond, Portola Valley, San Fran-
cisco and peninsula communities in
between. Then again, I'm sure that
the 1st through 10th place trophies
in each division were at least a little
incentive to take the opportunity of
participating in the experience.

Furthermore, a 486" (superior
to the Commodore 64 from previous
years) and a new pairings program I
developed helped ensure that the
rounds would start as scheduled.
This year nobody kicked out the
power cord so everything did run
smoothly. Of course, the biggest rea-
son that this tournament ran on
schedule and without problem was
due to the great assistance of some
wonderful TDAs: James and Carolyn
Millet, Gordon Rios, Shashank Dave,
and Aaron Pollock. League president,
Steve Cohen, served as Chief TD.

In addition to the size and quan-
tity of awards, another new aspect of
this year’s Championships was the
inclusion of a 7th & 8th grade com-
bined section — celebrating the
UPSCLOs incursion into the Middle
Schools this season. The numbers
in the new group may have been the
smallest but the competition was
fierce as they were battling for the
tallest trophies. Anuraag Agrawal
(1002}, a 7th grader from Fremont,
put his last 2 years of experience in
these championships to work for him
as he earned a perfect score and the
top trophy. Ted Enns (1148), a 7th-
grader at Hillview of Menlo Park, se-
cured 2nd place with 3.0 points.
With chagrin, an erroneous reading
of tie-break results led to an errone-

ous handing out of the 3rd & 4th
place trophies. With 2.0 points each,
the official final results, on tie-breaks,
award Danny Colligan (1005}, also a
7th-grader at Hillview, 3rd place;
and, Sharron Deora (754) of Fremont
in 4th. I offer my sincerest regrets to
the players for this error. Mike Ettel
(941), a 7th-grader at St. Matthew's
Catholic School finished in 5th.

In the K-1st section, first-grader
Thomas Chew (1111) of Burlingame
returned from a piano recital to go
undefeated to take top honors. On
tie-breaks with 3.0 points each,
Claire Greene (1003) came in 2nd
while Isaac Shaker (915) took 3rd.
By using the UPSCL formulae tie-
breaker method to resolve a 4-way
tie for 4th-7th place, Sammy Roberts
{911) earned 4th while 4-year-old
pre-schooler, Richard Livingston
(886) won 5th; Sarang Dave (886)
6th; and Corey Chang (918) 7th. A
point back, Evan Boucher (1031),
took home 8th place on tie-breaks
over Kyle Prosen (847).

The boys from Berkeley domi-
nated the 2nd-grade division as
Alexander Setzepfandt (1195) went
undefeated for 1st while team-mate
Daichi Siegrist (962) finished a point
back alone in 2nd. Ryland Young
(976), who attends school in Foster
City, came in on top of a 4-way tie
for 3rd-6th with 2.0 points. Phillip
Tang (976) ended up in 4th; Michael
Konkol (938). 5th; and, John Coyne
(992), 6th. Ryland's school-mate,
Michael Da Costa (887), came in sole
7th with 1.5.

In one of the toughest sections
(due to the previous tournament ex-
perience among the top-rated play-
ers of this section), Alex Wu (1499) of
Burlingame remained undefeated to
repeat as champion for his grade. If
Alex 3-peats next year, he will win
(in addition to the top prize) a free
entry fee to the following year’s event!
On tie-breaks, although they never
met at this event, Kevin Greene
{1126) avenged his last-round ‘G/15
Challenge-I loss to Ewelina Krubnik
(1182) by taking 2nd ahead of the
3rd-grade queen of Alameda. Three
players finished a point back with
2.0; on tie-breaks, Elliot Star (1170)
finished in 4th, Charles Fang (876)
finished 5th, and Marcus Tong (1085)
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took home the 6th-place trophy.
With a score of 1.5, Robert Yuan (799)
finished alone in 7th. On tie-breaks,
Shail Patel (1037) won 8th; Victor
Labrouse (877) earned 9th. Finally,
Anuj Verma (702) took home the
10th-place trophy.

