








Mother and daughter enjoy the
awards ceremony

Thank you Jay Blem from Na-
tional Chess for your book and
equipment store, Robert Snyder of
Chess for Juniors for analyzing
players games., Gary Kidgell for
displaying your beautiful chess
sets, Richard Shorman for your ex-
cellent photographs and Chess
Mentor for providing your learning
program to all our winners. And
now some of the results:

High School Championship
(K-12 Open)
1st Micah Fisher-Kirshner
(1931) 6-0
2ndEliott Temple (2035) 5-0
Christopher Pascal (1846) 5-0
Joe Lonsdale (1534) 5-0
Michael Kai Lum (1560) 5-0
David Petty (1540) 5-0
Teams:
Mission San Jose (Fremont) 19,
Berkeley High School 15,
Bellamine Prep (San Jose) 14
Clubs:
Berkeley Chess Club 16.
Chess for Juniors 11.5
As [ wrote earlier, Micah'’s vic-
tory in the fifth round was a sur-
prise, upsetting Jordy Mont-
Reynaud. He defeated Elliott
Temple in round six for the title.
Granted, he has had an non-
posted rating as high as 2086. but
Jordy Mont-Reynaud (2340) came
into the tournament rated 300
points higher. Without Vinay Bhat
(2475), who played at the Mechan-

ics Institute in San Francisco to
obtain (and I can happily report,
got) his FIDE International Mas-
ter norms, Jordy was the favorite.
Vinay defeated Jordy in the last
round of the two previous cham-
pionships, preventing Jordy from
representing CalChess at the
Denker Tournament of High
School Champions. one of
America’s most prestigious tour-
naments. This should have been
Jordy's year. While | was ecstatic
for Micah (Micah's commentary
on the game follows this article),
I felt very bad for Jordy.

When | gave the school team
award to Mission San Jose High
School. I broke down in tears. |
have known those boys since they
were in first grade. They were the
Blue Knights, a chess group
tfunded by the Fremont Police De-
partment. Richard Shorman
taught them and they all were on
the Top 50 list and Open State
Champions at one time. They
won the Junior High School Na-
tional Championship when they
were at Hopkins in 1996. Except
for Micah, they had played very
little chess since junior high
school. They came back together
for one last title before they head
off to different colleges: Micah
Fisher-Kirshner (Primary School
Champion. 1989, Elementary
School Co-Champion, 1992 &
1994) is heading for the Elliott
School of International Relations
al George Washington University.
Joe Lonsdale (Elementary School
Co-Champion, 1993 and 1994) is
off to Stanford. Kevin Simler (Pri-
mary School Champion. 1991) will
study Engineering at Berkeley.
Eric Lin (Junior High School
Champion, 1996), recently re-
turned from a couple of years in
Singapore, is on to CalTech for the
Engineering program in the fall.
I wish them all the best and hope
they will continue to play some
chess in future years.

High School Junior Varsity
(K-12 Under 950)
Ist Christopher Miller (unrated)
5.5
Bhairav Singh (unrated) 5.5
3rd Phil Jouriles (908} 5-1
Kaitlin Kirk (926) 5-1

Mather Fisher (859) 5-0
Teams:
Biggs (near Chico) 15,
Gunderson (San Jose) 14.5,
Balboa (San Francisco) 13.5
Clubs:
Paladin Knightmares (Santa Cruz)
17.5, Berkeley Chess School 16

This was a new division this
year and had 62 entries. The
unrated's had a field day with two
of them receiving the title of Co-
Champions. Biggs, from Northern
California, brought down about 30
competitors and did well in a
number of divisions including the
team championship here. The
Paladin Knightmares were one of
the few clubs to out point the Ber-
keley Chess School in any of the
sections.

Junior High School
Championship Division
(K-8 Open)
1st Alen Melikadamyan(1814) 5.5

2ndLev Pisarsky (1534) 5-1
Adam Lischinsky (1810) 5-1
Keith Yost (1750) 5-1
Michael Pearson (1752) 5-1

Teams:

Bartlett Middle School

(Porterville} 14,

Hopkins (Fremont) 12.5,

St. Marks School (San Rafael) 11.5

Clubs:

Berkeley Chess School 15.5,

Chess For Juniors 11.5.

Mechanics Institute 11.5
In round 7, Alen

Melikadamyan of Chess for Jun-
iors drew Matthew Ho (1920) to
take first. Matthew had three
draws in a row. With his reputa-
tion and rating I cannot help but
wonder if his opponents played for
the draws. By the way, since Alen
comes from Southern California,
a separate state according to the
United States Chess Federation,
he cannot claim the title of
CalChess Champion. Therefore,
Lev Pisarasky, Adam Lischinsky,
Keith Yost and Michael Pearson
are Co-Champions. The last time
Bartlett Middle School won the
title was back in 1991. Hans
Borm, their coach, has supported
this tournament for many years
and always brings up competitive
teams. | was glad to see them
walk away with the big trophy.
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George Koltanowski: A Great Person

by
Tom Dorsch
Photos by Dennis Wajckus

George Koltanowski was born
September 17, 1903, in Antwerp.
Belgium, into a family with five
older brothers. His father worked
at Antwerp's famous Diamond
Bourse, the largest diamond ex-
change in the world. Koltanowski
learned chess at home. It was a
favorite of his rigidly orthodox Jew-
ish household, “because it was the
only game allowed by the rabbi on
the Sabbath.” By his own account,
he was not an immediate success
at the game. His father would
take him to the Bourse with his
older brothers, but he did not
stand out as a player—at first.

A story he liked to tell is that
his breakthrough occurred as a
result of a blow to the head! He
was playing on the street, around
the corner from his house, when
a line of Catholic nuns came up
the street. Just as they ap-
proached young Koltanowski. the
last nun in the queue tripped, and
pushed all the other nuns down.
The lead nun fell on the young boy.
knocking his head against the
edge of a stone step, and opening
a scalp wound that bled profusely.
All his life, he could still point to a
depression along the top of his
forehead, and say that it was the
result of this accident when he
was about eleven years old.

The mortified nun escorted
the boy to a hospital, where he
was sewn up. After that. she took
an interest in the boy, and would
escort him to the Bourse to play
chess. She was responsible for
his introduction to the larger world
of organized chess by taking him
to the Antwerp Chess Club. As
Koltanowski told the story, almost
immediately after his accident,
his powers of analysis and under-
standing exploded. Whereas be-
fore he had had mediocre results
against the other players at the

Bourse, after the accident he was
able to "wipe the board” of the
“beards,” the orthodox Jews, and
lost only to a few of the men with-
out beards. among them Harrwitz,
champion of Antwerp.

Not long after the nun, Sister
Margaretha, began (o take him to
the Antwerp Club, he was able to
play even on a level with Harrwitz.
In gratitude for this patronage,
Koltanowski throughout his life,
when he was on tour. would send
a box of candy to a nunnery in any
city he visited. in memory of Sis-
ter Margaretha.

Koltanowski’'s blindfold career,
the area in chess where he
achieved his greatest fame,
started during one of these excur-
sions to the Antwerp Club. H e
was already the top player at the
club, when an exhibition of blind-
fold chess was scheduled for vis-
iting Hungarian master Gjula
Breyer. In the first part of this
century, blindfold exhibitions were
a regular part of the repertoire of
many traveling masters.

After the performance, the
youthful Koltanowski bragged to
his clubmates that he could eas-
ily do as well. Challenged to make
good his boast, they set up a five-
board exhibition, and Koltanowski
got confused. lost track of the
scores, and did horribly. After
that, he was taunted as “the blind-
fold champion™ by some of the club
members. and these taunts mo-
tivated him to concentrate on his
blindfold skills. He was soon able
to play blindfold chess extremely
well, and to erase any memory of
his first failed effort.

