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THE

REPORT

Kids! Kids are everywhere playing tournament chess these days.
We are pleased to highlight the best in kids chess from Tulare County
in the far south to Arcata in the far north. Our lead article by Alan
Kirshner reports on the record 720 (plus) player turnout at the March
28-29 CalChess State School Championship. Be sure to read Bonnie
Yost's piece ‘Hey teacher, is this checkmate? for a sense of the spe-
cial joys of working in the Kindergarten section. Your editor was the
rookie head TD at this event and I would like to thank Alan Kirshner
and our volunteer staff for a great job.

Northern California chessplayers should all take great pride in
our current crop of talented scholastic players. In the March issue
of School Mates, five CalChess juniors were selected for the Press-
man All American Chess Team! Vinay Bhat (13 of San Jose), Jordy
Mont-Reynaud (13 of Palo Alto), David Pruess (15 of Berkeley), Gabe
Kahane (15 of Santa Rosa) and Dmitry Zilberstein (18 of San Fran-
cisco) are all proud representatives of the best in Northern Califor -
nia chess. And I don't think that anyone will object if I stretch the
state border just a little bit to also honor All-American Phillip Wang
(14) of Reno, Nevada.

Our little community suffered two painful losses this spring.
John Easterling of Richmond passed away on March 2nd at the age
of 61. John loved chess and devoted his life to teaching others the
joys of our game, He was exceptionally good with children and taught
chess in the Richmond schools for many years. John is survived by
his wife Delores and two sons. He is deeply missed by the East Bay
chess community. On March 31st, Dwight Williams (aged 35) passed
away in Fresno. Chess never had a more dedicated warrior! Dwight
played everywhere and everyone. Dwight was very excitable under
tournament conditions and he could drive a TD nuts. But you could
never stay mad at Dwight for very long as he loved chess and
chessplayers and he had a kind soul. Fresno tournaments will seem
a little empty without Dwight's energy to fill the room. We extend
our sympathy to his parents, family and many friends. This issue is
dedicated to the memory of John Easterling and Dwight Williams.

I have received several letters with corrections, deletions and
additions to our club directory listing on the back cover. Northern
California is a big state and the only way we can keep our club list
accurate is with your help. Please keep those cards and letters com-
ing! The deadline for submissions for the next issue of CCJ is Sep-
tember 15th.
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CalChess State Scholastic Championships

March 27-28, 1998

By Alan M. Kirshner

What if you threw a chess tour-
nament and too many players
showed? This is every organizers
dream and nightmare. This is what
occurred on the weekend of March
28 and 29 for the California Chess
State Scholastic Championships
held at the Santa Clara Convention
Center. As the organizer I had
planned on 600 players. I figured
that would be the growth from the
554 players that participated the
year before.

As the entries started arriving,
my comparisons with previous years
at the same time indicated we would
break 700 and could reach 800. I
rationalized that my team discount
and early entry deadlines explained
the apparent unexplained the dis-
proportionate numbers. But, I pan-
icked anyway—that is my nature. I
had only booked enough space for
600 players. What would I do with
the remainder? 1 could place Jay
Blem and his National Chess sales
out in a hallway again as I did last
year. Yet, that would make room
for only 50 more players. Besides 1
had promised Jay a secure room
this year.

I called the Convention Center
Staff. They eased my apprehension
by informing me that they had a few
small rooms not booked on the other
side of the Convention Center. I first
acted conservatively and book one
room for about 75 players, just in
case my rationalization about the
early entry fee for teams proved cor-
rect. The entries kept pouring in
and I decided to book two more
rooms to handle an overflow of 200
players. 1 am glad [ did. Pre-regis-
tration hit over 730 juniors and 709
players showed for the competition.
A few players arrived from Texas,
Idaho and the Southern California
state. Our tournament has always
been open to any scholastic player,
but only players and teams from
Northern California can claim the
championship titles.

Photo by Allan Fifield

I sent the High School players
and a small group of Junior High
School players to the other rooms.
By having the older participants on
the other side of the Convention
Center, | reduced the danger and an-
noyance of younger children becom-
ing lost or using the escalators and
elevators on that side of the build-
ing as toys.

Oh, they found enough “toys” to
cause my already elevated blood
pressure to jump. I had obtained
extra help to guard the escalators
in the main tournament area. How-
ever, a few times, the kids still were
able to pull the switches and stop
them from working. This turned out
to be the least of my problems. Se-
curity informed us that children had
been making false 911 calls from
one of the Convention Center tele-
phone banks. 1immediately posted
volunteers at that site. Despite my
efforts and announcements to re-
move anyone caught playing with
the telephones, the calls continued
from other telephone banks in the
Convention Center—20 during the
weekend. This problem alone might
prevent us from using this excellent
site in forthcoming years. The Cen-
ter staff was also unhappy about

8th grader
Vinay Bhat is
state K-12
champion and
is on his way
to Hawaii.

people bring food into the site. They
had, however, promised to set up a
food vendor at our area. They did
not. They provided one on the op-
posite side of the Center for another
convention. The prices they charged
were, to be polite, outrageous.

On Sunday, an event occurred
that had me vowing never to run an-
other scholastic tournament. Secu-
rity informed me that four teens had
enter a closed convention site. They
had used the large electric flat beds
in the room as bumper cars. When
security entered they jumped off the
cars, let them hit the walls, and
scooted out the back doors. One
wall was a mess and I figured we
would be billed a few thousand dol-
lars for repairs. A couple of parents
saw two of the boys who darted out
of the room and followed them to the
hotel. When security interrogated
the boys they learned that they were
not with our group. They had drifted
over from Great America. Phew! 1
still fail to understand why security
let them leave without taking their
names and addresses. In any case,
our chess players were vindicated
and Il intend to continue running the
State Championships—if I can find
a location large enough and willing
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smoothly direct the High School Di-
vision that this year saw 116 play-
ers contend for the championship
title and a chance to go to Hawaii
for the Denker Tournament of High
School Champions. Vinay Bhat
(2339), in 8th grade, defeated Jordy
Mont-Reynaud (2256) in the last
round to win the tournament, the
title and the trip to Hawaii as he will
be officially in High School in Au-
gust when the tournament occurs.
The College Preparatory School of
Oakland received 18.5 points to win
its first High School Championship.
Chess For Juniors from Huntington
Beach took the top Club trophy with
16.5 points.

You can see the complete results
of the tournament on the Internet
at http://www.hooked.net/~hege-
mon/Results.html. If you are inter-
ested in learning the new ratings of
the players, the United States Chess
Federation’s Internet site provides
a rapid rating search engine: http:/
/www.uschess.org. [ would like to
thank all our tournament staff
headed by Allan Fifield from Visalia.
The Championships would not be
held without our sponsor, Tom
Dorsch. He gave up going to the
National Open in Las Vegas, being
held the same weekend, to have fun
playing chess, roulette and politics.
He felt helping at this the largest
CalChess tournament ever was
more important. My thanks also to
the Weibel Elementary School par-
ents and other parents who offered
their services to make this year's
event not only the largest ever, but
one of the most efficient and enjoy-
able. I'wish I had the space to thank
you all by name. Of course, if [ avoid
trying to name everyone, I avoid the
risk of forgetting someone. 1 do
need to give special kudos to Pheobe
Chen who handled publicity. A
number of radio stations provided
information about the tournament
and my comments about children
in chess I could be heard on KCBS
news all day Saturday. KPIX-TV ,
our CBS affiliate, film the event and
ran two segments on their news.
Thanks to the players, the coaches
and the parents for a job well done.
I hope to see you all next year wher-
ever | can hold the CalChess State
Scholastic Championships.

Micah Fisher-Kirshner (1967)
David Preuss (2221)
K-12 Section
Round 4
Annotated by Micah and David
1.Nf3
Micah: I decided to play Nf3 af-
ter much thought having played
against David before.
1...e6
David: | was debating to play c5,
then it would be a symmetrical En-
glish, that or play the Dutch. I de-
cided that I would have a better win-
ning chance, but Micah would play
the Lichtiechen's, so I decided to
play €6, with the intent of playing
b6 or 5.
2.g3 b6 3.Bg2 Bb7 4.c4 15 5.d4
Nf6 6.0i0 Be7 7.Nc3 0i0 8.Rel
David: | think that Qc2 would
have been better. If the knight goes
to e4, then Micah could have played
a better move than Rel.
8...Ne4 9.Qc2 Bf6
David: I had to play this to prove
that his d4 pawn is weak.
10.e3
Micah: I played e3 with the in-
tent of Nd2.
10...Nxc3 11.gxc3 c5 12.b3 Bxf3

Micah: I think Bf3 was interest-
ing and made me wonder why David
would allow me to give him double
pawns or a queenside majority.
David: I figured this is the best way
to get out my knight and develop the
queenside. My thought was that Bf3
was really good, but at the same
time I feared that the same lines
were drawish. Being black, you are
happy to equalize, but on the other
hand, you are trying to win a cham-
pionship.
13.Bxf3 Nc6 14.Bxc6

David: If Rd1 cd 15. ed e5 win-
ning the pawn.
14...dxc6 15.Bb2 cxd4 16.exd4 c5

David: The alternative being
Qd7.

Photo by Allan Fifield

17.Rxe6 Qd7 18.Rael Rae8

David: cd4 Qd3 19. Rae8 Re8
20. Re8 Re8 21. Re8 Qe8 22. Qf5
d3 23. Bf6 gf6 24. Qdb+

TD David Gross is the Wizard o
SysSwiss behind the curtain.

