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JAES COOK AND NOSL PENAUD TO BATTIE IT OUT - FHAI...ETGEFE IﬂSE GUT

The co-champione of Precita Valley, James Cook and Noel .Runaud, will battle it out

egain this year for tha cluh championgkip.
in short order—-:
taking two from Leighton Allen.

The co-champs knockad out the challengers
Jemes Cook downing Paul Bogosian in two games, -and Noel Renaud-
Whiie Cook seened to win with ease over Bogosian,
Renaud won both of his from Allen after adjournmedts.

Nevrertheless, ' Renaud played

his chess like the Renaud of o0ld, and Allen was & tough oppocent, whereas Bogosian

acted like the defeated player even before the opening move.

‘This does not- taka any-

thing awey from Cook, his reputation taking care of him in this case.
With the championship matches about to take place, everything else for 1957 is

already decided.

CITY CHAMPIQNSHIP INTO FINALS

With the preliminaries in the record
books, the San Francisco City Champion-
ship tourney is now into the finals. Thée
winners of the preliminaries, of course,
have found themselves in a tough batile
in the Master Division, those that came
in second are battling in the Expert Div-
ision, and so on down the line, The
liaster Division 13 just loaded with talent
with William G. Addison, Charvles Bagby,
Wade Hendricks, Jack L. Eaesch, Jr.,

Henry Gross, BEugene Krestini, Sief Poulsgen
and Earl Pimaer. Since the winnsr of this
division wiil be the City Champion and
will be gualified to play in thae State
Champicasihip, all eyes are foctsed on the
cuteoms.

However, those in the other divisions
need ot be asheamad, as they wers dowvmed
by some very guod players as noted abo7e.
Even the "CY Division is touvgh; and. of
course, thore is a Srophy awaiting the
Winasar ol aesh.

Leighton Allen is the "A" champion, Paul Bogosian is the "B"

champion, and Lowell Tullis is the "C"
champion. We are hoping for no tie in
the championship match--, but, then
again, who will win it%!

i . Of course, when the championship
matech is over, the club will have its
usual "Fresentation Night" highlighted
by & speed (rapid transit) tourney to
which everybody, c¢lub members or not,
ars invited. There will be a 25¢
entry fee for the speed tourney, all
monies collected being used as prizes
to the winners of same., We hope to be
able to announce the date in the very
near future.

Also, there is to be a prize for
the Leat game played in this past
candidates' tourney and the champion-
ship matches. This is a reminder to
those who may have played a good game
but have failed to turn in same to the
tonrnament dir rector, Jim Reynolds.

The becl game will be judged by a com-
mittee which will be named by the
tournamezt direstor.
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C. D. 's VIEWS

IT IS GEITING NEAR THAT TIME when the
chess teams that make up the San Francisco
Bay Area Chess League will cnce again be
battling it out for a chempicnship. Iast
year, our first in this leagus, we didn't
do too well, tieing for last piace. Of
gourse, I don't know if we'll have two
teems going or just one, though we do
have two team captains, Dawve Gibson and
Lowell Tullis, B0 we are prepared in

that way.

I am suggesting that we have some
practice matches between our first and
second teams. We could meke it a handi-
cap team match at first, the first team
giving the second team the odds of a
pawn and A move or scmething like that.
Of course, this will really be up to thé
team captains and the members. However,
T feel something should be done to
sharpen the first team anyway.

It may be that we can get a practice
match or matches with other cluba-- I
guess we can call them exhibition team
matches, T understand that Ivan Vegwvary,
our secretary, is contacting San nuentin
for a match up there, I hope that all
that can will get in on this wvisit to

the jail.
--- Leighton Allen
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CHATS an d NOTES
from the. EDITOR
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What's With Ratings?

THE SUBJECT OF RATINGS COMES to my mind
because of a recent letter I received
from our goed friend, Harold M. Phillips,
an ex-president of USCF. Due to the
fact I haven't his permission, and be=
cause the letter was personally tome, I
do not feel free to quote it. Just the
same, Mr. Philiips makes a lot of sense
to me. It seems that 'Harlmess & Co.'
is still pushing the "hit them on the
head" to make them join idea, the hammer
being the Harkness Rating System. Or so
there is a document being circulated as
a proposal headed, "United States Chess
Federation affiliation and National
rating regulations effective March 1,
968", 1In it, the idea of hammering
heads with " Jjoin USCF or ELSE NO RATIMG"
business comes into view once again.
This, of course, I suppose is to come to
a vote amongst the directors, though
this director has not received the pro-
posal as yet.