A second leap forward occurred
during a visit to England during
his young adulthood when he
stepped on a rusty nail and got a
severe tetanus infection. At one
point, the doctors recommended

George making a point to Marian
Wajckus

that his leg be amputated, but he
steadfastly refused. Instead, a
doctor from India did extensive
experimental surgery to save the
leg, and, after a period of extended
hospitalization. the young man
recovered completely. During
this long period in the hospital,
Koltanowski honed his blindfold
skills by playing and replaying
games without a chess board. Be-
fore long, he was one of the best
in the world at play sans voir.
His first excursions outside of
Belgium to compete came in 1924,
when he was 21, just after he had
completed his mandatory military
service in the Belgian army. His
first invitational event in Meran,
Italy, placed him eleventh in a
strong field that included
Gruenfeld, Spielman, Rubinstein,
Tarrasch, and Colle. the Belgian

champion. Until his untimely
death in 1931, Colle was
Koltanowski’s chief rival. After

the death of Colle, Koltanowski
pledged to the Belgian Chess Fed-
eration that he would do all he
could to preserve the memory of
Edgar Colle by promoting the open-
ing named after him. This is a
pledge Koltanowski fulfilled.

His next event was the Paris
International, held in conjunction
with the Olympic games. At that
event, Alekhine formed a “players’
union” among the participants.
This organization evolved into
FIDE (hence the French name).
and 21-year-old George
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Koltanowski was a founding mem-
ber. At this event, he showed
strong improvement, finishing
tied for fourth place.
Koltanowski's blindfold exploits
were so well-received, and he had
such a natural gift as a showman,
that he was able to abandon the
family business, which he dis-
liked, and concentrate on chess.
He achieved world renown for his
pursuit of the record for most
blindfold games played simulta-
neously. It was particularly note-
worthy because his rival for the
record was none other than the
world champion, Alexander
Alekhine, who held the record by
playing twenty-eight games si-
multaneously blindfolded.
Records are made to be bro-
ken, and Koltanowski determined
to demonstrate his complete mas-
tery of this aspect of the game by
setting a world record. The Bel-
gian Chess Association agreed to
sponsor the effort. and
Koltanowski succeeded in raising
the record to thirty games.
Alekhine retaliated by a year later
by breaking the record again, this
time playing thirty-two games. A
healthy and friendly rivalry grew
between the two Masters, and
they even gave some tandem
blindfold simultaneous exhibi-
tions together. Alekhine is said
to have remarked that
Koltanowski is “the second-best
blindfold player in the world!”
Koltanowski knew he had to
reach even higher. Intrigued by
this competition, the Edinburgh
{Scotland) Chess Club offered
Koltanowski the then-astronomi-
cal fee of £1000 to set a new world
record of thirty-four games played
simultaneously blindfold. It was
the biggest prize in chess at the
time. and a huge fee during the
worldwide depression of the 1930s.
Traveling to Scotland,
Koltanowski trained for a full year,
and on the occasion of his thirty-
fourth birthday in 1937 he accom-
plished the feat of playing thirty-
four games simultaneously blind-
fold under strict supervision and
control. This feat was so extraor-
dinary and so difficult that blind-
fold exhibitions, once a staple, vir-

tually disappeared from the shows
of traveling masters afterward,
because there was no way that
they could compete with this ac-
complishment.

It is still generally accepted
that this record stands today, more
than sixty years later. Two sub-
sequent attempts to break it, one
by Najdorf in 1948, and one by the
Hungarian Fleisch, have not sur-
vived close scrutiny. Najdorf was
allowed to write down his moves
to assist his memory, and he later
admitted to Koltanowski that the
exhibition was an effort to gener-
ate publicity, to try to make it
known to any surviving relatives
in Europe that he was alive in
South America. The exhibition
by Fleisch was repudiated by his
own Federation, because many of
the players resigned after a few
moves.

During most of the 1930s, af-
ter he had left his native Belgium,
Koltanowski toured, exploiting his
fame as world champion of blind-
fold chess. His headquarters at
that time was Madrid, but when
the Spanish Civil War started, he
had to leave the country to avoid
the hostilities, leaving behind his
extensive collection of chess lit-
erature. It was during this time
that he achieved his greatest suc-
cesses in international tourna-
ments, tying for first at Barcelona
1934 (with Tartakower and
Lilienthal) and Barcelona 1935
(tied with Flohr, whom he de-
feated in their individual game).
Although he played in top inter-
national events during this time,
and on the basis of these results
was given the IM and GM titles
after the war, he made much
more money touring and giving
shows than he did playing in tour-
naments, and he focused little on
competitive chess.

He was giving a show in Aus-
tria the night before the
Anschluss, the German occupa-
tion. and was able to cross the
Swiss border just in time to avoid
being caught up in that struggle.
In 1939, just as war was breaking
out in Europe, he was traveling
toward the Olympics in Buenos
Aires, giving shows. He stopped

in Guatemala, where the leader
of the military junta that ruled
the country at the time was a
chessplayer. He sat out the war
giving shows and lessons to
friends of the dictator.

After the war, he was able to
make his way to Cuba, ostensibly
to play in a chess tournament, but
really he wanted to make sure
that his friend, the dictator, would
allow him to leave Guatemala!
When he got to Havana, he im-
mediately traveled to New York.
His father. his strongest supporter
in his decision to abandon the
family business in favor of a chess
career, died in 1935 while he was
in Spain. His mother, his
younger brother. and most of his
relatives perished in the Holo-
caust.

Koltanowski was immediately
able to get job cutting diamonds
for 8300 per week, at that time
an extremely good salary. But he
hated it. Again he took the cou-
rageous step of abandoning a safe
career to make a living by his
wits. A friend in Canada, whom
he met through one of his surviv-
ing brothers, first suggested to
him the idea of a “Knight's Tour.”
He would make the knight move
to every square of the board,
touching each square only once,
and make all the moves blindfold.
It made for a delightful perfor-
mance, and he constantly en-
hanced it, allowing members of
the audience to choose the start-
ing square at random, and even-
tually placing a name or number
on each square that he would
have to recall when the knight hit
that square. Some of these feats
were quite impressive. He was
using serial numbers from dollar
bills, telephone numbers, names
of cities, names of individuals, all
suggested by members of the au-
dience and then recalled after a
few minutes of memorization. At
the Paul Masson tournament of
1980, he did three boards con-
secutively, memorizing bits of in-
formation and repeating them as
the knight touched each of the 192
squares.

At the same time. he spun
anecdotes of his encounters with
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the greats of the chessworld—
Alekhine, Capablanca. Euwe and
all the others he knew personally
and had played against, recounted
positions of fascinating complex-
ity, and told jokes—he had a mar-
velous sense of humor. He (oured
lor forty vears with these perfor-
mances. giving lectures and si-
multaneous exhibitions all over
this country and throughout Eu-
rope. He was. simply put, the mosl
prodigious organizer of chess this
country has ever seen.

One ol his great innovations
was the Swiss sysiem (so named
because he developed it in con-
junction with Grob). which allows
a group of any size to play a tour-
nament of just a few rounds and
still determine a winner. It revo-
lutionized chess in this country.
Koltanowski was America's pre-
miere tournament director, and
presided at more than twenty US
Opens and dozens of other cham-
pionship events of national and
international character.

He established an organiza-
tion, Chess Friends of Northern
California, in his adopted region
of San Francisco. and grew it into
one of the largesl such organiza-
tions in the country. In the '70s,
an old friend from the Sacramento
area, Lt. Col. Ed Edmonson, took
over as leader of the United States
Chess Federation in New York.
and he was able to persuade
Koltanowski to devote his efforts
primarily to the national group.
Koltanowski served nine years on
the USCF Policy Board, as vice-
president ('72-'75). president (‘75-
'78), and past president (78-'81).

