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Egpd! Egad! Thot kind of weal-kmeed chessplayers live in this town anyhow?
In the last issue we went to great lengths to sugrest a gambit tournament, even
printed the opening moves for seven gambits — requested couments and letters from
those interested. Yup, you guessed it ! Wot = single chessplayers showed one bit
of enthusiasm = to say nothing of "interest!. WHow now do you figure that? TVhat
do you have to do to rmet chessplayers aroused--give 'em Queen odds? Apparently.
Phooey. Tell you vhat we!ll do, Ye Bditor hereby challenses anyone and everyone to
ganbits. Beginning poves as givon in the lost issue of Chess Hews, you take either
white or black. Play to be &t the rote of straight 25 moves per hour. Now there
ig your chance to beat the City Chompion - he doesn't know anymore about gambits
than the next guy. Llizybe irt Cartier or Jim Hastings will take him up on this,
they are minature "gambit fiends". 1m. Trousdale throws o wicked Muzio at black
too — vhenever he has the opportunity. So come on, you gambit fiends, who will
tackle Ye Ei this coming Vednesdsy night? If you win, zame will be published in
the next issue of this paper. 'Je sure do need games, even if they might show our
"Chump! at a disadvantage!l So come on, let's play (gambit) chess |

Bob Burger of Lafayette (formerly of Sacto) has come through with some most
interesting articles on Alekhine, first of vhich is in this issue. Thanls 2 lot,
Bob, we surely appreciate your help.  Tish more fellovs around here would write
up stories and impreessions of chess in Sacramento. ™e need it. dm sure the readers
will enjoy these articles, and look forward to scch issue.

Fio news on the MHewcomers Tournament. Tesn't oble to malze the club meeting
this week, had to take in the State Fair with the kids. =ut the tourney should
be coming to a conclusion soon. 4 titanic battle is shoping wp btetween Stags and
Bussell. That, in effect, is Fresno vs Auburn played at Sacramentoe. Sort of an
international flavor, eh? Our Central Valley Chess League is getting under way
this month. Four members from Sacto will journey to liodesto this Sunday for the
business meetting of the Lecgue. Afterwards a YNorth-South match will be held, all
within the Leasue membership tho., Ineidentally, Weil 4ustin is Treasurer of the
Leagne, and wos the wheel which set the affair into motion. Thanks to lieil for
this good work, and the Club should support him to the tuue of getting out a strong
team each time ond winning the ded-blamed charpionship again this year. Hext
igsue will have a report on the meeting at liodesto on Sept. 17th.

TREASURER'S REPORT 9/10/50

Balance on Hond 8/26/50 482,38
Tues collected 8.00
FXPTSES 4

1950 Prizes poid oub $25.00

11th Sacto Wews 4,73 =29,79

BALAICE 9f10/50 « « » o « « »357.59

dnother year's membership has been added to our paid up list bty George Flymn.
Thanlzee Geo. How that the hot weather is over we hope more players will start
coming to the meetings and turning in sgheckels to the treasurer. Club officials
are lining up winter activities now to keep you fellows busy. If you have some
jdeas or susgestions, how zbout turning them into to President Jim llarlanos? He
will sure appreciate them! Incidentally, Jim is an expectant father nowadaya.
Sure is a strain on a hard-working electrician! And genial Doc Tul: just added
a Qpeen to his family., Hearty congratulations. Tisn't every cheasplayer that has
a girl after three boys. Liore power to the Tukes.



COLENTS
by Flymn

i friend of mine vas telling me sbout chess in the middle ages. Seems as tho
the boys played for high stokes. The usual prize for the winner was a finger.
Yep, that's right, a2 finger. The ring finger of the loser, ring and all, was
lopped off by the wimner., I was just thinking what a heck of 2 time I'd have
running a typewriter if I'd been playing in those days.

To turn to more pleasant ltems, Leslie Boyette tied for first place in the
Horther California Chempionship., BSo what?