19.Rxe8 Rxe8 20.Rxe8+ QxeS8
21.Qe3

Micah: I looked at the position
realizing that [ had no hope in sav-
ing my d-pawn, and looked hard and
found that Qe3 was my best plan.
21...Qd7

David: | thought “Okay, I can
play Qd7 and win the pawn.”
22.dxc5!!

David: Darn Micah—from a
psychological point of view his move
gets an exclaim.
22...Bxb2 23.cxb6 Bd4

Micah: When David played this
move, | thought that okay, time for
a bishop and three pawn endgame
which I would probably lose. But
after a bit of thinking, I was going
to first take ba7, but as I looked ba7
I saw that b7 would give me a very
good passed c-pawn with a winning
endgame. David: [ thought, “He
can't have missed Bd4. with ba7
with a8=Q+. So he still has three
pawns.” [ realized that Be5 would
be the place where I would win the
game, so Bd4 would be the quick-
est way to win the game. 24. ba7
Ba7

David: The way I looked at it was
that Micah couldn't prevent my
bishop from getting to ¢5 25. ¢5
Qd1+ 26. Kg2 Qd5+ Winning the
pawn. Then Micah had to move his
Queen and thus the bishop qoes to
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Young CalChess member places 337 ac dche
DB National Junior High Championships

Kyle Swany. 12 year old 7
grader from Centerville Junior High
in Fremont, competing in only his
fourth tournament, placed third in
the recent 1998 National Junior High
Chess Championships in Phoenix.
Kyle scored 6'2 points out of 7 with
more than 350 competitors in the
Novice division.

Kyle started playing chess for
fun last year with his friends in el-
ementary school. He has since im-
proved his skills by reading many
chess books, playing games against
internet opponents, playing lunch-
time games against his friends at
Centerville Jr. High and even play-
ing against his friends parents. Un-
fortunately his school does not have
an active chess programs (unlike
some other Fremont schools) so Kyle
has had to pick up all of his skills
on his own.

In March, while trying to find a
chess coach, Kyle found out about
the CalChess State Scholastic
Championships in Santa Clara. He
entered the K-8 class against ap-
proximately 180 players and earned
a respectable 32 points out of 6 in
his first tournament. Two weeks
later Kyle competed in the Califor-
nia Grade Level Championships in
Southern California. He won three
of five games and tied for fourth

by
Phil Swany

place. The two games that he
lost were on time. There were
only 30 minutes allowed per
player which was his tightest
time constraint so far. The day
before the Grade Level Cham-
pionships Kyle entered a one-
day, four-game tournament
sponsored by Chess for Jun-
iors. They had a division for
beginning and unrated players.
Kyle won all four of his games
and first place.

With his confidence build-
ing, and a couple of new tro-
phies on his shelf, Kyle went
to Phoenix for the National
Championships. Since he still
didn’t have a rating, Kyle was
eligible for the Novice division.
Not knowing what his provi-
sional rating was it seemed like
an appropriate place to start,
particularly since it was only
his fourth tournament. Over
the three-day tournament,
Kyle was the only player to
earn 6%z points for sole posses-
sion of 3" place! He was ner-
vous those last two games on Sun-
day but made it through undefeated.
His lone draw was against a player
who ended up in the top 20 so it was
not against an easy opponent.

Kyle is still looking for an in-

The Best of Berkeley

by
Alan Glasscoe

The following games played at
the Berkeley Chess Club were se-
lected by Alan Glasscoe and Kurt
Jacobs, our indefatigable but some-
what obsessive-compulsive bulletin
editor. Blame any bad analysis on
us and my little tin friend Ruby. Our
four main criteria for selecting
games were crash, flash, slash and
trash.

Tom Stevens (2049)
Ray Musselman (2076)
Blackmar-Stevens Gambit

1.d4 Nf6 2.Nc3 d5 3.e4 dxe4

4.Nge2

A Stevens specialty apparently
never considered by the Blackmar
Gemeinde; Diemer must be smil-
ing in his grave.
4.e6 5.Ng3 Be7 6.Ncxe4 0-0 7.Bd3
Nc6 8.¢3 Nxe4 9.Bxe4 {5 10.Bc2
Qe8 11.Qe2 Bd6 12.Bd2 e5
13.Bb3+ Kh8 14.d5 Ne7 15.0-0-0
c6 16.dxc6 Qxc6 17.Bg5 Ng6
18.Rd2 e4 19.Nh5 Ne5 20.Nf4 Nf7
21.Bxf7 Rxf7 22.Rxd6 Qxd6
23.Rd1 Qc5 24.Rd5 Qxd5 25.Nxd5
Be6 26.c4 b5 27.Qh5 bxc4 28.Nf4
1-0

Kyle Swany from Fremont with his
third place trophy at the National JHS
Championships

structor to prepare him for the
tougher competition ahead and
maybe even get a chess team to-
gether from Centerville Junior High.
Here's a name to watch for in the
future — Kyle Swany.

David Taylor (1722)
Uwe Jacobs (1664)

Italian with a Spanish flavor

1.e4 e5 2.Bc4 Nf6 3.Nf3 Nc6 4.d3
Bc5 5.¢3 0-0
(5...d5)
6.0-0 a6 7.Rel d6 8.h3 h6 9.Nbd2
Re8 10.Bb3 b5 11.Nf1 Bb7 12.Ng3
Na5 13.Bc2 Ba7 14.Nf5 Kh7
15.Qe2 Ng8 16.Ng5+

/.t/
V: 7z

Continued on page 16
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Class

THE

Place

MASTER 1-3

EXPERT 1st

UNR

2-3
2-3

1-2

1-2
3rd

1-2
1-2

1st

32nd ANNUAL 1998 LERA MEMORIAL DAY

CLASS CHAMPIONSHIPS
May 23, 24 & 25th

139 players

Directors: Jim Hurt assisted by Ted Yudacufski

Computer Programmer: “PairingPro”

Player

JOHN GREFE 2503 Berkeley, CA
MLADEN VUCIC 2451 Berkeley, CA
WALTER SHIPMAN 2369 San Francisco, CA

JAMES WAIDE 2044 San Francisco, CA
MICHAEL AIGNER 2094 Stanford, CA
LARRY SNYDER 2024 Berkeley, CA

STUART WITTENSTEIN 1941 Fremont, CA
STEVEN KRASNOV 1895 San Francisco, CA
NEIL REGAN 1989

ALBERTO CISNEROS 1547 Cupertino, CA

RON BEN-ZUR 1791

LATRAEL EAGLES 1666 Oakland, CA

CONSTANCIO CUSI, JR. 1356 South San Francisco, CA
PATRICK NICHOLS 1480 San Jose, CA

SHAWN HOLLINS 1343 Oakland, CA

INN HO SOHN 1268 Mountain View, CA

DAVE BROWN 1374 San Jose, CA

MARIJO MONT-REYNAUD 1085 Palo Alto, CA

ALEXANDER TSEUNG 989 Fremont, CA
ANDRES CIBRIAN 877 Modesto, CA

MAXIMO FAJARDO UNR Vallejo, CA

BRILLIANCY GAME WINNERS:

OPEN, ROMULO FUENTES, 2229, South San Francisco, $25
EXPERT. MICHAEL AIGNER, 2094, Stanford, $25

A, STEVEN KRASNOV, 1895, San Francisco, $25

B, MATTHEW HO, 1585, San Jose. $25

C. CARL ODEGAARD, 1544, San Jose, $25

UNR, ORIN HARRIS, Unrated. Santa Rosa, $25

Prize

$333
$333
$333

$400
$200
$200

$280
$280
$140

$300
8150
$150
$200
S67
S67
867
$100
$100

$50
$50

$100

Score

45-1.5
45-15
45-15

50-1
45-1.5
4.5-1

50-1.0
50-1.0
45-1.5

50-1.0
45-1.5
4.5 - 1.

92}

5.5-0.

45-1.
4.5- 1.

oo oo

5.0-1.0

4.0 -2.0

4.0-2.0
40-20

55-0.5
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THE 34th ANNUAL 1998 LERA PENNINSULA
CLASS CHAMPIONSHIPS

MARCH 14-15, 1998

161 players
Directors: Jim Hurt & Ted Yudacufski
Computer Programmer: “PairingPro” by Robert Massey