His syndicated newspaper col-
umn became another legend. He
started writing for the San Fran-
cisco Chronicle daily—seven
times per week—in 1948, and
never missed a column for fifty-
two years—over 19,000 published
columns. It was the longest-run-
ning chess column in the world,
and the only daily column in the
United States.

Next to chess, the love of
Koltanowski’'s life was his wife
Leah. They mel on a blind date
in 1947. Koltanowski found a life
partner and soulmalte that fully

epitomized the phrase that behind
every greal man there is a great
woman. Although she did not play
chess. she complemented him

Leah proudly displays George’s
USCEF Lifetime Award

perfectly. Koltanowski. despite
his world-famous memory. could
be quite absent-minded. Leah was
a model of efficiency. She ran the
household, keeping track of the
infinite number of details of
scheduling. public contact, and
income that are the essential in-
gredient ol a sell-employed man.
and this efficient administration
of the all-importiant details left
Koltanowski Iree to concentrate
on his chess work.

I have never mel a man who
had more vigor or a more inquir-
ing mind. Even in his mid-nine-
ties, he would greet me as I came
in the door with, "Tom, let's give
some shows.” And he was seri-
ous! We had to talk him out of
going to Paris last year to cel-
ebrate the 75th anniversary of
FIDE, because he was really not
strong enough to make the trip.
But il took some convincing!

Throughout it all, Koltanowski
preserved the manners and de-
meanor of a true old-world gentle-
man. Sometimes, he gave the im-
pression that he was curt, but that

was because he sutfered from de-
teriorating hearing all his life, a
consequence. he said, of damage
suffered on a Belgian firing range
during his military service. He
was virtually deaf in his lefl ear,
and had profound hearing loss in
his right ear. He wore a hearing
aid, but as he grew older. it be-
came more difficult for him to un-
derstand things that were said.
Rather than use his bad hearing
as an excuse, he learned to com-
pensate in various wayvs. Yel |
have heard criticisms from some
chessplayers that he ignored
them or snubbed them. That was
never the case. it just happened
that often he was unable to hear
their questions.

Leah liked to joke thal "George
pul on his necktie to go to the
bathroom,” but he was extremely
fastidious in his public appear-
ance. He would not buy a suit off
the rack, all of the suits he wore
were custom tailored al fine shops
in San Francisco, New York. and
London. He would only wear
Florsheim shoes. He was particu-
larly fond of jokes. and he had a
million of them. One of the things
that made his shows so entertain-
ing was his store ol stories. most
of them humorous. He loved to
laugh.

Of course. he was always
asked two things: what is the se-
cret to your magnificent memory.
and what is the secret to your
great longevity? 1'mm convinced
that he never really understood
the biological nature of his gift.
But he had the classic explana-
tion of a photographic memory—
he would say that once he had
seen something, “it was like | had
a phonograph record in my mind.”

His robust health was another
mystery. Sickly as a child, he
seemed to have every risk factor
know to modern medicine—he
was overweight. he smoked ciga-
rettes, then cigars, for forty years.
he did not exercise, and he ate ev-
erything—he had a particular
fondness for chocolates (although
he was diagnosed as mildly dia-
betic and took medicine to con-
trol it for thirty vears) and ate

Contiued on page 26
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The Chess of

George

Selected by Sam Sloan

White: Rubinstein, Akiba
Black: Koltanowski, G
[ECO EG0]

1931 Antwerp Round 5

1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 g6 3. g3 Bg7 4.
Bg2 O-O 5. Nc3 d6 6. e4 e5 7. Nge2
c6 8. h3 h6 9. Be3 Nbd7 10. Qd2
Kh7 11. b3 Qe7 12. Rdl Re8 13. O-
O Nf8 14. Kh2 Bd7 15. f4 exf4 16.
Nxf4 Rad8 17. Rdel Be8 18. Qf2 gb
19. Nd3 Ng6 20. Bel Qc7 21. Bb2
Re7

22. ¢b dxcb 23. Nxcb Ng4+ 24. hxgd
Bxd4 25. Nb5 Bxf2 26. Nxc7

KoltanowsRi

26....Bxel 27. Bf6 Rdd7 28. Nxd7
Rxd7 29. Ne8 Ba5 30. eb Rd2 31.
Nd6 Bxg4 32. Nxb7 Bc7 33. Khl
Bxe5 34. Bxc6 Bh3 0-1

White: Koltanowski, G
Black: Kotov, Alexander
[ECO A49]

1952 Olympiad Helsinki

1. d4 Nf6 2. Nf3 g6 3. g3 Bg7 4.
Bg2 0-O 5. O-O d6 6. ¢4 Nbd7 7.
Nc3 e5 8. h3 ¢6 9. Be3 h6 10. Qc2
Qe7 11. Radl Ne8 12. ¢5 dxc5 13.
d5 Nd6 14. dxc6 bxc6 15. Na4 Nf5
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16. Bxcb Nxc5 17. Nxcb Rb8 18. e4
Nd6 19. Rd2 Rb4 20. Qc3 Re4 21.
Qd3 Rd8 22. Qe3 Nbb 23. Rxd8+
Qxd8 24. Nd3 Qd6 25. Rel Be6 26.
b3 Rxcl+ 27. Nxcl Qdl1+ 28. Kh2
Qc2 29. Qd2 Qxe4 30. Qd8+ Bf8 31.
Nd3 Qd5 32. Qxdb cxd5 33. Nfxeb
Nc3 34. Ne6 Nxa2 35. Nxa7 Bfb 36.
Bf1 Nb4 37. Nxb4 Bxb4 38. Nc6 Bd6
39. Bg2 Be6 40. Nd4 Bd7 41. Bxd5
Beb 42. Nf3 Bxf2 43. Ne5 Bfb 1/2-1/2

White: Koltanowski, G
Black: Florian, Tibor
[ECO A49]

1952 Olympiad Helsinki

1. d4 Nf6 2. Nf3 g6 3. g3 Bg7 4.
Bg2 O-0 5. 0-O d6 6. ¢4 c5 7. db
Na6 8. Nc3 Nc7 9. h3 a6 10. a4 Rb8
11. a5 b5 12. axb6 Rxb6 13. Qc2 €6
14. dxe6 Bxe6 15. Nd2 Qc8 16. Kh2
h5 17. e4 Re8 18. Nd5 Bxdb 19.
cxd5 Rb4 20. Nc4 Nb5 21. Bd2 Nd4
22. Qd3 Rxc4 23. @xc4d Nxed 24.
Be3 Qf5 25. Bxd4 Bxd4 26. Rael
Reb 27. f4 Nd2 28. fxe5 Nxc4 29.
Rxf5 gxfs 30. e6 Ki8 31. Ral fxe6
32. Rxab Ke7 33. b3 Nd2 34. Ra7+
Kf6 35. dxe6 Kxe6 36. Rb7 Beb5 37.
Be6 h4 38. Kg2 Bxg3 39. Bf3 Keb
40. b4 cxb4 41. Rxb4 d5 42. Rb5 Ne4
43. Bh5 Nc3 44. Rb8 Ke4 45. Rf8
Nb5 46. Bf3+ Keb 47. Bxd5 Kxd5 48.
Rxf5+ Kc4 1/2-1/2 )
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My KoltanowsRi Story

Almost everybody has a favor-
ite Koltanowski story. Here is
mine:

I first met George Koltanowski
at the 1959 US Open in Omabha,
when 1 was 14 years old. [ arrived
at the tournament seven rounds
late. Every Summer, my mother.
who was originally from l[owa,
drove us to Creston, lowa to meet
our relatives. 1 was able to go 100
miles further to Omaha to play in
the last part of the US Open.

