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Mr. Neil T. Austin
1608 42nd Etreet
Sacramento 139, Calif.

Dear ir. Austin:

Curiously enough, I dealt with the subject of Botvinnik being a
"not too convincing chawpion" in the June 20th CHESS LIFE, which
probably you have not yet recelved.

In it, I quite agree that Botvinnik cannot be written off as a
player, despite his two drawn matches for the world title. In fact
I am very suspicious of thdse drawn matches, for it is my private
opinion that he couid whip Bronstein biindfeolded and Smyslov with
one nhand tied behind his back.

But tide fact remaims that the wokld title matches were very dis-
appointing as drama. OUne expecis = champion to be =2 champion.

If space permits, I will try to publish your letter -- but chess
events are crowding so that what can be published at 2 given time
defies prediction.
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