Class Place Player Prize Score
OPEN 1-2 JOHN GREFE 2503 Berkeley, CA $400 3.5-0.5
1-2 MIKE ARNE 2258 Palo Alto, CA $400 3.5-0.5
3-6 CRAIG MAR 2479 Oakland, CA S50 3.0-1.0
3-6 BURT IZUMIKAWA 213 San Carlos, CA S50 3.0-1.0
3-6 WALTER SHIPMAN 2340- San Francisco, CA S50 3.0-1.0
3-6 MARK LAIKHTMAN 1900 Newark, CA S50 3.0-1.0
EXPERT 1st BEILA EVANS 2147 San Francisco, CA $400 3.5-0.5
2-4 H. EDWARD SYRETT 2176 Meno Park, CA $S133 3.0-1.0
2-4 PETER KAPPLER 2088 Mountain View, CA $133 3.0-1.0
2-4 MARTIN MARSHALL 1967 San Francisco, CA S133 3.0-1.0
A 1-2 WILLIAM WHITNEY 1892 Berkeley, CA $280 3.5-0.5
1-2 LATRAEL EAGLES 1655 Oakland, CA $S280 3.5-0.5
3-5 WILLIAM TATE 1894 San Mateo, CA 847 3.0-1.0
3-5 ROD MCCALLEY 1880 Palo Alto, CA $47 3.0-1.
3-5 DAVID LISCHINSKY 1805 Palo Alto, CA S47 3.0-1.0
B 1st ALFRED ABRAHAM 1778 Capitola, CA $300 4.0-0.0
2nd DEREK LAU 1386 San Jose, CA $S180 3.5-0.5
3-5 KEVIN STORMS 1705 Turlock, CA $40 3.0-1.0
3-5 FRED MOULDEN 1663 Sunnyvale, CA $40 3.0-1.0
3-5 ANDREW PERCEY 1644 San Jose, CA $40 3.0-1.0
C Ist CARL ODEGAARD 1514 San Jose, CA $200 4.0-0.0
2-3 EVAN SKOWVONSKI 1532 Tracy, CA S100 3.5-0.5
2-3 ERIC TOLENTINO 1490 San Francisco, CA S100 3.5-0.5
D 1-5 ROBERT CHAN 1390 Fremont, CA $S20 3.0-1.0
1-5 ALBERTO CISNEROS 1299 Cupertino, CA $20 3.0-1.0
1-5 MICHAEL LANE 1264 San Jose, CA $20 3.0-1.0
1-5 CHRIS LOCKARD 1190 San Jose, CA 820 3.0-1.0
1-5 KENNETH WU 1076 Cupertino, CA $20 3.0-1.0
E 1st CHRIS WAROFF 1093 Santa Clara, CA $100 3.5-0.5
F st HAN ZHANG 948 Palo Alto, CA $100 3.0-1.0
UNR 1-2 CHUNG NGUYEN UNR Milpitas, CA S50 4.0-0.0
1-2 NARASIMHAY YADAVALLI UNR Sunnyvale, CA S50 4.0-0.0

BRILLIANCY GAME WINNERS:

OPEN. MARK LAIKTHMAN, 1900, Newark, CA
EXPERT, ROBERT WHITAKER, 2000, Pleasant Hill, CA
A, STEVEN KRASNOV, 1923, San Francisco, CA

B, TREVOR BAUER. 1687, Campbell, CA
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Piedmont Middle School Wins State Championship;

In their first appearance as a
team, Piedmont Middle School
emerged as 1998 CalChess state
champions, finishing a half-point
ahead of Hopkins Jr. High of Fre-
mont. Piedmont was led by Elliot
Temple, who scored 5.5 out of 6 to
share individual co-championship
for the second straight year. Alex
Isenstadt and Monty Peckham
added scores of 4.5/6 and sixth
grader lan Huey's win in the final
round pulled him up to four points
and provided the team with the
needed margin of victory. Cameron
Huey (3.5), David Pescetti (3.5},
andAaron Fung (3) rounded out the
all-around excellent effort of these
young players.

Hopkins had won the state title
in four of the last five years, and had
taken the national title in 1996, so
the Piedmonters were bucking tra-
dition in this strong field. Following
Piedmont and Hopkins were Biggs
Middle, and St. Mark's, the latter
also being a traditional power-
house.

Following this success, the team
travelled to Phoenix in the first
weekend in May to swap combina-
tions with the best in the country at
the 26th National Junior High
School Championships. Piedmont
took only five players, and with each
team’s top four scores counting,
they needed good results from ev-
eryone. Many of the other teams
consisted of fifteen to thirty mem-

Ties for Third in U.S.

by Mark Brown

bers.

Piedmont had a very rocky start,
hovering near tenth-place by the
midway point. In the penultimate
round they pulled up to a tie for fifth,
and in the final showdown they put
it all together to tie for third, taking
fourth place on tie-breaks.

Elliot Temple again played ex-
emplary chess, taking six of seven
games, to take sixth in the country:
Peckham and Isenstadt again pro-
vided the two-three punch with five
and four points, respectively. Aaron
Fung also had four points, tallying
a clutch last round victory.

In a side event, Temple and fel-
low Berkeley Chess School product
Liam MacDermed streaked to a per-
fect 14-0 crush of the competition
in the national bug-house champi-
onship.

I have to give enormous credit
to Robert Tanner and his Arizona
staff for the smooth running of this
mammoth tournament. It was a
model of efficiency and a perfect site
for chess.

You will find two games below,
one each by Elliot Temple and Alex
[senstadt from the state champion-
ship.

Alex Isenstadt (1289)
Akash Deb (1552)
CalChess State Junior High
School Championships (4)
Closed Sicilian[B23]
1.e4 c5 2.Nc3 Nc6 3.g3 Nf6 4.Bg2

d6 5.d3 e5 6.Bg5 Be7 7.Nge2 Bg4
8.h3 Bh5 9.g4 Bg6 10.f4 exf4
11.Nxf4 Qd7 12.a4 Nxg4 13.Qxg4
Qxg4 14.hxga Bxg5 15.Nfd5 0-0-
0 16.a5 Nd4 17.Kd1 h5 18.a6 b5
19.Ne2 Nxe2 20.Kxe2 hxg4
21.Rxh8 Rxh8 22.Nb6+! Kc7
23.Nd5+ Kb8 24.Ra5 Kc8 25.Rxb5
Rd8 26.Rb7 Rd7 27.Nb6+! axb6
28.Rxd7 Kxd7 29.a7 Bf6 30.c3
Be5 31.a8=Q g3 32.gb7+ Keb6
33.Ggxb6 Bh5+ 34.Kd2 Bf4+
35.Kc2 Be2 36.Qb3+ Kf6 37.Qd5
g5 38.Qf5+ Ke7 39.d4 c4 40.Kbl
Be3 41.Ka2 Bd3 42.Qf3 Bf4 43.d5
f6 44.Qg4 Bd2 45.Kb2 Bf4 46.d6
Beb5 47.Qe6+ Kf8 48.Qc8+ Kg7
49.bxc4 Be2 50.¢5 dxc5 51.d6
Kh6 52.d7 Bg4 53.Gh8+ 1-0

Elliot Temple (1660)
Monyrith Meas (959)
CalChess State Junior High
School Championships (2)
London System [A48]
1.d4 Nf6 2.Nf3 e6 3.Bf4 Be7 4.e3
0-0 5.Nbd2 b6 6.Bd3 Bb7 7.c3 d6
8.h3 Nbd7 9.a4 Nd5 10.Bh2 Re8
11.Qe2 c5 12.Nc4 N7f6 130-0 Nc7
14.Rfd1 @Qd7 15.dxc5 bxch
16.Nxd6 Bxd6 17.Bxd6 Ncd5
18.Bxc5 €5 19.Bb5 Bc6 20.c4
Bxb5 21.axb5 Qc7 22.cxd5 Qxc5
23.Racl Qb4 24.e4 Nxe4 25.Rc4
Qxb5 26.Rxe4 Qb7 27.Rxe5 Red8
28.d6 h6 29.Re7 Qc6 30.Ne5 Qcb
31.Nxf7 Rf8 32.d7 Rxf7 33.d=Q+
Rxd8 Rf8 35.Rxf8+ Kxf8 36.Re8+

Kf7 37.Qe6# 1-0

Continued from page 7

16...Kgb

If 16...hxgd5 17.Qh5+ Nh6 and it's
still a game unless White can im-
prove on 18 Nxg7 Qf6 19.Nxe8
Bxf2+ 20.Kfl Rxe8 21.Bxgb Qg6
22.Qxgb6+ Kxgb 23.Kxf2 Kxgb
17.Nh4+ Kf6 18.Qf3+ 1-0

If you are scoring at home, all
your pieces should still be on the
board.

Andrew Handler (1712)
Robert Fojt (2065)
Sicilian Grand Prix

1l.e4 c5 2.Nc3 d6 3.f4 Nf6 4.Nf3
g6 5.Bc4 e6 6.0-0 Bg7 7.d3 0-0
8.Qel d5 9.Bb3 dxe4 10.dxe4 Nc6
11.Gh4 Nd4 12.Kh1 Nxb3 13.axb3
b6 14.f5 exf5 15.Bg5 h6 16.Bxh6
Bxh6 17.Qxh6 Ng4 18.Qf4 Kg7
19.Rad1l Qe7 20.h3 fxe4 21.Nxe4
f5 22.Neg5 Nf6 23.Rfel Qb7
24.Re5 Re8 25.Rxe8 NxeS8
26.Qe5+ Kf8

27.Qh8+ Ke7 28.Rel+ 1-0

Everett Holmes (1478)
Philip Freihofner (1689)
Spanish Open Variation

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Ba4
Nf6 5.0-0 Nxe4 6.Rel?! (d5) 6...
Nc5 7.Bxc6 dxc6 8.Nxe5 Be7 9.d4
Ne6 10.Gh5 0-0 11.c3 f6 12.Ng4
Re8 13.Nd2 Nf4 14.Qh4 Ngé
15.9g3 Bd6 16.Rxe8+ Qxe8
17.Qf3 Bxgd

17...Qel+ 18.Nfl Bxg4 19.Qxg4d
Bxh2+ 20.Kxh2 Qxf1

18.Qxg4 Qel+ 19.Nfl Re8 20.b3
f5 21.Qxf5 Rf8 22.Qc2 Rxf2
23.Qd3 Rxfl+ 24.Qxf1 Bxh2+ 0-1
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Mar and Brown tie in