Koltanowski said that I was too
late and could not enter the tour-
nament. However, a chess player
rom Virginia named Phil Morrell
talked him into letting me play.
Kolty gave me a bye for my first
game, which was round 7, and
then I scored 2 1/2 in the remain-
ing four rounds, defeating
chess luminary E. Forry Laucks.

Years later, at the 1966 US
Open in Seattle, Peter Cleghorn
was among the leaders. Cleghorn
was a terrific player who could
have been a grandmaster, but he
tended to live in areas where not
much chess was played. Cleghorn
was already at least a 2300 player
when he played his first rated
game of chess.

In the 1966 US Open in Se-
attle, Cleghorn was playing
Grandmaster Benko. An endgame
was reached with a locked pawn
structure. Koltanowski. who was
the director of every US Open from
1946 until the late 1970s, came
to the board with a sealed move
envelope. Since sealed move en-

Sixty-one years ago as a lad of
twelve, I played in my first chess
tournament which was directed
by George Koltanowski. He had
been hired by the city of Milwau-
kee to tech chess to school chil-
dren during their summer vaca-
tion.

Sam Sloan

velopes are no longer used in this
age of computers, I need to ex-
plain that when a game was ad-
journed for the night, one player
would seal his move in an enve-
lope, which would be opened the
next day when play was resumed.
In this way, each player would
know what his own last move was
and would nol know what his
opponent’s next move would be.

Koltanowski did not give more
than a quick glance at the posi-
tion on the board. After the move
had been sealed and Koltanowski
had taken the envelope, I and sev-
eral others analyzed the position
with Cleghorn. The result of our
analysis was that Cleghorn had a
win. If Benko's king moved to the
right. Cleghorn’'s king would go to
the left and break through and
win. On the other hand, if Benko's
king moved to the left, then
Cleghorn’s king would go to the
right and break through and win.
We analyzed for well over an hour
and nobody could find a way for
Benko to hold a draw.

After almost everyone had dis-
bursed, 1 went up to Koltanowski,
who was sitting at the tourna-
ment director’s table planning the
pairings for the next round. I hap-
pened to say something about the
Benko-Cleghorn game.
Koltanowski said, “The game is a
draw.”

“What do you mean?,” I said.
“We just analyzed the position for
over an hour and Cleghorn wins
in all variations. If Benko's king

[Memories of Kolfy

by
Don Lieberman, M.D.

Fast forward to 1965 when I
played in my first tournament in
the Bay Area which was again di-
rected by George. 1 approached
him and said, “Kolty, you taught
me to play better chess back in
1938 in Milwaukee.” His quick
response was classic Kolty, “Don't

goes to the right. Cleghorn’'s king
goes to the left and wins. If
Benko’s king goes to the left.
Cleghorn’s king goes to the right
and wins. No matter where
Benko's king goes. Cleghorn
wins.”

“Yes.” Koltanowski said. “But
what if Benko's king does not
move at all? What if it stays ex-
actly where it is?”

We went back and looked.
Koltanowski was right. If Benko’s
king just marked time in the
middle and waited for Cleghorn to
take aggressive action, there was
no way for Cleghorn to win. If
Cleghorn's king went right,
Benko’s king also went right. If
Cleghorn’s king went left, Benko's
king also went left. In either case.
Benko's king would arrive just in
time to stop Cleghorn from break-
ing through. Benko had long since
gone to his hotel room to analyze
the position himself.

The next morning. the play-
ers came down and sat down to
play. Koltanowski opened the
sealed move envelope. The sealed
move was played on the board and
the clock was started. Benko
moved his king to the right.
Cleghorn moved his king to the
left. Cleghorn’s king broke
through and won the game.
Grandmaster Benko had not seen
a drawing idea which Koltanowski
had seen in just a brief glance at
the board. while receiving the
sealed move envelope. 1

remind me how old I am!”

Happily for all of us who were
very fond of George, he remained
the "Dean of American Chess” for
thirty-five more years, setting a
record for distinguished service
that will never be equaled.
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Place

1st-3rd
1st-3rd
1st-3™

Fischer Prize #1

Fischer Prize #2

Pillsbury Prize #1
Pillsbury Prize #2

Morphy Prize #1
Morphy Prize #2

Upset Prizes

Round 1
Round 2
Round 3
Round 4
Round 5
Round 6
Round 7

Mechanics Insitute Chess Club

Alex Shabalov
Alex Yermolinsky
Jann Ehlvest

Rogelio Barcenilla
Guillermo Rey

Igor Ivanov

Gregg Small
Richard Lobo
Aaron Stearns
David Pruess

Tigran Iskhanov

William Longren
Bela Evans

Mariano Acosta

Zoran Lazetich
Mark Pinto

Carl Haessler
Aaron Stearns
William Longren
William Longren
William Longren

The Frisco Masters

March 31-April 3, 2000

Prize

$2000
$2000
$2000

$1000
$250
8250

$800
$100
$100
$100
$100

$600
$150
8150

$50
$50
$50
$50
850
$50
$50

Assistant Directors: Steve Brandwein, John Donaldson & Alan Glasscoe

Report by Chief T.D. Mike Goodall
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Vinay Bhat scores IM title

at the

Val Zemitis International

By
IM John Donaldson

April 5th

Dana Reizniece, David
Pruess and IM Zoran Ilic jumped
into the lead after round one of
the Zemitis International.
Reizniece, a 19-year-old
Women's International Master
from Riga, Latvia, defeated 15-
year-old Vinay Bhat in his favor-
ite Closed Sicilian in excellent
style. Meanwhile, Ilic, who suf-
fered a painful 0-2 on the last
day of the Friscon Masters,
showed his mettle by defeating
the tough junior Hary Akopian of
Los Angeles. Cal Berkeley stu-
dent David Pruess made his in-
ternational debut a successfull
one by turning back SF veteran
master Richard Lobo.

White: Pruess, D. (2228)
Black: Lobo, R (2300)
[ECO B62]

1.e4 ¢H5 2. NI3 d6 3. d4 cxd4 4.
Nxd4 Nf6 5. Nc3 Nc6 6. Bgb e6 7.
Bb5 Bd7 8. Bxc6 bxc6 9. Qf3 Qab
10. h4 Be7 11. Nb3 Qc7 12. O-0-O
0-0 13. eb dxe5 14. Ne4 Nd5 15.
Bxe7 Nxe7 16. Ngb Ndb 17. Qd3 e4
18. Nxed4 Bce8 19. ¢4 Nb4 20. Qd2
cb 21. NexcH Rb8 22. Qd6 Qxd6 23.
Rxd6 Nxa2+ 24. Kd2 e5 25. Ral Nb4
26. Kc3 Bfb 27. Ra4 Rb6 28. Rxb6
axb6 29. Kxb4 bxcb5+ 30. Kxcb f6
31. Na5 Rd8 32. b4 Rd2 33. b5 Rxf2
34. b6 Bed4 35. Nc6 Rb2 36. Rb4
Rxb4 37. Nxb4 1-0

April 6th

The second round of the Val
Zemitis IM norm tournament
saw several norm hunters
chances set back. 19-year-old
Latvian WIM Dana Reizniece
lost to IM Guillermo Rey, while

local favorite Richard Lobo was
beaten by Harry Akopian of Los
Angeles. Second seeded Levon
Altounian (2438) is off to a good
start with a first round draw with
IM Altin Cela (2527) and a sec-
ond round victory over WIM
Camilla Baginskaite. IMs Ilic
and Cela made a quick draw in
the “Battle of the Balkans”.