Berkeley took another division
when Wesley Chen (1369). who out-
rated his nearest competitor by more
than 200 points(!), went undefeated
for first-place honors in the 4th-grade
division. Timothy Ma (1132} of
Weibel took 2nd on tie-breaks over
team-mate Jaime Lai (952). Also
from Weibel, Christopher Tu (852)
finished a half-a-point behind in 4th.
Despite his last round loss to Chen.
Conlan Rios (1069) from S.F. with 2.0
emerged on top of a 4-way tie for bth-
8th place. Aniv Nayar (982}, also
from Berkeley, won 6th: Matthias
Fore (972) from Atherton 7th; and
Cameron Taylor (910) of Daly City.
8th. Eric Wen (912) of Weibel stood
alone in 9th with 1.5. Cameron
Tacklind (937). of the International
School of the Peninsula took home
the 10th-place trophy, leaving 11th-
place medals for Bobby Volovets (985}
of Audubon School (Foster City), and
Jonathan Fleury (866) of Ormondale
{Portola Valley).

The 5th grade section has tradi-
tionally has been for Elementary-
grades Champion for the Peninsula
(since it is the highest grade-level at
the public elementary schools) and
was this year’s largest section. Park
School’'s Michael Pearson (1787) went
undefeated (including scoring the
only victory for Black for his section
in the final round) to earn the 27"-
tall 1st-place trophy. To be sure,
Pearson out-ranked his nearest com-
petitor by more than 500 points but
still a look at all of his games would
reveal at least one game where his
opponent could have scored the vic-
tory (if only the opponent would have
carefully considered all of his
choices). Which goes to prove that it
doesn’t so much matter how much
your opponent is rated, but how well
you focus on your task at hand each
turn! A 3-way tie for 2nd-4th, with
3.0, was broken with Lev Pisarsky
{(964) in 2nd, Stephan Goupille (1082}
in 3rd, and Stephen Tu (942) in 4th.
Tie-breakers were also used to de-
cide a 4-way tie for 5th-9th: Justin
Chen (991) took 5th and 2nd-seeded
Allen Amusin {1174), 6th. Another
erronieous reading of tie-breaker
scores led to mis-handing-out of 7th

& 8th places. The official final re-
sults are that Grant Watters (1155)
earned 7th and Payman Hifai (824}
earned 8th. Again, I offer my sincer-
est regrets to the affected players for
this error. Kush Patel (830) ended
up in 9th. Garrett Greene (1048) won
the last trophy for the section, leav-
ing 1l1th-place medals for Jambu
Palaniappan (866}, Sean Mofidi
(1004), and Kavitha Ratman (879).

Finally, in the 6th-grade section,
Judy Kuo (1189) of Weibel also re-
peated as division champion by go-
ing undefeated among some pretty
tough competition. Of course, as with
Wu, it Kuo 3-peats next year, she will
win a free entry-fee to the following
year’'s event. With 3.0, Steve Yuan
(987), also of Weibel, came in 2nd on
tie-breaks ahead of Michael Belyaev
(1330) who attends Bowditch Middle
School in Foster City. Ricky Fong
{1071). also of Bowditch, emerged on
top of a 6-way tie(!) for 4th-9th place,
ahead of Michael Pollock (1405},
Summit Roy (1091), Macky Jeremias
(1281), Harsh Patel (914) and Jeffrey
Cheng (783). Umang Dave (974) took
home the 10th-place trophy on tie-
breaks over Andrew Fleury (1313)
who went home with an 1 1th-place
medal.

Though the main focus of this
event is on individual achievement,
as a special treat two “Top School/
Club of the Peninsula” awards are
presented based on points given for
a lst-6th place finish in the K-6th
grade divisions. [If the Top School/
Club is not geographically from the
peninsula, then the 2nd place tro-
phy is presented to the top organiza-
tion geographically located on the
peninsula.] For the last two years,
Weibel of Fremont has won the top
trophy in this category. This year the
18 Weibel players earned 45 points
for their team which was 10 points
ahead of the 4-players from Berke-
ley who earned 35 for their team. But
the biggest surprise was the 74-point
finish by A Chess Club of San Mateo
County (led by Michael Pearson, Alex
Wu, Kevin and Claire Greene ). As
we sit on the eve of a new millenium,
San Mateo County chess-players
have spoken loudly as to their abili-
ties in this sport. Most of the mem-
bers of the team have been involved
in organized chess for less than two
years; yet, their spectacular results
speak for themselves!