FPersonally, I don't feel that it is
up to the directors to decide. It is of
such importaonce that the right thing to
do about it should be up to the entire
membership of USCF, or is USCF a demo-
cratic organization? Or, perhaps they
wish to run it 1ike the teamsters whers
the membarship at large does not want a
certain person but he is elected anyway
at a convention supposedly representa-
tive of the membership.

It is true that it is diffieunlt to
have the entire membership vote on each
little incideant, but I do bslieve that
big issues should be explained to the
membership at large and then finally-
voted upon by the members. Afterall,
they all paid 35 and do have a stake in
the organization.

Then. is the Harkness Rating System
80 important that it i=s to be uzed to
"ghanghai™ members into USCF? I think
Mr. Phiilips answers this best (and I
hope he dossn't mind my quoting this cne

(continued on page 6)
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MECHANICS' INSTITUTE IS THE BUS1EST CHESS CIUB righ®t now with the City Championship
battles going on., It seems more gam:s are piayed there than anyplace. And why not?
Afterall, -it is just about the best equipped club besides being open most of the
time., It goes like this, "Hello, Joe Doakes? Weli, this is John Doe and I think I
have a game to play with you. Well, Mechanie's is open all day, -- what time do you
want to meet me?. That's about the story. So, may we salute Mr. Arthur B. Stamer
who has had his hands full Dbut manages to keep everybody happy just the samel

We do not wish to take anything awe; from the other clubs in the Bay Area, but
we cannot help but point out the coanvenience at Mechanies' Institute, or as Charles
Bagby always says, "Everybody should bslung to the parent club, regardless of what
other club he belongs to, since it is open most of the time--, and one ean always
get into a geme of chess". Indeed, li.I. is the parent ciub--, as a matter of fact,
the granddaddy of them alll Not only that, but did you know it haa the best library
in town? Yes, it even has the public library taking a back seat! - If you don't be-
lieve me, ask my wife. Detter still, join M.I. and find out for yourselfl

Poor Mrs Richard FPlock—, he spends hours grooming his mustache, only to run into
a misunderstanding character now and then. Thers are some who first meet him that
have the doggonedest time trying to hold back a burst of leughter. Then, there are -
those who outrightly remark, "Say, lMr. Plock, what is that thing on your face?i".
That's okay, Mre. Plock, I understand, myself, because I can remember when they had
handlebars on other places than bicyclesSsess.

The' kibitzers are having their glory these days. The huddles are quite numerous.
Anyhow, there are two players at a board staring for all they are worth over same
sixty-four squares. One has Black and one has White. The game may be in the open-
ing, or in the middle, or even at the end. OCne player makes a move, as a few
lockers-cn gasp. Then one of the spectators beckons his finger at another and with-
in a few seconds there is a huddle. Once in awhile a head pops up from the huddle
and glances at the board. So the poor guy with the move is sweatinz out the time
and wonders what those guys in the huddle see. It must be good, but what is 1t%? The
huddle breaks and gathers around the board again. The guy with the move iz still
wondering what they see but doesn't dare ask. His time is running out 50 he makes
a move and immediately after the huddle forms again. Guess I blundered, the player
thinks or there must have been something better, I must be a poor player, he de-
cides, for I've been looking fifteen minutes for a good move and they merely glanced
at the buard and saw something, But, alas, in a couple of moves his opponent
resigrs so he has played it correctly afterall! OCh yeah--, that's what you think}
The huddlers (or kibitzers) go to work on the loser showing him he had you dead to
rights, Now why didn't he make this move and that move and this other move. 80,
you see, you didn't move correctly afterall even though you won the game! It was
the othar guy, see, he just didn't mexe the right moves. It was him they were talk-
ing about all the time, not you. Shucks, mister, g> homei You don't tnow how to
pley chess--, it's just the other guy siways should havs won. Sure, you got a point
but; broiher, were you luckyl! But, don't let it werry you; friend, the kibitzers
need you-—; or what would they do if it wasn's for you who should have lost??!l