White: Altounian, L.(2438)
Black: Baginskaite, C. (2240)
[ECO E97]

1. Nf3 Nf6 2. ¢4 g6 3. Nc3 Bg7
4.e4d65.d40-06.Be2eb 7. 0-O
Nc6 8. dxed dxed 9. Bgb Qxd1 10.
Rfxdl Bg4 11. Rd3 Bxf3 12. Bx{3
Nd4 13. Nd5 Nxd5 14. c¢xdb ¢6 15.
dxc6 bxe6 16. Rel a5 17. Bd1l Rfb8
18. b3 Bf8 19. Be3 ¢b5 20. Kfl hb
21. Rc4 Rb4 22. Rde3 Rab8 23. Kel
Rxc4 24. Rxc4 Rb4 25. Bd2 Rb7 26.
Bxa5 Ra7 27. Ra4 Nc6 28. Be3 Rxad
29. bxa4 c4 30. Be2 Bb4 31. Bxb4
Nxb4 32. Bxc4 Ki8 33. Bd5 Ke7 34.
ab f6 35. a3 Na6 36. Bb7 1-0

April 7th

Action heated up in round
three of the Val Zemitis Interna-
tional with four of the five games
decisive. The big shocker was
Cela-Lobo where White blun-
dered into a mate with
23.cxb5??. To be fair Black was
already doing very well and
might have had something
stronger a few moves before. 19-
year-old Dana Reizniece of Latvia
scored her second victory with
the Black pieces when UC Ber-
keley student David Pruess
pushed too hard. The shortest
decisive game of the event so far
is Bhat-Ilic (preplayed from

round 8) where the San Jose
youngster followed recent
theory (12.Nd5!) after the mis-
take 10...Be7. Black could have
put up more resistance with
17...Kf8.

White: Cela, A. (2527)
Black: Lobo, R. (2300)
[ECO C10]

1. e4 e6 2. d4 d5 3. Nd2 dxed 4.
Nxe4 Nd7 5. Nf3 Ngf6é 6. Bd3 Be7
7. Nxt6+ Nxf6 8. Qe2 O-O 9. Bd2 b6
10. g4 Bb7 11. Rgl Qdb5 12. Rg3 g6
13. ¢4 Qd6 14. O-0O-O ¢b 15. dxcb
Qxch 16. Be3 Rac8 17. Neb Rfd8
18. Rh3 b5 19. gb Rxd3 20. Rhxd3
Ne4 21. Bd4 Bxgb+ 22. Kb1 Qc7 23.
cxbb Qcl+ 0-1

April 8th

Four Rounds into the
Zemitis International the early
leader is San Francisco IM
Guillermo Rey with 3 from 4,
closely followed by IM Zoran llic
(3/5 - he has an extra game,
Bhat-Ilic from round 8), SM
Levon Altounian, Dana
Reizniece and Harry Akopian. All
those on 2 1/2 are aiming at 6
points from 9, the magical score
needed for an IM norm. There
were no decisive games in round
four, but it was not from lack of
trying Bhat-Cela saw White
pressing for much of the game,
and Altounian must be wonder-
ing if extra pawns count for any-
thing in endgames involving op-
posite colored Bishops. He
couldn’'t win against Cela in
round one and today Reizniece
was able to save the day with
active play on the dark squares

14
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White: Reizniece, D. (2259)
Black: Altounian, L. (2438)
[ECO A21]

1. c4 e5 2. Nc3 Bb4 3. Nf3 Bxe3
4. bxc3 Nc6 5. d4 e4 6. Ng5 {5 7. d5
Neb 8. Qd4 Qe7 9. d6 Qxd6 10. Qxd6
cxd6 11. e3 Nh6 12. Ba3 Nhf7 13.
h4 b6 14. Nxf7 Nxf7 15. Rd1 Bb7
16. Be2 Rc8 17. O-O Neb 18. Bxd6
Nxc4 19. Bxc4d Rxc4 20. Beb Rg8
21. Kh2 Ra4 22. Rd2 Ba6 23. Rhl
Bed 24. Kg3 Bxa2 25. Ral Bb3 26.
Rxa4 Bxa4 27. Ra2 b5 28. Kf4 g6
29. Kgb Kf7 30. Kh6 a5 31. Kxh7
Ra8 32. Bc7 Ra7 33. Bb6 Ra6 34.
Bc7 Ke7 35. Kg7 Ra7 36. Bb6 Ra6
1/2-1/2

April 12th

Norm hunters chances took
a heavily blow in round seven of
the Val Zemitis International.
Senior Master Levon Altounian,
who had been cruising at plus
two for most of the tournament,
lost to Vinay Bhat with White
trying to reach the magic plus
three (the norm is 6-3). The loss
put Altounian into a four-way tie
for second at plus one.

White: Altounian, L.(2438)
Black: Bhat, V. (2398)
[ECO CO03]

l.e4 e6 2. d4 d5 3. Nd2 Be7 4. Ngf3
Nf6 5. Bd3 ¢b 6. exd5 Qxd5 7. dxc5
Nbd7 8. Qe2 Nxcb5 9. Bb5+ Bd7 10.
Bxd7+ Ncxd7 11. O-O O-O 12. Nb3
Rac8 13. Bgb Ncb 14. Nxcb Qxcb

15. ¢3 Rfd8 16. Rfd1 Qa5 17. a3 Qf5
18. Bh4 Bc5 19. b4 Bf8 20. c4 ab
21. Rxd8 Rxd8 22. Qb2 a4 23. Bxf6
gxf6 24. h3 Rd3 25. ¢5 Qd5 26. Qc2
f5 27. Qxa4 e5 28. Nel Rb3 29. Nf3
e4 30. Nd2 Rb2 31. Nfl Qd4 32. Ne3
Rxf2 33. Kxf2 Qxal 34. Nxfb Qb2+
35. Kfl Qd2 36. Kgl Qcl+ 37. Kh2
Qf4+ 38. Ng3 h5 39. Qd1 h4 40.
Qg+ Qxg4 41. hxgd hxg3+ 42. Kxg3
Bh6 43. b5 Kf8 44. Kf2 Ke8 45. a4
Bf8 46. ¢6 BcbS+ 0-1

April 13th

The Val Zemitis Interna-
tional continues to be bitterly
fought with four of the five round
eight games decisive. The one
draw, Pruess-Altounian, was the
most exciting fight of the round.
Early in the game (7.a37!!)
Pruess allowed his King Bishop
to be buried on a2 but he later
received excellent compensation
in the form of a great Knight on
f6 and control of the h-file. Also,
Black’s own Bishop on b7 was no
great shakes. Pruess, who is try-
ing to take no prisoners in this
event, upped the stakes by sack-
ing his Queen for just a Rook. He
had fantastic compensation, but
with his Ba2 dead he could only
make symbolic progress and the
game ended in a draw. Going into
the last day (note three games
are still postponed) IM Rey looks
very good with an undefeated
4.5/6 with three games to play.
The others are all closely
bunched. Altounian’'s draw and

Reizniece’s loss knocked both
players out of the norm hunt.
Now only Vinay Bhat, who needs
3 out of 3, has a theoretical
chance.