To be completely fair and honest,
I've heard someone say that I tried to

“pull a fast one” in allowing a group
of children from different classes 1
teach to form a club for this tourna-
ment. My specific reasons were two-
fold. First, there is no individual
UPSCL class/program from which
there would be numbers of children
participating in the PSC which came
anywhere near the 18-member team
from Fremont (which number was
about the same as that fielded dur-
ing the previous 2 years). Therefore
1 allowed children who had predomi-
nantly learned how to play chess
through the method taught by the
UPSCL to form their own “club”.
Thus, as with a child from the Ber-
keley program or Fremont program
or Marin program, all would have in
common the learning/practicing of
a particular system of chess tech-
nique. Secondly, I thought that al-
lowing the children from the penin-
sula this opportunity would allow for
numeric equality among the teams
and thus make the competition for
the “Top School/Club” prize more
and not less fair. After all. it's not as
if these were players who were
brought together {rom foreign groups
having nothing to do with each other
in an attempt to win a prize untairly.
Merely, it had been clearly demon-
strated that there was a similar, but
larger-numbered group who were
fortunate to be able to meet at the
same place and time: and children
who otherwise enjoy similar chess
learning should not for this difference
be denied a competitive chance.
Apart from that. the only common
problem of this event, fairly voiced.
was that playing conditions could
have been more spacious. | agreeand
I was quite upset when [ visited the
tournament room the evening before
to find the room set up with six tables
were missing. As there were no other
rooms available, | was forced to make
do as best as possible. Fortunately
it was not that bad; but I will make
sure that next year's playing condi-
tions will be superior! Irregardless,
the players near-unanimously ex-
pressed they had a very enjoyable ex-
perience. Hopefully you'll be get a
chance to be a part of it all next year!
Of course, no tournament report
is complete without at least a sample
of the day’s battles. This short first-
round victory by Michael Pearson
over Justin Chen, Weibel's highest-
rated entry of this section, demon-

Continued on page 30
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1998 Hot Summer Days Chess, June 19, 20, and 21, 1998

SITE: Howard Johnson Hotel, 3343 Bradshaw Road (US 50 at the Bradshaw exit), Sacramento, CA.

EVENTS: 6/19: Hot Summer Days G/10: 5 round swiss.
6/20 & 6/21: Hot Summer Days Swiss, four round swiss in three sections: Open (open to all
players), 1600-1999, and Under 1600. Ratings for all events will be based on the most current
USCF Supplement available to the tournament director (should be the 6/98 supplement).

SCHEDULES: Hot Summer Days G/10 Registration: 6/19, 7:00 - 8:30 pm. Rounds start at 8:45.
Hot Summer Days Swiss Registration: 6/19, during G/10 tournament & 6/20, 8:00 am - 9:00 am.
Registration will close at 9:00 am to allow Round 1 to start on time. 6/20: Round 1 @ 9:30 am;
Round 2 @ 4:00 pm. 6/21: Round 3 @ 9:00 am; Round 4 @ 3:30 pm. Time controls: 40/2, G/1.

ENTRY FEES: Hot Summer Days G/10: Early Registration & On-site, $20; under age 19, $10. Hot Summer Days
Swiss: Early Registration (mailed by 6/13/98): $60 each , $65 after 6/13/98. Under age 19, $30
(early registration and on-site). USCF membership required and available on-site (also see entry
form).

PRIZES: Hot Summer Days G/10 prizes to be determined based on total number of entries. Overall and class
prizes are anticipated. Hot Summer Days Swiss prizes based on 75 paid adult entries.