Tien there was a certain night at the Presita Valilev Chess Clcb when a youngster
(and e aew member) decided to.challenge oune of the sessoned veterans. It was a rip-
snorbin' game and the vetaren .finally settlisd maitters vy sayicg with a voice of
authority, “Matel". The youagsier lociked and sura.sno.gh he was mated, but upon
giancing over the board. snarled,- "How come you ¢can mate me when you even haven't
g2% your King on the board?l™ Hey, what's this?? "Shucks," adds the youngster, "I
won your Kiug with a Pawn way back in the openingl™ill .ecieessss
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‘]EE UPSET! When places changed on the l4. PxB .0

top rung of Precita Valley's ladder,
September 12, 1957.
Geme No. 31
White: A. R. Castellanos
Black: Leighton Allen
PETROFF DEFENSE

1. P-K4 P-K4
2. N~KB3 H-KB3
3UIP‘Q3_ " @

Better is 3. P-4 (Steinitz). The text
gives White a ¢ramped position. The
usual continuation in the Petroff De-
fense is 3. NxP, P-Q3; 4. N-KB3, NxP;
5. QK2 (Lasker), Q-K2: 6. P-03, N-KB3;
7« B-N5, gxqch; 8. Bxo, B-K2; 9. N-B3,
P-qB3; 10. 0-0-0, P-KR3. ch, whether
the Bishop captures the Knight or re-
treats, the game should be dravn.

34 I H"’Eﬁ
- 4, P-B3 P-n4
5. PxP P

This unnecessarily exposes the nueen. It
is better to recapture with the Knight.

6, B-K2 B-np4
7. 0=0 0-0

8- CE-]-C:E B—Eq'
g.- H-HE B'QI'IE
10, N-R4 B-K3
11, B-K3 KR-01

liore azzressive 18 11...., BxB; 12. FxB,
F-K5. Now if 13. PxP, QP wins a Pawn.
If 13. P-Q4, Q-EKN4 also wins the Pawn as
14. R~B4, Q~R3 and White loses a piece.
1B 0@
White is sesarching for a plausible move.
Neither this nor Q-B2 is attmctive.
% 4 Ii=E2
This iz definitely not a propitious day
for elvher gueens l2.+.s, ~Q5 is safe
end maintalns Black's positicnal advantage.
rL-..H:-a"- P"'}."-’t-
Black®s fifth move was a tactical error
and he waited overly long to correct it.
151 L LI BJCB
Troe Whits threatened 14. P-BG but that
move is zmobt dangerous, l.2¢ 13s4sey; Q-B3;
14. P-BS5, B2X7; 15. PxB, N-K5; 16. g-B2,
NxQBF.

White misses his chance to get out uf

difficulties, l4. PxqQ, BxQ; 15. PxB,

B-115; 16. PxPch, KxP; 17. N-B3.

145 o = Q"‘BE
16., P-K4 .. e
A fQueen move is urgently needed.

: 15' “« @ L] BXP

16, E=R1 Bl

17. FxB =P

18, R-R4 q-od

19. BN FxR

20, Q-R6

NP
Cne of those oversights that is the bane
With the exchange
and two Pawns Black felt tob confident.

of all chess players.

The winning move was 20...s, QK3.

Bl- N"Eﬁ il - & @&
Vhite mates one move sooner with 21,
R-N4ch, N-N3; 22, N-R5,

Bli o ae ms’.mﬂ
For 2lisss, N3 B2, R-W4ch, K-Rl:; 23,
0xBPeh, N-N2.

Game No, 32 &g

Played in- the Autumn "Open" at the

-

Sheraton-Palace Hotel, Sept. 21, 1957,

Entanglement of minor pieces loses a
dravn game.
Wihite: W. Gower

Blacke L. Tullis
COLLE SYSTHEM
1. P-Q4 N~KB3
2. P-E3 P-K3
3o B3 B-5ch
The immediate Ssessy P’-@IS iz better.
.44 P'QBE E-EE
5o N-Q2 P-qN3
En P=-E24 - % @

The stonewail fomation is none too ef-
White coulid make better
use of his extra tempo with just plain

fective here-

old-fashioned 6. EN-E3.