White: Bhat, V. (2398) Black:
Ilic, Z. (2381)
[ECO B51]

1. e4 ¢5 2. Nf3 d6 3. Bb5+ Nd7
4. d4 Ngf6 5. O-O Nxe4 6. Qe2 Nef6
7. dxc5 e6 8. Rdl Qc7 9. Nc3 Qxchb
10. Bgb Be7 11. Bxt6 gxf6 12. Nd5
a6 13. b4 Qa7 14. Nd4 axbb 15.
Nxe6 Neb 16. Qxb5+ Nc6 17. Nec7+
Kd8 18. Nxa8 Qxa8 19. Qb6+ Kd7
20. Qc7+ Ke8 21. Nb6 Bd8 22. Qxc8
Qxc8 23. Nxc8 1-0

April 17th

15-year-old IM Vinay Bhat
just made his third and final In-
ternational Master norm and
will be awarded the title at the
FIDE congress in Istanbul in Oc-
tober. Bhat becomes the young-
est IM in the US and the most
recent player native to the Bay
Area since Jay Whitehead back
in the mid-1980s. Bhat made all
three of his IM norms at the MI.
This was the fifth IM or GM norm
event the MI has held since De-
cember of 1998 (Wilkerson,
Koltanowski, Falconer, Dake
and Zemitis). Vinay was also
equal second in the US Junior
Closed held at the club last July.
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Selected Games from The Fresno County Championship
November 20-21, 1999

Annotations and Photographs by Allan Fifield

Russell,D (1857) - Setzepfandt,A
(1492)
[CO1] Open Rd 1

Darren Russell barely escapes
with his life against talented
Alexander Setzpfandt in the first
round.

l.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.exd5 exd5
4.Qf317?

=N W B N NN

A Russell specialty against
the French.

7.....Be6 5.Bd3 Nc6 6.Ne2 Nf6
7.h3 Bd6 8.0-0 @d7 9.Nbc3 0-0-0
10.Nb5 Be7 11.Bf4 Ne8 12.a4 g5!

A correct counter-strike for
active play; Black demands his
fair share of the board.

13.Bh2 g4 14.hxg4 Bxgd
15.Qf4

15Qxf7?! was anaylzed after
the game. White might snatch
the pawn and survive in a postal
game but over-the-board with the
clock ticking all the practical
chances are with Black and his
active pieces.

15...a6 16.Nbc3 Bd6 17.Qh6
Bxh2+ 18.Kxh2 Qe7!

With the threat 19....Rd6

19.g@f4 Nf6é 20.Rfel Be6
21.Ng3 Ng4+ 22.Kgl Qh4 23.Nf5
GQh5 24.Ng7 Qh4 25.Nxe6 fxe6
26.Rxe6 Rhf8 27.Bf5?

=N W o VNN

it
a

b ¢ d e f ‘- h
27....Nxd4?

An unfortunate transposition;
27....Rxf5! 28.Qxf5 Nxd4 wins ev-
erything for black.

28.Re7+ Rd7 29.Bxd7+ Kb8
30.Qxf8+ Ka7 31.Bxg4 1-0

Peters,J (2519)
Pascal,C (1785)
[C19] Open Rd 1

Chris Pascal throws the top
section wide open with his up-
set round 1 draw against IM
Jack Peters.

l.e4 e6!

Quite probably the refuta-
tion to 1.e4. Chris plays the up-
coming Winawer variation in a
professional manner.

2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.e5 c5
5.a3 Bxc3+ 6.bxc3 Ne7 7.Nf3
Nbc6 8.Bd3 Bd7 9.0-0 c4 10.Be2
Qa5 11.Ra2 Qa4 12.Ng5 h6
13.Nh3 0-0-0 14.Nf4 g6 15.h4
Nf5 16.h5 Nce7 17.Bg4 Rdg8
18.Kh2 Qa5 19.Bd2 Qc7 20.g3
Rh7 21.Rh1l Rf8 22.hxg6 fxg6
23.Kg2 Rhf7 24.Bxf5 Rxf5
25.Rxh6 g5 26.Nh3 Nc6 27.Bxgh

= RN W o VAN N @

a b c d e f

g h
Chris boldly sacrfices to go

king hunting on the white
squares with his bishop and
queen. Bishops of opposite color
may be drawish in the endgame
but can lead to brutal attacks in
the middle game. An additional
factor here is the white rook on
a2 which is sadly out of play so
that black can afford to toss a
mere knight to get closer to the
opposing monarch.

27....Nxeb! 28.dxe5 Qxe5
29.Qd4 Qe2 30.Nf4 Qg4 31.Rh8
Bc6 32.Be7 e5 33.Rxf8+ Rxf8
34.Qxe5 d4+ 35.Kf1 Qd1+ 36.Qel
Qf3 37.Qe6+ Kb8 38.Qe5+ Kc8
39.Kel dxc3! Y-

— N W bW NN

Gomez,D (979)
Friesen,R (1377)
[B50] Reserve Rd 1

l.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6é 3.Bc4 Nc6
4.Nc3 Nf6 5.0-0 Bg4 6.Rel Neb
7.43 Nxc4!?

To my taste a fine looking
knight to trade for a mere
doubled pawn.

8.dxc4 Nd7 9.h3 Bh5 10.Qd5
Bxf3 11.gxf3

[ I VR NV R NN B -]

a b c d e f

White's position looks a
little awkward; Advantage black.

11....Ne5 12.Re3 Qc8 13.f4
Ng6 14.Qg5 h6 15.Qg3 Qe6?

Pokes his nose into the other
guys fist.

16.f5 Qxc4 17.fxg6 f6 18.Nd5
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US Chess Cﬁam/ﬁom'ﬁi/)

tobe Held in Seattle in October

by
Sam Sloan

NEWBURGH. May 21 - The Ex-
ecutive Board of the United States
Chess Federation has approved a
deal to have the US Champion-
ship held in Seattle in October.
The event will be organized and
held by a private group of busi-
nessmen brought together by
Grandmaster Yasser Seirawan
and a Mr. Oke.

L.ast October, the Executive
Board canceled the 2000 US

Championship for financial rea-
sons. This led the Seattle based
Seirawan group and several other
groups to try to put the champi-
onship together on a private ba-
sis.

Two Executive Board mem-
bers, Doris Barry and Helen War-
ren, expressed opposition to the
event being held at all. In a tele-
phone conference call earlier this
month, the board voted 5-2 to pay

travel expenses to allow George
DeFeis, Executive Director, to go
to Seattle to negotiate with the
Seirawan Group. Barry and War-
ren voted not to authorize DeFeis
to travel and to negotiate. Garrett
Scott was not in on the conference
call.

DeFeis went to Seattle and
came back with a agreement. The
main points are as follows:

1. The Seattle Group will incorporate by June 15. The name will be the “Seattle Chess Founda-

tion™.

2. The Seattle Group will produce proof by August 15 that it has $100,000.

3. The Seattle Group will have an option to hold the championship every year for the next ten
years. However, if the Seattle Group fails to hold the event in any year, then the agreement for
all future years will be canceled at the option of the USCF.

4. Within 60 days after the US Championship has been held, the Seattle Group will notify the USCF
whether it intends to hold the championship the next year.

5. For the rights to hold the US Championship, the Seattle Group will pay the USCF 85,000 per year
for the first five years and $10.000 per year for the last five years.

6. The Executive Director will be on the US Championship Organizing Committee.

7. Standards will be maintained so that the Seattle Group cannot hold an “cheap” event in one year
and still retain the rights to future years.

8. All games from the US Championship will be broadcast on the Seattle Group’s website. The
USCF website will link to that website but will not broadcast the games itself.

Doris Barry, who obviously re-
mains opposed to this agreement,
objected that the games from the
US Championship should be on
the USCF website. However, it was
pointed out that the Seattle Group

hopes to make money from adver-
tising on its website. Therefore,
if the USCF were to insist that the
games be on the USCF website,
there would be no deal. Doris
Barry nevertheless continued to

insist that the games be on the
USCF website. Doris Barry also
said that Al Lawrence had been
working on a backup plan.