Open: 1 - $350 & trophy, 2™ - $250;  *Under 2200: 1% - $225, 2™ - $175

1600-1999:  1* - $300 & trophy, 2™ - $225,  *Under 1800: 1* - $200, 2™ - $160

Under 1600:  1* - $260 & trophy, 2" - $210  *Under 1400: 1% - $190, 2™ - $150

PRIZE NOTES: Prize fund and/or number of prizes will be increased or decreased based on paid
entries. Unrated players ineligible for asterisked class prizes in each section. Hot Summer Days
G/10 prizes paid during the Hot Summer Days Swiss. Hot Summer Days Swiss prize checks will be
mailed out to winners by June 25, 1998. Trophy tie-break information on-site.

OTHER: One 2 point bye per player is available. Late entries will be given a %2 point bye or paired against
another late entry at the TD’s discretion. All byes must be requested prior to the completion of play
on 6/20. Byes requested for round 4 may not be changed. No smoking on site; no computer entries
accepted; wheelchair access to site. BRING SETS AND CLOCKS!!!

LODGING: Howard Johnson, (916) 366-1266. Mention Hot Summer Days Chess for special room rates.

MORE INFO:  Contact organizer and TD John M°Cumiskey, e-mail: jmc-lmc@pacbell net; phone: (916) 557-7053
(weekdays), (916) 428-5532 (evenings and weekends).

1998 HOT SUMMER DAYS CHESS ENTRY FORM

Name: Phone (for organizer use only): ( )
Address City & State Zip
USCF ID # Expiration Date Date of Birth ( Jr & New USCF)

Hot Summer Days G/10 Entry Fee (circle one): $25 $15 (Under 19) USCF Quick Rating;:
Hot Summer Days Swiss Entry Fee (circle one):  $60 (by 6/13/98);  $65 (after 6/13/98); $30 (Under 19)
Circle the Hot Summer Days Swiss section being entered: OPEN 1999-1600 Under 1600

Bye Requested in Round (circle one): 1 2 3 4 USCF Regular Rating:
_USCF Dues: $40, Adult; $30, Senior; $15, Youth (receives Chess Life); $10, Scholastic (receives School Mates)
Mail to: Sacramento Chess Club, ¢/o 6700 50" Street, Sacramento, CA 95823 Amount of Check $
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Beginner’s

Recently, we have been looking
at mate at h2 (or h7) by combina-
tional means. This possibility.
which arises in a number of games.
even occurried in one 5th-grade
match at this years Peninsula
Scholastic Championships (S.
Goupille v. G. Greene, Rd. 2)
against someone who did know
about this weapon. Still. some-
times a teacher’s desire to teach the
“tricks” makes the sage forget that
fundamentals should always be
taught first. After all, before learn-
ing to fly an airplane, you have to
learn how to move and stop your-
self.

So in this pause for a beginner’s
refresher, let’s look at one of these
simple mates which. hereafter, you
should never let happen to you (but
which you can always be on guard
for springing against an opponent).
The following game comes from the
4th grade section at this year’s PSC:

C. Rios (1065} v. E. Wen (900)
(3d Ann. P.S.C.. 4th grade, Rd.1)

1.e4 (to grab some central con-
trol over d5 and give choices to
queen and king's bishop) 1...e5
(similar idea, though not generally
recommendable as often this type
of defense leads Black into a
cramped position), 2.Nf3 Nf6
(known as the Petroff's Defense:
Black reacts Lo the attack against
his king-pawn by counter-attack-
ing White’'s pawn), 3.Nxe5 Nxe4?!
(first 3... d6 is appropriate;
now,Black could get into BIG
trouble), 4.Qe2 d57? (4...Qe7 is
more usual, though White would
already be winning. However, as
played, White may now continue
with 5.d3 winning some material.
since if the knight moves away. say
5...Ni/d6, there follows 6.Nc6 dis.+.
winning Black’s queen whether or
not she moves to block the check.