ﬁl'\I [ ] L] L B'-qu
7. KN-B3 P-QB4
8. 0-0 PP

9. BEPxP N-B3

(continued on next page)
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GOWER-TUILIS (continued) PROBLEN CORNER
10. P-q}3 R-GBl Solution to Problem No., 6: 1. P-B8(N)
11. B-lI2 0-0 Problem No. 7 by Dave Gibson
12. BBl N-gNS BIACK (11)
13‘ RxR QXR I s &2 » X . 8
14, B-N1 I‘LI';E-Q& Ps o s DD s
15. Q‘I{l N-EN5 ¢t PoED o
The .sequence of moves is not the most oo B e BDls
effectives First should come 15---1, PO R TR P
B-R3 and Black wins a Pavm or the s + s 5 0 s P a
BIGhE.ﬂ.EBu LI I T T T
16« N-B4 P-4 O T S T T
17. P-KR3 PR : WHITE (4)
18. Pzl PxP Black to move and mate in one move.
19. PxP B-R3 Solutian next month.
20, R-B2 B-NS . . —
21, 7-0Bl -2
3o 3_?!? 9 HORONIT? PLANS TOUR

This threat is too obvious, A better
move i3 22, B-K4., Then might follow
22...., P=-B4; 23, PxP, PxP; 24, BN,
nxB; 25. Q=R1 and White is quite =afa,
The text move leavea Loth B:I.shops and
fueen hemmed in,

EE- ¥ & @ P-IIE

EE- Q"K‘* LI |
Puts his neck in the noose. The Queen
can now be trappeds 23. B-Bl is
necessary.

23 v o o N-B3

If 23...., P-B4; 24. PxP, NPxP; 25. Q-K5,
N3 and 26evsey B-QE wins. If 25. Q,-EE,
R-Bl; 26. Q-Ql, NxEP. Black had a
splendid position but with each exchange
he loses scme of his advantage.

24e QxQ Bxq

25, P-N5 : N-qQ4
This gives White time to protect his

Queen Pavmn. B25. -5 is more forceful.
26. B-Bl R-B1l
27. R=0B2. xR
EBI BxH H"B‘E
2'9' H—-QB? LI T

Although Black's Bishops have mors mobil-
ity White should be able to draw. The
tekt move, however, gets him in' diffi-
eulties. Correct is 29, BI/2--, not %o
exchange but simply to preserve the
status quo.

zgl L] L] [ ] B-Qé
Eﬂ '] H"‘rlg ? H 'R‘?
31, Resims

I. A« "Al" Horowitz is planning another
continental tour this coming year. He
is due tc be in San Francisco about the
end of January or the beginning of
February. last year he held two exhi- "
bitions in this city, at Mechanies!
Institute and Precita Valley. This year
the 1dea is to get clubs together and
held one big exhibition. In other words
whatever clubs get on the bandwagon will
all be co-sponsors of the event. It is
hoped this will make it easier on the
various elubs in the c¢ity and at the
same time keep the eclubs fram giving
each other unprofitable competition.
Which elub guarters will be used will be
according to the convenlence of those
clubs co-sponsoring the event, that is,
when the exact dates of Al Horowitz's
gtay in San Francisco are known. Mr.
Horowitz has promised us ample time to
make our plans. Al also promises on the
event should the exhibition turn out to
be a marathon (say some 60 or more
players) that he will give us two nights,
one for exhibition and one for lecture,
all for the price of one.

Clubs wishing to get in as co-sponsors
Please contact Jim Reynolds, phone
MIssion B-5759, for details. Three clubs
are in at this writing.

