INSURANCE COUNSELOR
6363 WILSHIRE BOULEVARD
LOs ANGELES 48, CALIF

OLIvE 3-7170

August 14, 1961

Mr. Walter Fried,
President, American Chess Foundation
1372 Broadway

Dear Mr, Fried:

ue to the unfortunate incident of the unplayed 12th e
Fischer-Reshevsky match, which had to be Ewaided to ngﬁevgiyt%;
forfeiture, I feel 1t imperative to advise you of my observations ' -

n the matter. I am not a member of the Tournament commitee. but

s membership chairman of the Herman Steiner Chess Club andéa a
chess devotee, feeling that chess is verynmuch'injured ﬁy guch act-

lon as deliberate non-appearance to such an important event, I
riting this letter, " : s

ei;::tih?ngea had been made 1nItime-tab1e by the Committee, to

al non-concurrence, as understoqd, it, of h

ifferent timzs, sometimes {n what appoareg to Be r= R;r E%“ﬁfﬁ%hﬁis.
opposition, .nd other times to Reshevsky's,

ior to Thursday, August 3rd, Lene Grumette had been requested by
bie Filea:r to try to arrange gemes at the Beverly-Hilton, ss he
iked the pAlying conditions (evidently more quiet) there, rather
than 2t the Herman Steiner Chess Club, I assume he made 'aﬂis request
after he learned that the Beverly Hilton was very well pleased with
the turn-out on opening night and the excellent publicity both prlor
and after the fifth round game. Lena went to conslderable extra
ouble to get the Hotel to again grant the hall gratis, which she
tained for August loth geme by their agreement of Aug. 3rd., Play-
ng hours had been changed to accomodate the public, from 7380 PN,
e 6:30 P,¥, and in the case of Thursday, August 1Q0th., to 7:00 P.M,
understand that the Committee found it more expedient to change
the playing time for the 12th round game for the following reasons:

l. ¥o provision had been made for the fimal game's adjournment, and
by starting 2% hours earlier than originally scheduled time, the geme
could be played off the same evening, if adjourmed.

2, lirs. Platigorsky, with her mother visiting from Furocpe, was anxious
to attend both the game and the once in a lifetime joint concert of
her husbamd and Jascha Heifetz scheduled for the same evening.

3., Heferee Irving Rivise had to leave los Angeles to participate in
the United States Open at San Francisco, starting the following day.

gagavo been given to understand by members of the comulitee, :nd b
erge, Irv Rivise, that Fischer was advised as early as Agg.

of the ahangingf aehndale from 1:30 PM. to 11 A, for the 12th roﬁnﬁ.
I understand that Fischer objected to t he change and never wholly
agreed to it, but that alsc he offered no counter-compronise.
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lire Rivise, I am told, stated to Fischer before witnesses, that the
time had been officially changed to 11 A.¥,.,, the press was so notie
fied, even %o the extent that Kashdan's column published the change
in the Los Angeles Times' column of August 6th.

On Thursday, August 10th, Bobby first stated that under no circum -
stances would he play Sunday's game except at 1:30 P.,i., according
statements of the committee members. The announcements of chan-
had been made at playing sessions to the audlences present, as
1l as to the presa, and no other time could have been arranged on
uch short notice, as to the publie,

is the chess Elaying fraternity and the chess public that made
this metch possible, to ssy nothing of the strenuous efforts, at least
ngofar as this area is concerned, of such devoted Individuals as
squeline Piatigorsky and Lena Grumette, to mention but two of the
ot strenuous workesr on behalf of this match., To let them down was
ble, and for Bobby to have done it by non-appearance, mere
d satiafy whatever urge has to behave in such pattern should n
5 rewarded, in my earnest opinion. .

J 14 4§ %

ry unseemly incident took place while I was substitute referee at
ed journed session of the 1lth game. Bobby said’draw] threw down
of the pleces, walked out end others in the outside room told me
hat he said someting like the He-= with this XleX! club (with ladies
resent). Just the evening prior, with the 1lth game adjourned, Frank
1 took him out to dinner, and tried to change his attitude to-
wards playing at 11 A,M, Sunday, at which point, according to Frank,
said "well, meybe", (the closest he had come toagreement as to
chenge ). da what he had considered a certain win under his
t, his entire attitude changed when Sammy for the second time suce
ed in drawing & lost game., I understand that he also behaved
pporly when Sammy succeeded in drawing the other adjourned lost game.

Bobby states that every one 1s egainst him and unless he begins to
realize that the “hess fraternity is really working on his behalf, 1
feel that he does much more harm to chess and the prestige of American
Chess than any good it derives by his particular cgua genius.

therefore, unless Sobby changes his behavior pattern, we of the Steiner
Cl:pt;nig}:b will do nothing in the future to support any of his chess
acsliv Ge

Sincerely yours

Harry Borochow

HB/hsc

P. 8, Needless to say, about $100 was refunded to the audience, as well
as further attendance gf, oven 70.a8ditionrsl.»eeR1e who came after the for-
feit, would have accounted for another {100 at the gate,
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