1998 Berkeley Chess Club Championship

Craig Mar (2479) and Mark
Brown (2009) each scored 6.5 points
in the 8-round Berkeley Chess Club
championship held during March
and April, splitting $230 of the $540
prize fund. Craig missed two
rounds, but won the title by defeat-

Musselman (2009) -
Grijalva (1274)
BCC Championship (1)
Dutch defense

l.c4 f5 2.d4 g6 3.g3 Bg7 4.Bg2
Nf6 5.Nf3 0-0 6.0-0 d6 7.Nc3 QeS8
8.Qc2 e5 9.dxe5 dxe5 10.e4 f4
11.gxf4 Nh5 12.Nd5 Bg4 13.Nxc7
Qc8 14.Nxa8 Bh3 15.f5 Bxg2
16.Kxg2 gxf5 17.exf5 Rxf5 18.Nc7
Nf4a+ 19.Bxf4 Rxf4 20.Nd5 Qg4+
21.Kh1 gxf3+ 0-1

Regensberg (2112) - Brown
(2009)
BCC Championship (6)
Sicilian Paulsen [B42]
1l.e4 ¢5 2.Nf3 e6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4
a6
The Paulsen. or Kan, is known
for its flexibility. Black can trans-
pose to Scheveningen set-ups, or

by Alan Glasscoe
Annotated game by Mark Brown

ing Mark in the seventh round. 94
players competed in the tournament
directed by Alan Glasscoe, David
Goldfarb, and Kurt Jacobs. Kurt
produced bulletins for each round.
A complete list of prize winners fol-
lows.

try for the shallower waters of the
Taimanov with an eventual Nge7.
5.Bd3 Qc7 6.0-0 Bc5 7.Nb3 Be7
The Bishop retreat to a7 is be-
ing played with increasing fre-
quency; in this case, White can
neutralize the Ba7 with Qe2 and
Be3, but then White's King-
side play is stalled.
8.Be3 Nf6 9.Qe2 d6 10.N1d27?!
This seems to be a misplace-
ment of the knight. I don’t see what
its role might be in the coming
battle. On d2, the knight has no
say concerning the important d5
square.
10...Nbd7 11.Rael 0-0 12.Kh1 b6
I was leary of over-extending too
soon on the Q-side, so I wanted to
avoid 12...b5 13.a4 b4 14.Nc4
13.f4 Bb7 14.Qf3 e5 15.Gh3 b5
16.Nc1?
White should have gone in for

16.15 looking for a kingside pawn
avalanche, perhaps. But I was
prepared to take the initiative with
a central counter 16...d5! 17.Bgh
Nc5 and White has problems hold-
ing the position together. Now that
the white knight can’t get to d4 im-
mediately, my next move is fortu-
itously timed.

16...exf4! 17.Bxf4 Ne5 18.Bxe5
dxe5 19.Ne2 Bc8!

Intending to reposition the
bishop to €6, where it can continue
its watch on  d5, but also influ-
ence the kingside if necessary.
20.Qg3 Nh5 21.Qf3 g6 22.Nc3 Be6
23.Nd5 Bxd5 24.exd5 Nf4 25.c3
Nxd3 26.Qxd3 15 27.Qe2 e4

This is the one of the nice points
of the Sicilian. Black attains a de-
cisive central pawn majority with
great momentum. Note that the b5
pawn clips off any reinforcements
to the “lost brigade” at d5.
28.c4 bxc4 29.Nxc4 Qc5 30.b3
Rad8 31.d6 Bxd6 32.Nxd6 Rxd6
33.Rcl @b5 34.Qe3 Rfd8 35.h3
Rd2 36.Qg5 Qe2 37.Rcel Qb5

Otherwise the {-pawn hangs. We
have both been in “blitz" mode for
several moves.
38.a4 Qe5 39.b4 R8d7 40.b5 axb5
41.axb5 R8d3

The transparent threat of
42...Rxh3+ 43.gxh3 Qh2 mate keeps
White on his  toes.
42.Re3 Rd1 43.Reel 0-1

Rather than liquidate and suf-
fer further, Wade graciously resigned
before 1could find a quiet continu-
ation.
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THE THIRTY-SECOND ANNUAL e ——
° 1998 LERA SUNNYVALE CLASS CHAMPIONSHIPS —_—
DATE Saturday and Sunday, August 15th & 16th. l
PLACE LERA Auditorium B/160, corner of Mathilda Ave. & Java St., Sunnyvale (take Bayshore Freeway to the North

Mathilda offramp; then go seven blocks north on Mathilda to Java St; B/160 is on the far left corner; 408/747-9167)

DIRECTOR  Jim Hurt, assisted by Ted Y udacufski (National Tournament Director) of Monterey.

TYPE Four round Swiss with eight separate divisions, each division with its own prizes. In pairing an odd numbered
group, we promote a high player from the next highest group to yield an even number in the odd numbered group.
PRIZES Division: Open Expert A B C D E E Unrated
First Prize: $500 $400 $350  $300 $200 $100  $100 $100 $100
Second Prize:  $300 $240 $210  $180 $120
Third Prize: $200 $160 $140 $120 $ 80

The prize fund is based on 160 paid entries. If the paid entries exceed 160 players, then the prize fund will be increased and if the paid
entries are less than 160 the prize fund will be decreased. A player can play up only one class; exception: an unrated player can play
uponly intothe Open division. A total of eight brilliancy prizes may be awarded, one for eachdivision. Junior prizes may be awarded.

SCHEDULE ITEM STARTING TIME TIME CONTROL
Registration 8109:30 am Saturday 30 moves in 90 minutes,
Round One 10:30 am Saturday 30 moves in 60 minutes,
L., Round Two 4:00 pm Saturday 10 moves in 10 minutes
Round Three 9:30 am Sunday thereafter
Round Four 3:00 pm Sunday

ENTRY FEES Mail: The entry fee for the Open or Expert division is $40, for the A
or B division is $35, and for the C, D, E or Unrated division is $30, if
mailed by August 10th. If paid Saturday morning, all entry fees will
be $5 more. The entry fee for K through 6th Graders who have
ratings below 1100 points is $15, and they may play in a separate
division.

CONDITIONS  Inordertostart the firstround on time, we are incorporating a new policy: White to Win in 5 Moves
Y ou must be at the registration desk prior to 9:30 am in order to be paired in the first round. If you arrive after 9:30
am, you will either geta 1/2 point bye, or be paired against another late entry. 1/2 Point Byesare available. All players
must be USCF members or become members at the tournament. CCA ratings may be used at the discretion of the
tournament director.

For more information, call Jim Hurt (970) 285-7041 or after August 10th call Ken Stone (408) 629-5530.

SNACK BAR Food and refreshments available at the LERA snack bar.

NEXT EVENT  The next LERA chess tournament will be held Thanksgiving weekend, 1998,

8/98 ENTRY FORM
Name Phone USCF Rating
Address City Zip
Name & Date of the last tournament you played in: Your Age:
USCF Identity Number Exp. Date USCF dues: $35.00 - adult , $15 - under 20

Entry Fee*: The Open or Expert division is $40.00, the A or B division is $35.00, and the C, D, E, or Unrated Division is $30.00 (Circle your division).
*If mailed by August 10th, otherwise entry fees are $5 more. Make check payable to LERA Chess Club.

Mail to: Jim Hurt, LERA Chess Club, P.O. Box 60451, Sunnyvale, CA 94088 Amount of check
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LETTERS ro: EDITOR

Dear Editor:

I have read a great deal lately about the concept of
One Member One Vote (OMQV]) in the USCF. | don't see
OMOV as the real solution to the problems of growth
for the USCF. USCF does not attract nearly as many
adult members as it “should” because USCF tourna-
ments are not seen by enough chess playing adults as a
fun, worthwhile thing to do.

Everyone has their own opinions on how to encour-
age more adult participation. In my humble opinion.
ordinary members want more tournaments available.
In general, casual players are less interested in the “big
prize” extravaganzas that appeal to the professionals
and the organizers and more interested in an abun-
dance of fun, club-level events. This calls for a return to
grass-roots club promotion. and an effort to emphasize
that chess tournaments should be fun and inclusive. 1
am sure that many of us have been to a tournament or
club or two where the point seemed to be less about
inclusive fun and more about a few folks playing one
another to the exclusion of almost everyone else. [ am
sure many of us are tired of tournament alternatives
which stretch across holiday weekends at entry fees as
high as two hundred forty dollars: in my area, I note in
the local chess column that attendance was way down
for such a local memorial day affair.

As a side note, the sheer discourtesy which seems
to flow from some chess players today would be amus-
ing if it weren't discouraging attendance—who wants to
play in tournaments in which boorishness is not only
tolerated but even sometimes lauded? I don’t see how
either OMOV or not OMOV will impact the issues of
how to make chess have broader appeal at the tourna-
ment level...a return to the fun, cordial tournaments
that made USCF chess more fun as little as 20 years
ago than it is today. Absent such an incentive to create
the needed quarter million active adult USCF mem-
bers, I don't see how professionals are going to have the
fan base to really earn money off chess in a big way.

OMOV is interesting (and in my opinion. preferable),
but OMOV is not a panacea for the what I think are the
real problems.....one simply cannot grow a game with-
out substantial grass-roots interest (which fuels media
attention, corporate sponsorships, etc.), and everyone
might be better suited worrying about how to put on
more good weekend Swiss tourneys and quads than the
labyrinths of USCF internal politics.

Sincerely,
Robert Nunnally

Editor: Thanks for your contribution There is a definite
need for more low cost ‘fun’ adult tournaments.