OO O R X X S X OO IO D K X
SEND GAMES FOR GAMES SECTION TO NOEL
REMAUD, 125 BROMPTON AVE., S. F. 12.
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P.V. Club Iadder Standings & Ratinps

The following standings and mtings in=-
c¢lude games played up to Oct. 24, 1957,

Rung Flayer + Clasg Rati:g -
1 Ai Ri Gﬂﬂtﬂllﬂnas;hr'ii A 1549
2 James COOI{-.-*- AEREENT A 1602
3 John Rﬂmj.rﬂﬂ;- wema e s’y B 1529
4 Lﬂighton ﬂllﬁnlltt-t-l A 1673
S Lowell 'I’u],lis.““.‘ win B 1402
6 Dave GibEQDesssssnsnes A 1584
7 Noel Renaudes sesssensn A 1728
8 Ronald Eﬁfﬂm-.- winanes B © 1239
9 Ivan Vegvar¥essssseess B 1464
J.D Jm RE}TII.D].ﬂB.--.-.q-4. A, lmﬁ

11 Bob Blakemoresessssses B 1363

12 Faul Bugﬂﬂ-iﬁn---atntli B 1174
13 Jullio Ercoliniscesesse O 991
14 Don Hufnagelesssssesss B 1135 )
15 Jack G_rﬂi-ﬁllr--l---il- B 1816

16 ﬂﬂ-l‘_l Bartonssssssnsnss B 1234

17 Richard MorenCsssssess C o259
18 Rexk Hiattesesrsnssusss O 3 800
19 Geﬂrga Natali. -iitlttl; c 800

20, Pd Russell.sesesssepnes B 1236

21 Steve Gﬂbitﬂ'l---q-i-ii C S02

22 Henry BreunS«sessssess C 945

23 TDouglas Jerdetesessses O 745

24 R. Py Kovachessssssuss A - 1500

25 HRufiene NakemirBsessess O 913

26 Walter LewlSesssssssss C 207

2000 & above - Expe rt; 1500-1999 - A;
1000-1499 - B; Below 1000 - C.

THE "FUZZLING' LADDER - Explanation

NOJ AND THEN WE MUST EXPIAIN the P, V.
"puzziing" ladder--, especially to
those who are new in looking at the _
list of our players, It doea not go by
who has the highest points, but rather
by who beat who last, If No, 9 beats
No. 6, for instance, they simply swap
Places regardless of how their ratings
ars effested by the result. The idea
iz that of R, P. Kovach, and Jim
Reymolds merely put the idea in practice
when he organized this club.

The ratirgs are based on a system
devised by Jim Reynolds. It is not the _
best szysten perhaps, but it gives the
club members an idea of how they are
coming along no matter where they are on
the ladiers So it seems cne idea counter
balances the other. Anymore ideas? = -
we'll try 'emll g

o o S e e
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CTHATS ANT NOTES (eontinued)

part of his letter; " I wonder frankly
how correct is the present rating sys-
tem., Has any committee with an under-
stending of arithmetic examined into the
rating? How ludicrous it is that someone
with two thousand points, for example,
becomes a master when one with nineteen
hundred and ninety nine points is only a
class one or forsocoth an expert player.
These questions suggest that the place-
ment of the players into classes doesn't
scmehow meet -with the approval of a
really discriminating and right thinking
person. You might ask me, "What do you
suggest?'. Perhaps I would answer, 'Mark
all players and their ratings without
class, except that you might say thet
the ten highest shall be designated the
ountstanding ten, or if you prefer,
masters'. You might increase the number
to fiftaen or twenty, I don't km:w at
this moment".

I suppose this mting system has
never been looked at very clossly. I
once tried to find out how Mr. Harkness!
system worked, bat when he got through
explaining to me, I knew just as much as
I dld before my inquiry. In our elub
here at Precita Valley I run a little
system of my own. Everyone knows that
every year I try something new in it.
They seem to be satisfied with the re-
sulta, but I am not, so I keep ldoking
for improvements to it. That is another
reason I agsked Mr. Harkness about his,
but he isn't too talkative about it, i.e,
other than using it as an instrument to
bring in members to USCF. However, I will
give Mr. Harimess credit for making his
system known to the extent people do ask
a lot about it. But, I do lknow there is
something wrong with it because Noel
Renaud, co-champ of our c¢lub and a play-
er I'have never beaten in a chess tourn-
ement, is rated 164 points below me and
that is absurd.

In conclusion, I 'do not believe that
any one system for rating chess will
ever be completely acceptable to all
chess players. Good things are usually
invented by many over the years and not
just by one person. Chess, for instance!
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