So Leslie Boyelte is one of the fanciest, flashiest players ever to hit these
parts. I didn't realize quite how good he was until I played over his geme with
TWade Hendricks vhich appeared in the SF Chronicle recently. Boyetie is definitely
a minor master on the basis of that one game, and maybe we could leave out the
word "minorh,

In that same, Boyette lefft a Dbishop in tale vwiile he captured a pawm. Then
he left a roolt in toke while he ceptured 2 Ymight., Then, just to add the final
twist he left his queen in trke viiile he coptured 2 piece! Could you do that and
win the game? DBoyette did, Ly 2um.

Bure wish we could get Ioyette up here sometime to play a simultaneous. liay-
be we could glow him dovwn enough with Gee and ligyer in the lineuwp, so that the
rest of us sould gzet o chance at a fair game with him. Of coursze we couldn't afford
what he's worth, but perhaps as a lover of chess he'd come up partly for the fun
of it. Another bay area player who would bhe a2 good prespect for a2 aimd taneous
is Guthrie lieClain. Mioe! is another great combinations man and would add con-
giderable zest to one of our meetings.

I wonder slso fI'm always wondering, when I'm not wandering) if we couldn't
zet a one page article from both licClain and Boyette, telling us o little some-
thing about themselves..vhere they learned chess, what they look for in a game, ete.
There are several other bay area players we'd lilke to lnow more about.,..and I think
we could get the information.

Saw Norman Talcott downtown the other day and we exchanged the chessplayers!
greeting,.."Pawm to King Four". No "hello" for us, just "Pamm to King Four".
411 right, all right, so youlre a2 queesmpammer. '"Pawm to (peen Four" is ok, too.

dlso, I went out to see Harold Soligan the other day. He's still a2 little
under the weather, tut his chess game doesn't show 1t. Then he gets well, I'm
going to be afraid to play him, if He's that good vwhen he's sick.

Herels a tip for fellows who get discouraged sbout improving their genme.

Try it backwards! Get hold of Fine's Basic Chess Fndingzs and try out come of the
examples. Start with pemm endings. YOU'd be swrprised how much there is to them.
Then experiment around with bishops vs lmights, etc. Just take any position in
the book, set it up on your board and play it oubt. TYou'd be surprised how much
you can learn that way. Pretty soon you'll be seeing more not only in the endings
but in the niddle and begging too.

Jim liariancs and I have been playing quite a bit lately out at his house.
dnd vhat a bad time he gives me! dnyway, I finally win one, a gueen and pawn end-
ing, and vhat does Jim say? "You caught me with my pams dom." Did you ever
got caught like that??

THE CEESS DIAGRAL

Solution to £9 {in the last issue) 1. N-Bbch, K=B5 2. U(7)-GSch, K-B4;
3. P-F4ch, ¥xP 4, P-N4ch, PzP 5. F-R5 and white mates next move no matter what
blaclk does. Very pretiy, ftry it out. C. L. Bent, the composer, is a rubber
planter in ilalaya and a newcomer to the world of problems and endings. But he
ias obviously a composer oi great talent.

$10 (in this issue) should not be too hard to find, when you lmow that some-
thing is there. The point is that a player like Capablanca alwsys assumed there
was sonething in the pogition and never took it for granted, as post of us do,
that an spparently even position was drawm. BRossolimo is champion of France,
Copablanca former champion of the world...there was the difference.




I, Alekhine: Hls Psychology
By Bob Burger

Dr. Fmanuel Lasker is generally regarded as the greatest exponent of psycho-
logy in chess. Reuben Fine, among others, considera Alekhine superior in this
field, and has good reason behind him, The strange thing is, however, that ilel-
_hine 7as skeptical of the modern attitude and caustic in his remarks agninst
would-be "psychologists", while Laslker was a professed student of lian's mind and
life itself,