If Black instead follows the plan of

orner
b

Y
Steve Cohen

meeting attacks with counter-at-
tacks and plays 5... Qd6/e7. then
after 6.dxe @Qxeb, 7.exd, Black’s
queen is pinned and therefor Black
is unable to regain the lost pawn).
5.Nd3? (Not only should a piece
generally not move more than once
in the opening unless absolutely
necessary. here the stronger con-
tinuation given above shows that
While was not carefully consider-
ing each and every choice (i.e., pos-
sible next move). Yet White cer-
tainly had enough time to look
around and to see d3 as the logical
follow-up to his previous move.
This is why it's so important to
make the most of your time when
you have enough time to do so. By
making yourselt as fully informed
as you can. vyou will nol miss the
opportunity Lo gain a significant ad-
vantage when it presents itself, as
it may not be there for long!) 5...
Bd6? (the Ne4 is pinned against the
king and the knight can be attacked
by a pawn: so this move can't be
best) 6.Qd1? (now White is wast-
ing time in order to caslle over to
where Black is already aiming to
attack; instead. 6.3 wins the
pinned knight) 6... 0-O, 7.Be2
Nc6, 8. 0-07? (considering the
number of attackers that are aim-
ing at or can soon be brought to
aim their attack against White's
king-side, il does not here appear
thatl it is safe for White to castle
here. However the way White has
been playing. il would take some
time to castle queenside) 8... @h4.

LEW/%

e

(alter 8...Qh4)

It's always important, after your
opponent makes their move, toat
the very least to ask yourself why
that move which was just played.
In other words, “Is that unit now
attacking, or working together with
(another unit to attack something,
or did it movie out of blocking the
way of some other unit who wants
to attack something. Or is it just
getting in place for later?” If, at the
least, you always ask these simple
questions, you should never again
need to say to yourself, “Whoops, [
should have seen that.!” Here,
Black is making an obvious threat
of checkmate by playing Qxh2#
next turn. Though it would com-
promise White's king safety, 9.g3
would put an immediate end to the
mating threat by blocking the di-
agonal being used by the bishop
(d6-h2). Especially when you have
enough time on your clock (i.e..
when you have more than 5 min-
utes remaining) you should look at
all of the choices for each side be-
fore moving — to do otherwise is
like driving down the freeway with
your eyes closed. Of course driv-
ing with your eyes closed against
someone who is looking at all of the
choices, mean you are going
to...CRASH!

In the present game, White
played 9.N¢3?? which, having
nothing to do with the most dan-
gerous threal against him. is going
to lead White to crash hard! Not
surprisingly, Black played 9... @h2
mate, and enjoyed a long rest be-
fore the next round.

The next deadline for
California Chess Journal
submission is

June Tst
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The Ttreatening Letter to Bobly Fischer

I am deeply thankful to M. David
Maloney for providing a copy of the
1992 letter from the US Treasury De-
partment which, in effect, made
Bobby Fischer an international fu-
gitive from justice. My initial reac-
tion is that this letter constitutes an
unconstitutional bill of attainder
and, as such, constitutes a violation
of Article 1, Section 9, Paragraph 3
of the Constitution of the United
States. A Bill of Attainder is defined
in the law as: "A law or legal device
which outlaws people, suspends
their civil rights, confiscates their
property, or punishes without a
trial.”

Generally, any act of a legisla-
tive body which targets a particular
person constitutes an unconstitu-
tional bill of attainder. This is why
the United States Congress in pro-
posing and drafting laws always tries
to be careful to write laws which ap-

ply generally to all and do not single .

out any individual or group. The
“Windfall Profits Tax” was found by
the courts to be an unconstitutional
bill of attainder because it exempted
from the law the North Slope of
Alaska.

In this case, we do not even have
a law but rather have an arrogant
declaration by an agency bureaucrat
directed to the punishment of one
person: Bobby Fischer. Bobby
Fischer is ordered not to play chess
with Boris Spassky. The Treasury
official who wrote the letter to
Fischer, R. Richard Newcomb,
threatened Fischer with ten years in
prison and a fine of $250,000. This
order came from the authority of the
President of the United States.