To the Editor,

[ think Mark Duckworth and myself may have
been the only people in Southern California who
owned Micromate clocks.The red LEDs were neat
in-doors but were invisible in bright light. They
could have been bigger too. It was a great blitz clock
and would have been a good tournament clock but
[ didn’t trust the batteries to stay charged that
long. The switches on top were too small so I rigged
a rocker-adapter but they were also too fragile for
blitz and I had to replace them with sturdier metal
switches. Programming it was not a cinch which
made it unpopular at work. I finally pitched mine
when its internal Ni-Cads would no lenger hold a
charge. Too bad because today’s digitals look
kiudgey and klutzy by comparison although obvi-
ous strides have been made in battery and LCD
technology and price.

Regards,
Al Pena

Editor: Thanks for your informative reply to my re-
quest last issue for additional information on this
Jfirst digital chess clock.

Dear Mr. Fifield,

Could you kindly tell me how you can produce
such a wonderful chess magazine for only 12 dol-
lars per year? Do you have a special printer or are
your overhead expenses negligible? Is it a secret
how much producing one issue costs and who does
the printing for you? Anyway, congratulations on
a great job you are doing!

Best regards.
Val Zemitis

Editor: Thanks for you kind comments. Here's our
secret for producing four great issues foronly $12
per year: 1. Our staff is incredibly underpaid and
2. We lose money on each and every issue. On a
more serious note, the CCJ in printed by Jostens
Printing & Publishing of Visalia CA which also
printed a series of fine chess books for Hypermodern
Press.
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Dear Editor:

I read “An Interview with Tom and Carolyn” in the
Spring issue of California Chess Journal, and I have a
question:

Was CalChess founded by Dorsch and Withgitt, or
found by them?

0ld Copies of Chess Voice were apparently published
by CalChess (Northern California Chess Association),
“The USCF state chapter for Northern California.” Years
1976-1979 were labeled volumes 9-12, so it seems to
date back at least to 1968; and they name current
CalChess VP Hans Poschmann on their officer list, so
there is a link. If you don't know the answers to my Q's,
perhaps you could consult Mr. Poschmann.

Of course, it's possible that CalChess went defunct,
lay dormant for a while, and was revived. Although “re-
vived” might then be more accurate, I wouldn't object
to its revivers being considered founders.

But as the spring 1998 CCJ itself is Volume 12 Num-
ber 1, the “revived (?)” CalChess would seem to date
back at least to 1987 — probably further, given their
habit of playing “catch up” with the publication sched-
ule. Tom Dorsch is quoted in CCJ as claiming to have
co-founded CalChess in 1990; these can’'t both be true.

There is also credit I've heard a longtime director
give to Mr. Dorsch, saying he "doubled [CalChess] mem-
bership when he took it over.” “Took it over” doesn't

sound like “founded” in this context; also, had he co-
founded CalChess, then doubling the membership
would have left it at — zero!

Far be it from me to question Mr. Dorsch’s contri-
butions; in fact I give him the utmost credit for being
the only USCF officer to tell us all the grim financial
truth back in 1996-97. And I agree with the 20-year
Northern California expert who “never say[s] anything
against Carolyn Withgitt because she’s good for chess.”
[ don’t want to detract from their accomplishments; I'm
just curious about these inconsistencies. Given all of
their true contributions to Northern California chess,
then mischaracterizing their roles actually would de-
tract from those accomplishments. [ hope that's not the
case.

Cordially,
Kurt Jacobs

Editor: Tom'’s precise claim in the article (pg 18) is: ... I
founded CalChess in 1990. I became the president of
what was at that time the Northern California Chess As-
sociation. It had no magazine, no members, no activity.”
While everyone acknowledges that a state chess organi-
zation existed (at least on paper) before Tom and Carolyn
took over, I believe it’s fair to say that they founded the
organization we now know as CalChess.

Tie Arm ‘98 Monmney Ormy

With 15 entries in the premier
division. including 3 Masters and 4
Experts, and 6 players in the reserve
the turnout was very nice indeed.
The last couple of times around
we've literally had to beat the
bushes to get enough players to hold
this event! NTD Ted Yudacufski usu-
ally holds this 3 round Swiss on the
last Sunday of every month (except
the months when there is a conflict
with the LERA tournament in
Sunnyvale).

Alejandro Garamendi (2035} of
Pebble Beach took top honors with
a clean 3-0. This excellent perfor-
mance included wins against Daniel
Burkhard (2219) of Aptos, and Paul
Cripe (2211) of Modesto!

Robert Sferra (2200) of San Jose
had 2.5-.5 earning him sole second
place, and third was split between
Paul Cripe, Joe Kruml (2116) of Sea-

by Duncan Oxley

side, Mark Marron (2016} of Big Sur
and Abe Mina (2004) of Salinas.

The under 1700 prize went to
Ismael Diaz (1536) of Salinas and
George Wilson (Unr.) of Monterey,
with 1.5-1.5 each.

In the concurrent Reserve sec-
tion Chris Waroff (1168) of Santa
Clara took sole first, and second
place was a tie between Robert
Greenwood (1100) of Carmel, and
Jenna Cripe (Unr.).

The chess club here is still
smarting from the departures of FM
Peter Yu and NM Tom Thrush both
of whom re-located to other areas
{Tom Thrush is now in the Las Ve-
gas area, and Peter Yu is, I believe,
in Southern California). It looks like
Alejandro is ready to take the next
step up to master and hopefully he
can fill some of that void!

Here are his 3 wins-decide for
yourself:
Garamendi (2035)
Oxley (1578)
Round 1
1.d4 d5 2.c4 Nf6 3.cd Nd5 4.e4
Nf6 5.Nc3 e6 6.Nf3 Bb4 7.Bg5 Be7
8.Bc4 0-0 9.0-0 Nbd7 10.e5 Nd5
11.Nd5 Bg5 12.Ng5 ed5 13.Qh5 h6
14.Nf7 Qe8 15.BdS 1-0

Burkhard (2219)
Garamendi (2035)
Round.2
l.e4 ¢5 2.d3 Nc6 3.g3 e6 4.Bg2
d5 5.Nd2 Nf6 6.Ngf3 Bd6 7.0-0 O-
O 8.Rel Qc7 9.¢3 b6 10.Nh4 de
11.de €5 12.Nc4 RdS 13.Bg5 Be7
14.Qc2 h6 15.Bd2 Ba6 16.Bf1 Bb7
17.£3 b5 18.Ne3 c4 19.Radl Be5
20.Kh1 Ne7 21.Bcl Qb6 22.Nhg2

Continued on page 30
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The Mechanic’s Institute

SENIOR CHAMPIONSHIP

by Joan Arbil

This five round Swiss was held
from April 17th to April 19th at the
historic Mechanic’s Institute in San
Francisco. Walter Shipman is our
first ever Senior Champion by scor-
ing 4.5 out of five and he is a class
act. By Sunday evening, still unde-
feated and fighting fatigue by dab-
bing his eyelids with water from two
plastic drinking glasses, Walter con-
vincingly showed his last contender,
Victor Ossipov, the undeniable dif-
ference between an IM and a 2200
master.

Shipman,W. (2369)

Ossipov,V.(2228)
1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.e3
Bf5 5.cxd5 Nxd5 6.Bc4 e6 7.Nge2
Bg6 8.0-0 Be7 9.Rel 0-0 10.e4
Nxc3 11.Nxc3 b5 12.Bb3 b4
13.Na4 Nd7 14.f3 Nb6 15.Be3 Rc8
16.Rc1 Bd6 17.Qe2 Re8 18.Nc5
Qc7 19.g3 Nd7 20.Nd3 Qb7
21.Bc4 Nb6

»
»

22.Nc5 Bxc5 23.Ba6 Qe7 24.dxcH
Nd7 25.Bxc8 Rxc8 26.Redl {6
27.Rd6 Bf7 28.Rcd1 Nf8 29.Qa6
Qc7 30.e5 fxe5 31.Bg5 BeS8
32.Bd8 @b8 33.Ba5 e4 34.fxe4
Bh5 35.Rfl Be8 36.Qc4 Qb7
37.Bxb4 Bf7 38.e5 a5 39.Bc3 Bgb
40.@d4 Qa8 41.Rd1 Qa7 42.Qc4
Qa8 43.b3 a4 44.Qxa4 Qxa4d
45.bxa4 Bc2 46.Rd8 Bxdl
47.Rxc8 Bxa4 48.Ra8 Bc2 49.a4
Kf7 50.a5 1-0

Ossipov shared second and
third place with David Blohm,
whose knight ending was instruc-
tive as well as interesting. Well cal-
culating the danger inherent
in the knight end game, the
dark horse held the key
square d5 while David's King,
a true Viking. penetrated the
king-side and ate his way to
victory.