ﬂ
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LIVERMORE CHAMPIONSHIP

Livermore is back! After a two
year hiatus. the Livermore
Championship has returned.
With 48 players attending at
Dania Hall, a prize fund of $953
was awarded. That's a full 75%
return, before expenses!

This May’s event was won by
Tom Dorsch and Emmanuel Perez,
who shared top honors with 3.5
points out of 4. They split the
$255 First and Second place mon-
ies. Tom and Emmanuel agreed
to an early draw in round three.
which left Robert Sferra unde-
feated after three rounds.

The final round had Tom fac-
ing Larry Snyder while Emmanuel
played the tournament leader Rob-
ert Sferra.

Here are their games:

Perez, Emmanuel 2339

Sferra, Robert 2200

1.c4 Nc6 2.Nc3 eb5 3.g3 {5
4.Bg2 Nf6 5.e3 g6 6.Nge2 Bg7 7.0-
0 0-0 8.d3 Ne7 9.d4 exd4 10.Nxd4
a6 11.b4 Kh8 12.Qb3 Rb8 13.Bb2

MAY 6-7TH, 2000

by
Riley Hughes

b6 14.Rfd1 Qe8 15.Nd5 c6 16.Nc7 Qf7

17.Nf3 Qg8 18.Neb g5 19.Rd6 b5
20.Qc2 bxc4 21.Bf1 Rxb4 22.Bc3
Rb7 (22...Ne4! looks like a good try
in a complex position. for ex-
ample 23.Bxb4 Bxeb} 23.Bxc4
Ned5 24.Nxd5 cxd5 25.Bb3 Rc7
26.@b2 Bb7 27.Bd4 Be8 28.Rd1 ab?
29.Rxd5! Nxd5 30.Bxd5 Qxd5 1-0

Snyder, Larry 2096

Dorsch, Tom 2204

l.e4 ¢5 2.¢3 g6 3.d4 cxd4
4.cxd4 Bg7 5.Nc3 d6 6.Be3 Nf6
7.h3 Nc6 8.Bd3 0-0 9.Nge2 Nd7
10.0-0 eb 11.d5 Nb4 12.Bbl {5
13.f3 Nf6 14.a3 Na6 15.b4 hb
16.Bd3 {4 17.Bf2 gb

Messages

by

John Donaldson IM
Mechanics Institute Chess Room Director

National Master dJonathan
Baker won January’'s WBCA Blitz
held at the Mechanics’ Institute.
Baker, who drew only with Expert
Neil Falconer, scored 9 1/2 - 1/2
to take home the S50 first prize.
Felix Rudyak was second at 7 1/2
followed by Juan Cendejas and
Andrei lonescu in a tie for third
at 6 1/2. Tom Stevens and Julio
Avella made the final remaining
plus scores with 6 and 5 1/2 re-
spectively. The 11-player round
robin featured one master and five

experts.

Looking to improve your game
for free? Sound to good to be true?
It’'s not! Check out GM Alex
Yermolinsky's free lectures at the
MI Chess Room every Tuesday
(5:15-6:15) and Wednesday (6:15-
7:15) night.

Several players closely con-
nected with Bay Area chess will
be celebrating milestone birth-
days this year. GM Arthur Dake
of Portland, who was a regular at
the MI in the late 1920s and early

18.Kh1 Rf7 19.Qd2 g4 20.Ngl Nh7
21.Rfcl Bf8 22.Rc2 Rg7 23.Racl
Bd7 24.Nbb Qgb 25.Nxa7 gxf3
26.Bb6 Qg3 27.Nxf3 Ngb 28.Bf2
Nxf3 29.Bxg3 Nxd2 30.Bf2 Nb3. 0-1
In the reserve section (Under
1900), Todd McFarren (1776)
breezed through with a 4-0 result
to win $125 outright. And in the
booster (Under 1500), Ralph Hipps
(1001) finished with 3 1/2 points,
1/2 point ahead of the four play-
ers tying for second place. Ralph's
performance rating was 1467!
The next Livermore Champi-
onship is scheduled for the No-
vember 4th and 5th. See you

then! @

B
«om e M@ChANICS

1930s. will turn 90 on April 8.
Three days laler Val Zemitis of
Davis, author of The Unknown
Tal and a longltime contributor Lo
the California Chess Reporter.
will be 75.

The MI Chess Room is going
through the process of trying to
have the City of San Francisco
name a street or alley after the
late George Koltanowski. Letters
of support can be E-mailed to
imwjd@aol.com to be forwarded on.
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27" Annual Peoples Chess Tournament

by
Mike Goodall

The 27* People’s. an American Heritage Event, was held over Presidents’ Day weekend at the U.C. campus in Berkeley. 139
players converged in five sections for this six round event. Camille Baginskaite (rated 2406 and also Alexander Yermolisky's wife)
won the open section a full point ahead of the field. She is the first woman to even finish in the money, much less win the Bay Area’s
biggest open tournament. All three of the international masters finished out of the money. Chief director Riley Hughes worked
harder than most chief directors. He was ably assisted by both Steve Brandwein in the adults and by Bonnie Yost who ran the
Young Peoples tournament on Monday.

That the tournament went so smoothly was attributed by many to the following toumament information posted by
Alan Glasscoe:

Place Prizes
First Camille Baginskaite $500
Second Vinay Bhat 8218
Third David Pruess $218
1* U2300 Bela Evans 8218
1 Expert Vivek Nambiar $300
2 Expert H.W. Earth 8150
3 Expert Michael Aigner 825
3 Expert Victor Ossipoz $25
3 Expert Elliot Temple $25
13-2n A Steve Gaffagan $220
1#-21m¢ A Felix Rudyak $220
3 A Neil Regan 825
3 A James Smith 825
1* B Pierre Vachon $280
2" B Keith Yost $140
3B Joetl Garcia 835
3B Gil Chambers 835
Reserve Section
] 5.0 David Petty $163
Sam Petty 5163
3 Mike Lum 850
Best U1400 Gary Huang 870
Ernst Westphal $70
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TROPHY PRIZE WINNERS

(Except where noted, tie-breaks were used to determine final standings in the event of ties)

Grades K-3: 1% Place, Louis Depello (Sacramento Christian Academy) 5-0

2" Place, Rebecca Chow (North Davis Elementary) 4-1

3 Place, Graham McDaniel (North Davis Elementary) 3.5-1.5

1 Place Team: North Davis Elementary 13
Grades 4-6: 1% Place, Daniel Schwarz (Del Paso Manor) (won the playoft tiebreaker) 5-0

27 Place, Tyler Woodruff (Cesar Chavez) 5-0

3 Place, David Rivera (Biggs Elementary) 4-1

4% Place, Emmanuel Garcia (Biggs Elementary) 4-1

5" Place, Anyon Harrington (Esparto Elementary) 4-1

6% Place, Brandon Zeman (Del Paso Manor) 4-1

7" Place, Cameron Knipe (Biggs Elementary) 4-1

8" Place, Chris Saeturn (Biggs Elementary) 4-1

9" Place, Tyler Wilken (Davis Independent Study) 4-1

10% Place, Shiloh Rainwater (Twin Oaks Academy) 4-1

1* Place Team: Biggs Elementary 16

2" Place Team: Del Paso Manor 12

3" Place Team: Cowan Fundamental 10
Grades 7-8: 1® Place, Marcus Langston (Harriet Eddy Middle School) 5-0

2™ Place, Juan Corona (Biggs Middle School) 4-1

3" Place, Nicholas Robinson, (Tenaya Middle School) 3-2

1 Place Team: Biggs Middle School 6
Grades 9-12: 1* Place, Muraad Khan (Florin High School) 5-0

27 Place, Joshua Prochaska-Saglio (Pacific Grove) 4-1

3™ Place, Tommy Innes (Florin High School) 4-1

4™ Place, Jose Rivera (Biggs High School) 4-1

5" Place, Tou Feusue Yang (Luther Burbank]) 3.5-1.5

6™ Place, Eduardo Corona (Biggs High School) 3.5-1.5

7% Place, Travis ltterly (Biggs High School) 3-2

1% Place Team: Florin High School 15

2™ Place Team: Biggs High School 13.5
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The 2000 Sacramento Scho-
lastic Chess Championship, held
at the Ethel Mac Leod Hart Senior
Center, was the first USCF rated
scholastic championship in
memory. The event had 88 play-
ers sign up and 85 participate, far
more than the 30 or 35 I hoped
for!! Participants came from
Biggs, Palo Alto, Monterey, and
the greater Sacramento area.