However, the United States of
America is supposedly not a dicta-
torship. President Bush had no le-
gal right to order Fischer not to play
chess. Bush’s "Executive Order” to
the extent that it applied to Fischer
was plainly illegal. Therefore, send-
ing this letter to Fischer was a crime.

Perhaps even more importantly,
there was no way that the Executive
Order of President Bush could be in-
terpreted as prohibiting Fischer from
playing a game of chess. The Execu-
tive Order “prohibits U.S. persons
from performing any contract in sup-

Sam Sloan

port of a commercial project in Yu-
goslavia, as well as from exporting
services to Yugoslavia.” Fischer did
not engage in any commercial activ-
ity in Yugoslavia. Fischer did not ex-
port any services to Yugoslavia. Play-
ing a game of chess is clearly not “ex-
porting a service.”

The United States Supreme
Court long ago ruled that Americans
have the constitutional right to
travel. 1 suppose that if a person
travels to Yugoslavia and orders a
meal in a restaurant, he could be
said to be engaging in a “commer-
cial activity”. However, if that is the
definition, then this makes the con-
stitutional right to travel a nullity.

Somebody said, “Fischer is not
that important. He is not entitled to
special treatment.” However, that is
precisely the problem here. A great
multitude of American citizens trav-
eled to Yugoslavia during the war.
Not one of them has ever been pros-
ecuted for violating Bush's “execu-
tive order.” Our own United States
Chess Federation continued to buy
chess books from Yugoslavia
throughout the war. Yet, not one of-
ficial of the United States Chess Fed-
eration is in jail for this.

The tragedy is that this 1992 let-
ter made Bobby Fischer an interna-
tional fugitive from justice. Fischer
has not returned to America because
of these threats. For those who
missed it, here again is the full text
of the letter to Fischer:

Department of the Treasury
Washington

Aug 21, 1992

Order to Provide Information and
Cease and Desist Activities

FAC No. 129405

Dear Mr. Fischer:

It has come to our attention that
you are planning to play a chess
match for a cash prize in the Fed-
eral Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia
and Montenegro) (hereinafter “Yugo-
slavia”) against Boris Spassky on or
about September 1, 1992. As a U.S.
citizen, you are subject to the prohi-
bitions under Executive Order
12810, dated June 5, 1992, impos-

ing sanctions against Serbia and
Montenegro. The United States De-
partment of the Treasury, Office of
Foreign Assets Control ("FAC"), is
charged with enforcement of the
Executive Order.

The Executive Order prohibits
U.S. persons from performing any
contract in support of a commercial
project in Yugoslavia, as well as from
exporting services to Yugoslavia. The
purpose of this letter is to inform you
that the performance of your agree-
ment with a corporate sponsor in
Yugoslavia to play chess is deemed
to be in support of that sponsor’s
commercial activity. Any transac-
tions engaged in for this purpose are
outside the scope of General License
No. 6, which authorizes only trans-
actions to travel, not to business or
commercial activities. In addition, we
consider your presence in Yugosla-
via for this purpose to be an expor-
tation of services to Yugoslavia in the
sense that the Yugoslav sponsor is
benefiting from the use of your name
and reputation.

Violations of the Executive Or-
der are punishable by civil penalties
not to exceed $10,000 per violation,
and by criminal penalties not to ex-
ceed $250,000 per individual, 10
years in prison, or both. You are
hereby directed to refrain from en-
gaging in any of the activities de-
scribed above. You are further re-
quested to file a report with this of-
fice with 10 business days of your
receipt of this letter, outlining the
facts and circumstances surround-
ing any and all transactions relating
to your scheduled chess match in
Yugoslavia against Boris Spassky.
The report should be addressed to:
The U.S. Department of the Trea-
sury, Office of Foreign Assets Con-
trol, Enforcement Division, 1500
Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Annex
- 2nd floor, Washington D.C. 20220.
If you have any questions regarding
this matter, please contact Merete M.
Evans at (202) 622-2430.