Orlov.B. (2100)
Blohm,D.(2228)
l.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.exdb exd5
4.Bd3 Nc6 5.c3 Bd6 6.Nf3
Nge7 7.0-0 Bg4 8.Bg5 f6
9.Bh4 Qd7 10.Bg3 Bxg3

David Blohm on the
move to a second
place finish at the
Mechanics Senior!
Note the black pawn
on the square ABS!
Photo by Richard
Shorman

11.fxg3 Bf5 12.Bxf5 Nxf5 13.Qe2+
Nce7 14.Nbd2 0-0O 15.Rael Rae8
16.Qe6+ Qxe6 17.Rxe6 Nd6 18.g4
g5 19.Rfel Kf7 20.R6e2 Ng6 21.g3
Rxe2 22.Rxe2 Re8 23.Rxe8 Kxe8
24 .Kf2 Kd7 25.Ke3 Ne7 26.b3 b6
27.c4 dxc4 28.bxc4 b5 29.¢5 Nd5+
30.Kd3 Nb7 31.a3 Na5 32.Nb1 Nc4
33.Nfd2 Nxd2 34.Kxd2 Ke6
35.Kd3 a5 36.Ke4 c6 37.Kd3 b4
38.axb4 Nxb4+ 39.Ke4 a4 40.Na3
Nd5 41.Kd3 15 42.gxf5+ Kxf5
43.Nc2 h5 44.Na3 Kg4 45.Nbl
Kh3 46.Nc3 a3 47.Kc2 Ne7 48.Ne4
Kxh2 49.Nxg5 Kxg3 50.Kb3 h4
51.Kxa3 h3 0-1

The time control 40 in two fol-
lowed by sudden death in one hour
and two rounds a day. By Sunday
afternoon the chessroom was heavy
with the feel of fatigue. Heavy
breathing and an occasional
squabble punctured the silence of
the room. Paul Vayssie's errant
bishop on e2 captured a pawn on
h6. Then a heated dispute broke out
on board two. Chests heaved, my
threats to forfeit and reminders that
this was after all “only a game” fell
on battle-crazed ears.

A mother wandered in with a
baby in her arms and a gruff voice
shouted, "GET THAT BRAT OUTTA
HERE!"...This was war. Not only
were no byes requested during the
grueling five rounds but no one
dropped out. These were seasoned
warriors and not cock-a-mannie
kids.

My special thanks to Elizabeth
Shaughnessy, the former Irish
womans champion for her partici-
pation. She faired well against the
likes of Ben Gross and Kurt Bendit,
the former Mechanics chessroom
director, who almost successfully
swindled her. In spite of the modest
twenty three entries, the first ever
Mechanics’ Institute Senior Cham-
pionship was a success.
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THE BERKELEY CHESS ScHoOOL
OFFeErs SUMMER CaMP

The Berkeley Chess School,
headed by Elizabeth Shaughnessy,
former Irish women's chess cham-
pion, is offering its eighth summer
program. The camp includes chess
instruction at four levels; beginner,
lower intermediate, upper interme-
diate and advanced. The emphasis
is on the joy of the game, but with a
serious eye to the student’s
progress.

Mrs. Shaughnessy has been
able to pull together a team of in-
structors led by Senior Master Roger
Poehlmann and National Master
Mark Brown. Grand Master
Alexander Eugenovich Baburin will
also be supplementing the class-
room instruction with a series of 12
lectures. Guest appearances will be
made by a host of other chess “ce-
lebrities” including Walter Browne
(five time U.S. Champion}, Julio
Kaplan (former Junior World Cham-
pion) and Richard Shorman (creator
of masters).

Three young masters will also be

by
Lanette Chan-Gordon

appearing together to play simul-
taneous exhibitions against the
students. They are Vinay Bhat (un-
til recently the youngest master in
the history of U.S. chess}, Jordy
Mont Renaud (a silver medalist in
the World Youth Championships)
and Jenny Franklah (National
Master).

Classes will be held in Berke-
ley Monday through Friday from
June 22 through July 17, 1998
from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. for students
in grades 1 through 9. The fee of
$300.00 includes daily instruction
and play and first time member-
ship to the United States Chess
Federation. The fee will be pro-
rated at $18.00 per day for partial
attendance (e.g. one week. three
days a week or two of the four
weeks).

The Berkeley Chess School, a
non profit corporation, currently
gives chess instruction in 72
schools throughout the Bay Area.
Its students placed first at every

level of competition in the 1997
State Championships. For more in-
formation on The Berkeley Chess
School and its summer camp, con-
tact Elizabeth Shaughnessy at (510)
843-0150 *

Photo by Lanette Chan-Gordon

Gabe Gordon, 8 and a student
at The Berkeley Chess School,
ponders his next move.

f
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CHESS INSTRUCTORS WANTED FOR SEPTEMBER

For elementary school children in the East Bay Area. Must be good
with kid, which especially includes being able to keep order in a class-
room of up to 20 kids. Should have a USCF rating and be willing to
teach from the lesson plans provided by the Berkeley Chess School.

Job is part time, minimum one hour per week, 2:00 pm or later, $20.00
per hour lesson.

Own transportation is essential
Contact Elizabeth Shaughnessy
“The Berkeley Chess School”
510-843-0150

Y,
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FRESNO CHESS ACADEMY HAS A
BANNER FIRST YEAR!

Ken Pascal

The students of the newly es-
tablished Fresno Chess Academy
under the instruction of Senior
Master Artak Akopian have had a
remarkable showing at major
scholastic events.

First, playing in team match for-
mat, Keith Yost (age 11), Chris Pas-
cal (12), Hakop Tataryan (13) and
David “the Lionhearted” Tataryan (7)
journeyed south. They entered the
Scholastic Amateur Team Champi-
onship against 20 teams in the
Crowne Plaza Hotel at the Los An-
geles Airport. Sponsored by the
Southern California Chess Federa-
tion this first ever Scholastic event
was held in conjunction with the
Amateur Team West Championship.
Seated side by side, Fresnans
battled players drawn from Newport
Beach, Pacific Palisades, Westwood,
and the San Fernando Valley. Op-
ponernts included high school teams.
Encountering 3 high school teams
along the way, Fresno finished with
a record of 4 team wins, no losses
and two draws. Keith Yost was 6
and O on board one as the top

rated team member playing
against the other teams’ top play-
ers. The Fresno Chess Academy
was awarded sole possession of
first place with 5 out of 6 points.
They received individual trophies,
engraved time clocks and a tow-
ering team trophy.

On February 28, 1998 the
Carden School of Fresno hosted the
first ever USCF rated scholastic
chess tournament in Fresno. Allan
Fifield's Chess for Kids program
sponsored this event. Fresno Chess
Academy members participated on
an individual basis in this special
local event. There were 102 players
registered for this five round one day
Kindergarten through 12th grade
tournament. Students came from
Hanford, Corcoran, Visalia,
Strathmore, Madera, Porterville and
Fresno. For grades 7-12 Keith Yost
placed first with 4 4. Chris Pascal
and Hakop Tataryan tied for second
with 4 points each. Not to be left
behind, David “the Lionheart”
Tataryan placed first in the K-3
section with 4 points. All partici-

pants received a ribbon and 19
trophies were awarded.

The Fresno Chess Academy stu-
dents also placed well in the Cali-
fornia State Scholastic Champion-
ships held March 28-29. Keith Yost
went undefeated to capture first
place in the K-6 Open Division.
Chris Pascal tied for fifth and Hakop
Tataryan tied for fourteenth in the
Junior High Open Division. At the
Grade Level Championships held in
Castaic on April 19th Hakop tied for
first in the eighth-grade division,
Chris tied for second in the seventh-
grade division and Keith placed sec-
ond in the 6th grade division. And
Kerry Yost earned the top third-
grader U600 trophy. Four mem-
bers of the Fresno Chess Academy
participated in the California Grade
Level Championship and all four
returned with trophies! Held on
April 19th in Castaic, the statewide
championship was sponsored by
the California Youth Chess League.
Against students in the same grade,
they had to play 5 games with a
time limit of 60 minutes.

Tieing for FIRST PLACE IN THE EIGHT GRADE SECTION
Hakop Tataryan from Ahwahnee Middle School in Fresno.

Tieing for SECOND PLACE IN THE SEVENTH GRADE SECTION
Chris Pascal from Kastner Intermediate School, Fresno.

Finishing SECOND IN THE SIXTH GRADE SECTION

Keith Yost from Carden School in Fresno.

BEST 3RD GRADER WITH UNDER 600 RATING

Kerry Yost from Carden School in Fresno.

All these students competed in the San Joaquin County Championships held in Fresno May 16 and
17. Chris Pascal placed first in the D section and Hakop Tataryan was the Reserve (U1600) Champion. The
Fresno Chess Academy hopes to bring high quality scholastic training to all interested students in the
Central Valley and to help local schools promote chess clubs. The Fresno Chess Academy can be reached

at 243-9221.
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by Steve Cohen

Sometimes, we could all be re-
minded of the importance of fun-
damentals, as from a game played
by 2 of among the youngest regular
UPSCL "members™:

Robert Hsu v. Adam Landers
(“in class” game (G/15), 1998)
1. e4 €6 (a.k.a the French De-
fense), 2.d4 d5, 3.Nc3! Bd6?!
(more popular here is 3...Bb4 (a.k.a,
the Winawer Variation) and 3...Nf6
(leading to Classical lines); the prob-
lem with the text move is that it
begs White to advance the e-pawn
to e5 [to be sure, that would release
the “tension” in the center, and the
release would favor Black}]; and, in
so doing, Black would lose a valu-
able tempo in having to move the
Bishop away from d6 (remember, in
the opening, every tempo. or move,
needs to help with development of
pieces}]), 4.Bb5+? (given that the
reply 4...Bd7 forces White either to
lose a tempo or trade away his
“good” bishop for Black’s “bad”
bishop, and 4... ¢6 forces White to
waste a tempo in moving the Bishop
more than once in the opening while
Black gets a free tempo to
strengthen his center, this move
can’t be good for White) 4... Bd7!
(the 5 year-old handles the check
as masterly as any grandmaster
could, by offering to trade away his
worst piece for White's best one},
5.Nf3 Nf6? (this allows White to

play

a b ¢ d e F g h
Diagram One
(after 5... Nf6)
6.e5, which would “fork™ the Bd6
and Nf6 (i.e., White will win a piece
for a pawn). thereby gaining a per-

manent advantage in material (you
want to watch out for pawn forkst)),
6.0-0? (since 6.e5 will win the ex-
change for White [i.e., a piece for a
pawn]|, there was no better move
this turn; here, castling could have
waited an extra move or two, since
it means a permanent advantage for
White N this is why it’s important
to look at all of your choices before
making a move) 6... O-O? (first,
Black needs to deal with the threat
of Pe4-e5, which would win a piece
for a pawn; then, the King's safety
can be taken care of: in fact, here,
Black could relieve his cramp by
with the continuation 6...de,
7.Bd7:+ Nd7:, 8.Ng5 0-0, 9.gNe4:
Ne4:, 10.Ne4: Nf6 (when Black
would be much better off than af-
ter 6...0-0)), 7.Bg5? (a common
beginner mistake, I've found, is that
when a beginner has the opportu-
nity to win an exchange (or “free”
piece), instead of doing so, the “be-
ginner” attacks the piece again (in-
stead of taking or trapping it); of
course, 7.e5 is best) 7... Qe7?
(7...Be7 would end the forking
threat as well as the pin of the Nf6
by the Bgb against the QdS8,
whereas placing the Queen at e7
seems to makes matters worse for
Black, not better [and, still, does
nothing to stop the forking threat]),
8. Bd7: @d7: (here, this is probably
the best way to recapture, owing es-
pecially to the threatened advance
of White's e-pawn to eb), 9.Rel?
(9.€b. still, leads to the easiest win)
9... Nc6? (still not helping with the
threatened loss of the exchange),
10. Nh4?

Again. let's remember, both
White and Black are not even in kin-
dergarten, yet. So, if their play
sometimes goes astray... well, that
is just a fact of life for children of
that age, for whom constant plan-
ning fights against physiological
limitations of cognitive develop-
ment. Still, for children who are
playing this well at this age, cer-
tainly strong tactical planning skills

Beginner’s

will be a part of their abilities after
not too many years (and forking op-
portunities will never again be over-
looked). This game continued:
10... aRe8? (still, not helping with
the €5 threat), 11.Nb5?? (now it is
White who overlooks, not only the
longstanding forking threat, but
also that now, the e-pawn is insulf-
ficiently protected. and could be lost
if Black sees 11.Ne4:), 11... cRd8?
(missing not only the opponent's
choice which would leave Black
with a permanent disadvantage,
but also his own choice that would
leave him with a material advan-
tage, 11...Ne4:)), 12.Nd6:? (allow-
ing Black the choice to reply with
...cd, and White will not be able to
do a fork with the Pe4 [which is still
threatened with loss]} 12... Qd6:
(Since this allows White, once again,
to win an exchange by moving the
Pe4-e5, forking Black’s Queen and
Nf6. it would have been best to re-
capture with 12...cd. keeping a
Black piece off of d6), 13.Nf3 Qe7?
(to be sure, now the fork-threat is
no more; however, now the Nf6 is
pinned, and can still be won by
White's advancing the Pe4-¢5 [the
way you want, first (if possible) to
win a pinned piece is to attack that
piece (and then take it) with a
pawn]; thus, better, here, would be
13...de, winning a pawn and end-
ing the threat! [see Diag. 2] N note
how the

a b ¢ d e F g h
Diagram Two
(after 13. ... Qe7)
exchanges have lessened Blacks
earlier, growing temporary disad-
vantage in space], 14.Re3? (14.e5,
attacking the pinned Nf6 with a
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pawn would win the piece; not even
the “last-ditch counter- attack,”
...h6, works here, since after 15.ef,
Black can’t afford to play 15...hg,
on account of 16.fe. losing his
Queen!) 14... Rd7 (14...de, keeping
White’s pawn from reaching e5 is
better), 15.Re¢3? Nb4?, 16.Rb3?
Nc6, 17.Qd2 fRe8, 18.Rel Rd6?
(ves. again, Black sets up so that
White may fork at e5), 18.Rb7: (fi-
nally, White seeks material gain as
a reward for having a superior po-
sition) 18... Rd7!, 19.Re3 Qd6?
(stops the pinning threats, but gets
back into allowing Black to be able
to do the fork at e5), 20.Re3 [see
Diag. 3]

Diagram Three
(after 20. Re3)
20... Ng4?! (of course, best would

have been 20... Ne4:, winning a
pawn, and doing a Knight fork
against White's Qd2 and Rce3 (thus,
winning more material for Black N
ifyou don't get something when you
could in chess, it may come back
to haunt you later (i.e., because
White didn’t win the Nf6 when he
could have, now that Knight could
have done serious damage to
White); even 20... de would be bet-
ter, as Black wins 2 pawns (Since
the Pd4 will be falling as well) but
this line would allow White to get
both Rooks on the 7th rank and in-
flict permanent damage to Black's
kingside pawns [by exchanging at
f6, and after the exchanges at d4,
bringing the Re3 to ¢7]), 21.cRb3?
(still, 21.e5 would be best for White,
especially as Black threatens to play
... de, and if White then moves the
Nf3 away from the attack by Black’s

new e-pawn, Black will win another
pawn with Qh2:+ (being helped by
the Ng4!)) 21...R7d87? (Black seeks
to strengthen his back rank; how-
ever, since White's Bgb controls this
square, first Black needs to close
the diagonal, say by playing ... {6
then ...R7d8), 22.Bd8: (this time,
White sees the opportunity to win
more material) QdS8:, 23.Rb8? (for-
getting that Black’'s Nc6 controls
that square, in effect, White offers
to return the material he just won
N with interest), 23...@e7? (with
about 9 minutes left on his clock,
spending less than 10 seconds to
examine all of Black’s possible
choices probably won't help him
very much to find the best choice
(such as playing Nb8:, winning a
free rook) N more time should be
spent when it is available, so that
you have taken the time to look at
all of the choices), 24.Re8:+ Qe8:,
25.Rb7 Ne7, 26.Qd3 (an immedi-
ate 26.@b4 would have been stron-
ger) 26... Ng6 (hmm, I wonder what
Black is cooking up with his
Knight...). 27.@b3 Nf4.

Black was threatened with los-
ing the Queen to 28.Rb8 [see Diag.
4],

%@

e

'

“ boe d e g o h
Diagram Four

(after 27. Qb3)

which cannot be stopped because
Black is also threatened with a back
rank mate, since the Black monarch
presently has no way to get off the
back rank (and White is threaten-
ing to invade and control that rank).
Here, given the certain loss for Black
if White plays properly, many much
stronger players would resign, or
make some silly move which has the

same effect (e.g., computer giving
away all material to delay your de-
livering the mate); but, not this five
year-old, who seeks every possible
chance until the end (perhaps, in-
spired by his dire conditions). The
game concluded: 28.Rb8! Ne2+!,
29.Kh172?2.

If White merely plays Kfl (see
Diag. 5), he will win easily, given the

a b ¢ d e f g b
Diagram Five

(after 28... Ne2+)

threat of Rb8 and Re8:(+/#). In-
stead, perhaps over-confident in
knowing he had trapped Black’s
Queen, here White took only sev-
eral seconds to examine the posi-
tion (he still had more than 5 min-
utes remaining}, and he will pay the
price of not spending the time to
examine all of the choices when he
had enough time to do so. Chess
justice will reward Black’s persever-
ance and punish White's lack of
masterly attention to the changing
circumstances in the position, and
the choices available to each side.
Here, happily, Black played 29...
Nf2:#!! (this choice is not over-
looked!).

These 5-year-olds have not only
taught us about how to exploit pins,
and about watching out for pawn-
forks and Knight-forks, but also
that by continuing to look for every
choice/chance, even a side with a
losing position can win the game
before the opponent can (especially
if the opponent isn’t looking at all
of the choices for each side before
moving).
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by Steve Cohen

Just a “hop, skip,
and a jump (and shaky
twin-prop plane ride)”
from St. Louis, the 1998
USCF K-6 Nationals
were held over the week-
end of April 24-26, in
Peoria, Illinois. More
than 2,000 children
from around the United
States attended this
prestigious event, in-
cluding the first-ever
participation by UPSCL
“members.” There was
quite a contingent of
teams N from Indiana,
lHlinois, New York,
Washington, Louisiana,
Arizona. Many of them
had been to this event
before. But, none of that
seemed to affect our 2
“rookies.” Sadly. it did
not appear that there
were many players from
California. Though I did
not do a copious search
on the issue. all I could find was a
team from Newport Beach and that
Chess For Juniors had 4 children
at the event (though, two of them
were from Idaho). Certainly, with
next year's event taking place much
more closer to home (geographically
speaking, as it will be held in Ari-
zona), I'm sure this “problem” will
be remedied. [In all fairness, con-
sidering the realities of these times,
it is quite an undertaking to travel
to a 4-5-day event.]

In the 408-player(!) K-3 U800
group, the peninsula’s top 3rd-
grader, Alex Wu, used the well-
known bishop sacrifice (at h2, as he
was Black) to win his 2nd-round
match in 12 moves. After the 2-0
start, Alex went on to win his next
three games. However, on the last
day, Alex unfortunately played too
quickly in both rounds (and, both
times, was paired against prize-win-
ners from Dixie Bee Elementary
School in Terre Haute, Indiana, the
school that won the 2nd-place team
prize for the division, behind the
well-known chess power-house,
Hunter College of New York City,

Photo by Steve Cohen.