Critics of ilekhine will point to Capablanca and admire his way of "playing
the board", at the same time inferring that {lekhine wos a fchump® in !playing the
man'!, that is, in adapting & type of game to please the characier of his opponent
the least. The same critice will praise Laslter for complicating natters against an
inferior opponent, mowing the opponent would come out short againast his superior
insgight. The fact is, howover, that Alekhine neither played the board, played the
man, nor played the odds: he played from move to move on the reasonablenessof each
move. The very moves that annotators will see psyclhiology in, Aalekhine will criti-
clgze these moves of his the most, ae a failing of his better judgment. ind what
we see of psychology in the rest of his gnmes is psychology simply because of that
elusive fact! psychology does noi produce a good move, but comes from one. OF
course in situations vhere two equally promising lines loy before him, lelthine's
frame of mind at the moment was the deciding agent. _

dlekhine has written of how he studied the very life and malze-up of Capablanca
to prepare for his chempionshiy iiatch in 1927. From this one may surmise that
dlekhine was very definitely preparing to 'play the man!, rather than play abstract,
reasonnble cheas. But here is the pointt: the human element of chess malies an
abetract gome impossible, in the same way that o problem is sbstract; the more
Alekhine could lsarn of the human tendencies of Capablancn, the better he would
know the trend of his gomes, and the better he could be prepared for the nverage
position Capablanca would drift into. It!s not that he would play strictly a
conbinationsl game, knowing Capablancals positional skill; the faet is, he didn't.
Thether or not he won from a poorly prepared and over-confident opponent, he did
win and win in every woy.

The first szame Alelzhine ever won from Copablanca was the first game of that
mateh, and the last geme he won wos the last game of the metch. Some may argue
thnt Alelhine was small about not granting a return match, and others may claim
Capablanca rapidly lost his interest in the game and wouldn't have wanted & return
anyvay, but in either case it is no reflection on the merits of the men as chess—
players. 4nd comparing their merits is just nz impossible as it would be to com—
pare two personalities. BPut from the records we can say that 4Alekhinets "psycho-
logy™ as full and broader in outlook, vwhile vhat we call the psychology of Capa-
blanca was more an idiosynerasy of his Latin~iperican temperament. Possibly this
is accountable to the fact that 4lekhine was truly a world citizen with a good
deal more all-round experience than Capablanca.

The loose use of the word psychology has mede that term walueless, and 1t
is hard to find a phrase to express the idea. But knowing the games of Alekhine
and his comments to them, we can appreciate what it means to chess. Te might call
it "the reason of the moment" and agree with Fine that dlekhine was everything to
it ond because of it. That did Alekhine say of it after his successful champion-
ship match? "Psychologr is the most important thing in chess.®

o o o o

I understand that Stoclzton has a live-wire chess club going now, that meets
Fridays at the Y. 7hy couldn't a car~-full of us get together some Friday evening
and run dotm there - for an impromptu match - or skittles = or just chess?

Tho is interested? I know of one person who is going -~ if alone!




~EHC ave

Sacto vs liodesto -

fev gopes from last year's Chess League play -~ taken from material om
hand for our 1950 Tournament Book soon to be ready for distribution.

Jon, 16, 1943
Thite: ieyer
. Blaclz: Paul

1 P-4
2 P-B4
3 P-TN3
4 {-XB3
5 B-il2
& BPxP
7 0-0
8 P-K4
9 P-05
10 H-B5
11 =l
12 N-R4
13 QxP
14 &9
15 B-K3
16 P~B3
17 W-B3
18 -3
19 =B
20 K-R
21 Q-Q6
22 GR-B
23 P-B4
24 OxP
25 RxQ
26 QR-B
27 B~R3
28 P-E5
29'8-Qch
30 R-B4
31 B-li2
32 R~B7
33 Bx¥W
34 -1
35 Rf7xEP
36 P-IN4
37 K-B2
38 P-I6
39 R-Q
40 RxiTP
4] R-QE7
42 P-K7ch

43 P-Cfch Resign

H-ILn3
P=E3
P-B4
P-4
1~B3
=P
QT
H-B3
I-a5
=gz
=l
G R3
B-F4
H=-B3
B-KI15
B-2
B-Gi5
Pl
wxBch
P-LR4
=114
P-RA
el
e
I-K2
B-I
=R
P-4
P=iIB
=14
i-B6
EBxB
B-13
P-=KR5
F-R&
P-R5
R-CR3
B-K
R=R
B-113
=

{Board 2)