Sincerely, (signed}

R. Richard Newcomb

Director

Office of Foreign Assets Control
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Mechanics’ Masters
Continued from page 15

Re5 47.bxab5 Rxab 48.Kd3 Kf7
49.Kc3 Ke6 50.Kb4 Re5 51.e4
g4 52.Kb3 g3 53.Rd3 g2 0-1

Eric Schiller -
Craig Mar [A48]

1.d4 Nf6é 2.Nf3 g6 3.Bg5 Bg7
4.Nbd2 c¢5 5.¢3 Qb6 6.@b3 d5
7.e3 0—0 8.Bd3 Nc6 9.0—0 c4
10.@xb6 axb6 11.Bc2 Bf5
12.Bxf5 gxf5 13.Ne5 Rfd8
14.Nxc6 bxc6 15.Bxf6 Bxf6
16.f4 ¢6 17.Nf3 Rab5 18.Rf2 Kf8
19.h3 h5 20.Ne5 Bxe5 21.fxeb
Ke7 22.a3 Rg8 23.Kh2 Rg5
24.Rf3 Rb5 25.Rf2 Rab 26.Rf3
Rb5 27.Rf2 f6 28.exf6+ Kxf6
29.Rafl Ke7 30.Re2 Rab
31.Rf3 Ra8 32.Rg3 Rags8
33.Rxg5 Rxg5 34.Rf2 KIf6
35.Rf3 Rg8 36.Rg3 Ra8 37.Rf3
c5 38.Rf2 Rg8 39.Rf3 e5
40.dxc5 bxcb 41.Rf2 d4
42.cxd4 cxd4 43.Rc2 43
44.Rd2 e4 45.Kgl Rg3 46.a4
Ke6 47.a5 Kd6 48.a6 Kc7
49.Rf2 Rxe3 50.Kfl h4 51.a7
Kb7 52.Rxf5 d2 53.Rf7+ Ka8
54.Rd7 Rel+ 0—1

3rd Annual UPSCL
Continued from page 26

strates what the fifth graders were
up against on board one of their sec-
tion:

M. Pearson (1775) -
J. Chen (960)

98 Penin. School
Championships, Round. 1)
1.e4 €5, 2.Nf3 Nc6, 3.Bb5 a6, 4.Ba4
b5 (a.k.a., The Bayonet Attack of the
Spanish Opening), 5.Bb3 Nf67?!
(more common is 5... Na5; after 5...
Bb7, 6.d4 or 5...Bch, 6.a4! Black’s
defense will get difficult), 6.0-0 (as I
am someone who started out play-
ing the Italian, [ can't help but think-
ing that White would have a stron-
ger line in a 2 Knights defense-type
of continuation with 6.Ngb d5, 7.ed
Nd5:, 8.Nf7:! Kf7:, 9.Qf3+ Ke8,
10.Nc3 Nb4, 11. a3, when the better
placement of White’s king-bishop
puts him extra tempi ahead of the 2
Knights line) 6... Ne4:, 7.d4 (the
game has now transposed into the
main line of the Open Variation) 7...
d5, 8.de d4? (but here Black errs
with this most unnecessary pawn
move; now White will expand and
exploit his lead in development. The
main-line continuation is 8...Be6.).
9.Rel Bf5, 10.Bf4 f6?!? (another
unnecessary pawn move which only

weakens Black’s king-side which is
presently the only safe place left to
‘hide’ his king. Further, a player gen-
erally does not want to open up the
file heading toward his king if the
player has not yet castled — espe-
cially if there is already an enemy
rook bearing down on that file, as
well!), 11.ef @Qf6:, 12.bNd2 Bg6?
(perhaps hoping for 13.Ne4: Qf4:),
13.Bg5! Qd6, 14.Ne4: Qd77? (14...
Be4: is a must here. Though, to be
sure, a player generally doesn’t want
to trade just before going behind in
material)

(after 14...Qd7)
(White to move and mate in one)

15. Nd6 mate is a nice, problem-
like finish!.

Note: All ratings are post-tour-
nament UPSCL ratings without ac-
count taken for bonus points based
on final-place standings. Generally
a USCF-equivalent rating is approxi-
mately 200 points less than the
UPSCL rating. 8
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