New York). Still, a 5-2 score at one's
first “Nationals” is a result of which
Alex can rightly be proud. In fact, 2
of Alex’s victories were the only loss
suffered by two other boys (who
went on to win prizes with 6-1 and
5-1-1). Alex’s score put him in the
group that was tied for 33rd - 74th
(and, on tie-breaks, Alex finished in
46th, which, ironically, was his pair-
ing number for the event).

In the 285-player K-5 Open di-
vision, which was won by the
nation’s highest-rated 10-year-old,
Hikaru Nakamura, who last Febru-
ary broke Vinay Bhat's record for
reaching the rank of “Master™ in the
U.S.C.F. at the youngest age (at 10
years, 79 days). Michael Pearson
started well the first day, winning
both his games. But, he ran into
quite an obstacle on Day 2, draw-
ing his first match and then drop-
ping the next two. Perhaps the long
flight and time difference finally
caught up with him. However, after
a good night's rest, Michael was
back in form for Day 3, winning both
his matches, thereby finishing with
a 44 out of 7 N a noble result for

Team UPSCL at the Nationals: L to R are Michae Pearson’'s Mom, Michael,
Alex Wu's Mom, Alex and Alex’s Dad.

one’s first National's N putting
Pearson in a tie for 56th-73rd. In
that Division, the top team prize was
won by Phoenix City Day School,
from Arizona, the home of next
year’s National's.

One point I'd like to note is how
proud I was that the UPSCL play-
ers, win or lose, came out with a
positive attitude about the experi-
ence unaffected by the result of the
match, whereas the emotions of
most of the others coming out of the
door was quite evident from their ex-
pressions. It's nice to see such good
sportsmanship. Both players en-
joyed the experience very much (as
did I). We are all looking forward to
Arizona in '99. Hope to see you

there! *

The next deadline for
California Chess Journal
submission is

September 15
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Continued from page 21

Nh7 23.Be2 Ng5 24.h4 Nh7
25.Kh2 Qe6 26.g4 g6 27.Rh1 Nf6
28.Nf1 h5 29.Be3 Be3 30.Nfe3 hg
31.Ng4a Kg7 32.Nf6 Qf6 33.Qcl
Qe6 34.Qg5 f6 35.Qe3 5 36.ef Nf5
37.9g5 Qf6 38.Qf6 Kf6 39.Rd8
RdS8 40.Rd1 Rd1l 41.Bd1 e4 42.fe
Be4 43.Nel Nh4 44.b3 Nf5 45.bc
Ne3 46.Be2 bc 47.Kg3 KI5

{The rest of the moves where lost to
the time scramble) O-1

Garamendi (2035)
Cripe (2211)
Round.3
1.d4 d5 2.c4 Bf5 3.dc Bbl 4.Rb1
Qd5 5.b3 Nc6 6.Nf3 0-0-0 7.e3 e5
8.Bc4 Qe4 9.Bd2 ed 10.0-0 de
11.fe Bc5 12.Qe2 f6 13.b4 Bb6
14.a4 Ne5 15.Neb

15... Rd2 16.Be6+ Kb8 17.Nd7+
Rd7 18.Bd7 Ne7 19.Kh1l Nd5

20.9f3 Qf3 21.Rf3 Ne3 22.a5
Bd4 23.Rel Nc4 24.Re4 Ne5
25.Rd4 Nf3 26.gf Rd8 27.Rd3 b6
28.ab ab 29.Bf5 Rd3 30.Bd3 g6
{(and white won in 15 more moves).
1-0

Alejandro is a well mannered,
polite young man. He is 18 years
old and a high school senior. A
native of Boliva he has been in the
U.S.A. 2 1/2 years. Remember his
name. |1 think we will be hearing
more about him soon!

The Monterey tradition of the
2000+ players getting nicked by our
low rated players continues!

This time it was Daniel Burkhard
who was held to a draw by David
Maradei (1723) of Carmel. ﬁ

PROBLEM CORNER

White mates in two (David Lynn)
Solution below

(e18W TP g YBaIYY) iZAN'T A9y

r--—--—_----------_----_--1

L-_------_---—-_-_------—-

Read All About It

Visit our site on the World Wide Web
at its new address:
http://www.hooked.net/ hegemon/norcal.html
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Arcata

Monday, 6-10 pm

Arcata Chess Club

Conference Room, Arcata Library
James Bauman 707-822-7619

Berkeley

Friday, 7:15 p.m.
Berkeley City Club

2315 Durant

A. Glasscoe 510-652-5324

Burlingame

Thursday. 7:30 p.m.
Burlingame Lions Hall

990 Burlingame Ave

Scott Wilson 650-355-9402

Campbell

Kolty Chess Club
Thursdays 7-11:30 p.m.
Campbell Comm Ctr
Winchester/W.Campbell

F. Leffingwell 408-224-0743

Carmel
Call for current information
Randall Swanson 408-626-6113

Carmichael

Monday 6-10 p.m.

Senior Citizens Ctr.

4701 Gibbons

C. Coleman 707-678-9792

Chico

Thursday 7-11 p.m.

Mtn Mike's Pizza

1722 Mangrove Ave

Barry Nelson 916-873-3107

Davis

Thursday 7 p.m.

Hunt Hall UCD, Room 241
Dave Johnson 916-756-2752

Fremont

Fridays 7:00-on

Sugu’s Coffee

3602 Thornton Ave, Fremont
Hans Poschmann 510-656-8505

Fresno

Mondays 6-11 p.m.

Carls Jr.

3820 N. Cedar Ave.

D. Wajckus 209-252-4484

.

Hayward

Monday 7-9 p.m.

Hayward Library

Mission at C St

Kerry Lawless 510-785-9352

Humboldt County

Call for current information
Bob Phillips 707-839-4674

Livermore

Fridays 7-12 p.m.

South Caleteria

Lawrence Livermore Lab
Charles Pigg 510-447-5067

Merced

Merced Chess Club

Friday 6:30 p.m.

Merced Mall Food Court
Dave Humpal 209-722-0764

Madera

Thursdays 7:00 p.m.
Carls Jr.

Madera Ave. & Hwy 99
Bill Hicks 209-675-3094

Modesto Chess Club
Tuesday 6-10:30 p.m.
Shakeys Pizza

McHenery Avenue

John Barnard 209-785-7895

Monterey

Open daily except Mon.
430 Alvarado St.
Yudacufski 408-646-8730

Palo Alto

Terman Community Center
660 Arastradero #33

Tom Dorsch 650-322-0955

Paradise

Tuseday 7-10 p.m.

Paradise Senior Center
Barry Nelson 916-873-3107

Porterville

Wednesday 7 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran Church
Corner of Henderson & Indiana

. Hans Borm 209-784-3820

Reno, NV

Sun-Thurs 6:30 p.m.

2850 Wrondel Way, Suite D
Club: 702-827-3867

Jerry Weikel 702-747-1405

Richmond

Fridays 6 p.m.

Richmond Library

26th & MacDonald

John Easterling 510-529-0910

Ross Valley (Marin
County)

For current into, write:
P.O. Box 69

Ross CA 94957

Sacramento
Wednesday 6-10 p.m.
Senior Citizens Ctr
915-27th St.

Stewart Katz 916-444-3133
CSU Sacramento

Student Union Bldg.

San Anselmo
Tuesday 7 p.m.

Round Table Pizza,

Red Hill Shpping Ctr

Sir Francis Drake Blvd
Jim Mickle 415-457-2719

San Francisco
Mechancis’ Institute
Open daily

57 Post St, 4th Floor
Jim Eade 650-328-9785

San Jose

Tue & Fri, Noon-4 p.m.
Willows Senior Center

2175 Lincoln Avenue

Jerry Marshall 408-267-1574

Santa Clara

2d Sat. Each month
2:15-6:15 p.m.

Mary Gomez Park

F. Sierra 408-241-1447

Santa Rosa

Tuesdays 6-10:45 p.m.
Sonoma Coffe Company

521 4th Street

Keith Halonen 707-578-6125

Club Directory

Places to play chess in Northern California and Northern Nevada

Santa Rosa

1st & Last Saturdays of month
Adult & Youth Chess Club of
Sonoma County

Rincon Valley Library Conference
Room

6959 Montecito Blvd, Santa Rosa
Mike Haun 707-537-0162

Stanford

Monday 7:30-10:30
p.m.

Student Union, Rm
550-550d

Andrian Keatinge-Clay
415-497-0598

Sunnyvale

LERA

Tuesday, 8 p.m.
Lockheed Rec Ctr, Bldg
#160

Ken Stone 408-629-
5530

Tulare

Thursday, 6:30 p.m.
A&W Root Beer

133 North 'J' Street
Ward Forman 209-688-
6386

Vallejo

Fridays 7:00 p.m.
Senior Citizens Ctr
333 Amador St

Frank Harris 707-644-
3004

Visalia

Wednesday 7 p.m.
Carl's Jr-Von’s Ctr
Hwy 198 & Chinowth
Allan Fifield 209-734-
2784

Yuba-Sutter

Mon & Wed 7-11 p.m.
Carls Jr

Bridge St & Hwy 99,
Yuba City

Tom Giertych 916-671-
1715