Sncto ve liodesto .
Jan. 16, 1949

Sacto vs liodesto
liar. Eﬂ', 1949 :

Sacto va liodesto
llar. 20, 1549

Thite: C J Smith Thite! Berry Thite: Talcott

Blacl:: imstin Blaclk: Johnson Black: Irogness

1 P-K4 P-4 1 P-I4 P-K3 1 P-E4 P-r4

2 I-KB3 1-QB3 2 P=(a P-4 2 I=-IB3 H=-CB3

3 B-B4  T-B3 3 P=X5 P-7p4 3 B-B4 B-B4

4 P-B3  UIxP 4 P-(B3  1-0B3 4 P-B3 P-G3

5 P-93 1T~-B3 5 U=-IB3 =213 5 P-4 PxP

6 0-0 B~D4 6 2-93 B0 6 PxP W-R4

7 P-4 P-4 ¥ B-302 P=F 7 PxB NxB

8 B-113 B-13 B PzP EX=-K2 B 3~R4ch P-B3

9 B-I5 B-E3 9 {1-723 =515 9 W W=-K2

10 P-CR4 P-QR3 10 B-7R4 BxB 10 0-0 0-0

11 P-285 G-0 11 7#Bch  1f5-0B3 11 ¥-1B3  B-I3

12 R=x B-X 12 0-0 H-EB4 12 K2 Pxp

13 B-JR4¢ B-0R2 13 B=X2 P-CR3 13 P-QH3 H-Ha

14 B-R2  P-E5 14 P-QI3  G=QR2 14 Q-B2 B-115

15 PxP PxP 15 p-gi4 P 15 ¥-Q2 T~B5

16 li-¢4 1T=0 16 B-CR3 BxB 16 P-B3 B-E3

17 BxB OxB 17 3B H/4-E2 17 L-B4 Q=14

18 Bxil H=B5ch 18 R-B 0=0 18 R-E2 GR~-Q,

19 ¥-R FxB 19 H-IIB4 1i-XB4 19 1I-x2 I-R6ech

20 Pz GRb 20 4B Hfaxip 20 k=B W-B3

2l B-flch X=R 21 QeQ IIxifeh 21 B-H2 &=Rb

22 P-XB4  BxEP 22 Pxi R 22 Pxu BxPch

23 P=B3  QR-G, 23 BR-E5 Rf2-R 23 I-H Q=1T4ch

24 I3 R 24 H-03 P-T074 24 =R P=1Td

25 HxQ PxP 28 R-I P~I5 256 R-Ki G=R5

26 Rf2-KB2 R-K7 26 P-IB4 PxP 26 RxPch E-R

27 I-R3 RxR 27 =P I-R 27 R=il4ch Resign

28 R-QN RExPch 28 BR-1"3 R~Kilch

28 =W P=-B7¢ch 28 I-IB QR-j These games are guite

30 K-B R-Réch 30 11-IR5 R~EN4 interesting. Tish we

al IXP RxR 3l M-K86 E-Ha had more of them. Re—

32 HxR R-08 32 P-Ko4 R-I'B4 menber the other

&3 H-R3 B4 33 R-M3ch I-R fellows lile to play
-r2 R=I118 54 R-14 Jipeivg over your games, B0

35 B-B2 P-R4 35 E=-E2 H=zR turn them in. Ve

36 P-B4 P=R5 35 Resim have many more match

37 I~B2 R=116 and tournament games

38 P-Eb P-R6 for our book this yr.

39 P-N5 P-R7

40 P-B6  P-RBfQ 4 word of caution about playing in

41 PxP d=-HR7ch matches., The hicher boards usunlly

42 Resign usze chess clocks and so have a time guide

to go by. Those on lower boards without clocks would do well

to keep in mind that four hours for o 30 or 40 move gane is
quite a long time. You con take 3 to 5 minutes for most of
your moves and be guite safe in so doing. Don't move hastilyl
Lool: the position over thoroughly, even after you've picked
out your next move. There moy be something better. TDon't

let your teap-mates down by moving fast and throwing awoy a
game - and sometimes an already won game. TALE YOUR THLE!
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