Outside, a better day couldn’t
have been scripted for a better the
April 29" event. Between rounds,
the park outside the center was
flowing with kids, adults, chess,
picnics, tents, and all other types
of fun! Inside, the games were
hotly contested.

The K-3 champion was Louis
DePello, Sacramento Christian
Academy. with a perfect score of
5-0. In second place in the 14
player section with a score of 4-1
was Rebecca Chao, North Davis El-
ementary School. North Davis El-
ementary took home the team
prize with a score of 13 points.

The grades 4-6 section was
the largest of the event with 40

iskey, ¥

players. At the completion of the
fifth round, Daniel Schwarz and
Tyler Woodruff were atop the field
with perfect scores of 5-0. Daniel
won the championship in a 5-
minute playoff game. The team
event saw Biggs Elementary take
first place with a score of 16
points, Del Paso Manor in second
with 12 points, and Cowan Fun-
damental taking the third place
trophy with 10 points.

The 7"-8" grade section was
a round robin with 6 players. Fin-
ishing atop the field was Marcus
Langston from Harriet Eddy Middle
School with a score of 5-0. Run-
ner-up Juan Corona from Biggs
Middle School scored 4-1. The first
place team trophy was taken by
Biggs Middle School.

Florin High School’'s Muraad
Kahn won the grades 9-12 section
with a perfect 5-0. In second place
was Joshua Prochaska-Saglio of
Pacific Grove School, third place
was captured by Tommy Innes of
Florin High School, and Jose
Rivera of Biggs High School fin-
ished fourth, all three players

DO

CalChess Email Lists

CalChess maintains an email list of CalChess members. Most of the
postings to this list are announcements of tournaments or other chess
events. To join the list, include your email address on the form when
you join or renew your CalChess membership. You can also join the list

by sending email to:

CalChessMembers-owner@lists.best.com
Your CalChess membership must be current to join the list.
To send a message to all the members of the CalChess list, send

your posting to:

CalChessMembers@lists.best.com

— Doug Shaker —

rgani

scoring 4-1. Florin High School
won the team event with 15
points and Biggs High School was
in second place with 13.5 points.

Of special note was the par-
ticipation of Sacramento’s Cowan
Fundamental School. Chess
coach Andy Parnas arranged for
the participation of 19 members
of the school’s club in the event
(16 in the 4" - 6% grade section),
all 19 playing in their first USCF
scholastic event! Way to go,
Andy!

I would like to thank Merry
Geil, Director of the Ethel Mac
Leod Hart Senior Center for use
of the facility; Assistant Tourna-
ment Directors Michael Aigner,
Steve Bickford, and Cain Garrett,
and Tournament Directors’ As-
sistant Debbie Garrett. With out
their help, the event could never
have run so smoothly. In the fu-
ture, I plan on organizing more
scholastic events in the Sacra-
mento area.

Problem
by Kevin Begley

White to move and win!
Solution in next issue
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Join

CalChess

The Northern California Chess Association
Support Your USCF State Affiliate and receive these Benefits:
Tournament Discounts * California Chess Journal « Youth Chess

E One Year $15 ¢ Two Years $28 ¢ Three Years $41 E
Scholastic One Year $13 ¢ Family $17
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] Name

C.C.J. Submission Policy

Our CCJ copy submission policy re-
mains ‘author friendly’. While our prefer-
ence is for electronic submission. typewrit-
ten or neat handwritten copy is acceptable.
Electronic submission allows you to include
game scores, chess diagrams, and digitized
photos. In general, tournaments submitted
in an electronic format will be allotted more
space. Our preference is for Microsoft Word
files with diagrams created using the
Linares font. Please feel free to contact me
if you have any questions on how to submit
material to California Chess Journal.

The next deadline for C.C.J.

| Address

State Zip

: City
i Phone

Amount Enclosed $

Check One:

New
Mail to: CalChess 2030 Mills Ave.Menlo Park, CA 94025

T For Additional Information Call 650-854-9793 T

Renewal

submissions is July 20.
Allan Fifield, PO Box 27
Visalia, CA 93279-0027

Days: (559)-651-3300 #371 * Nights: (559)-
734-2784 * FAX: (559)-651-0739

CompuServe: 102033,3421
AOL: jostensvis
Internet: fifiela@jostens.com

George
KoltanowsRi

Contiued from page 10

candy every day of his life. He did
not believe in vitamins, he did not
like vegetables, and he avoided
fresh fruit.

In the end, Koltanowski will be
remembered as a great person. He
was a friend to everybody who
needed a helping hand. and many
young chessmasters were assisted
along the way. He achieved the
very pinnacle of his profession in
every aspect, earning the title of In-
ternational Grandmaster as a
player, International Arbiter and
National Tournament Director as
an official, earning the presidency
of the USCF, and earning the re-
spect and admiration of a
chessplayers everywhere. He had
the first TV show devoted exclu-
sively to chess. His tireless tour-
ing, promoting, writing and teach-
ing introduced many thousands to

the Royal Game. He was awarded
the title of “Dean of American
Chess,” then awarded again the
title “American Chess Treasure.”
He was one of the three original
inductees into the US Chess Hall
of Fame (with Fine and Reshevsky).

With a career that spanned
from the Golden Age of Sports in
the 1920s to the 21st century,
Koltanowski was truly a Renais-
sance Man. Those who were privi-
leged to know him will never
forget him.

CalChess Scholastic
Championships
Continued from page 6

40.Rh3 Qxf2-+] 38...@xc4 39.Qd2
Rh8 40.Rg3 Rg4 41.Rxg4 hxg4a
42.Qe3 Qd4 43.gb3 Rhl1+!
44 Kxhl1 Qxf2 45.Kh2 [45.Qd]1 g3
46.Qcl Qf4 47.Qbl1 Qxf5-+]
45...Qh4+ 46.Kgl g3 47.Qf3 Qf4
48.Qe2 | think this was his move
considering that it blocked the
mate threat of Qf2+. 48...Qcl+
White resigns. 0-1

Fresno County
Championship

Continued from page 18

lonely off on the a file and the
white pawns seizing impressive
looking space on the king side,
Igor decides on an inadequate
knight sacrifice to mix it up.
19....Nxe5 20.fxe5 Qxg4
21.Nfa gxdl+ 22.Rxd1l Bxf1
23.Kxfl d4 24.Bd2 Nd5 25.Rf3
dxc3 26.Bcl Rf5 27 .Kg2 Nxf4+
28.Bxf4 Rcf8 29.Rdfl1 Rxh5
30.Bg3 Rhf5 31.Rxf5 exf5 32.e6
Rf6 33.Rel Kf8 34.Bb8 Ke7
35.Bxa7 Rxe6 36.Rxe6+ Kxe6
37.Bxb6 Kd5 38.Ba5 Kc4 39.a4
g5 40.Bxc3! f4 41.Kf3 h5 42.Ba5
h4 43.Kg4 £3 44.Kxf3 h3 1-0 i
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