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The choice of the Pruner-Zemitis “Game of The Month” from the
“California Chess Reporter” to fill a space on Page 6 of the August 20,
1960 1ssue of CHESS LIFE turned out to be a happy one. The space
was filled, making your editor happy. Several readers have commented
happily on the nice game. And annotator Zemitis, although the loser in
the game, was happy to see the game, with his annotations properly créd-
ited, appearing in what he calls “America’'s best Chess publication!”
I must confess that when the game score was being prepared for pub-
lication I wondered who the heck Zemitis was. His letter solved the
mystery.

Valdemars Zemilis, in telling CHESS LIFE about his new book, gave
a few details which are both interesting and enlightening. After com-
menting favorably on the two games with Tal's notes. which appeared
on page 4 of the same issue, through the courtesy of Irwin Sigmond,
Zemitis continued:

“The reason that these two items particularly struck me is that on
September 15, Civil and Industrial Advertising, 210 California St., San
Francisco, are publishing my new book on Tal, the Chess Champion of
the World. The book contains previously unpublished games by Tal from
the period 1952-1956, which I have gathered from several personal
sources in Latvia and elsewhere. As a predecessor of Tal, as the holder
of the not-insignificant title of Latvian Junior Champion, I have had an
unusual conecern with Tal's development, and have gathered, T believe,
a unique collection of his games. All games are carefully and sufficiently
annotated, with reference to all sources known to me. And I can assure
you, and the readers of CHESS LIFE, that the games are individually
interesting, as well as being instructive from the point of view of a
world-champion’s birth pangs. Several losses are included. Bhey are
‘all Tal.’”

. For interested readers, a few more facts about the book are now
given.

THE UNKNOWN TAL, by Valdemars Zemilis, former Latvian Jun-

ior Champion; size, 8% " x 5”; 96 pages; printed on opaque lith-

olin stock by offset lithography: about 300 diagrams; price $1.50.

Some of the features which readers will enjoy: each page contains
two colums, one for the game score and the other for the notes. And, in
the score column, there is a position diagram every five moves. For
those who want to play the game over with board and set and work out
the variations mentioned in the notes, the notes are there, easily ref-
erenced. For those who want to go over some nice games on train or
plane, or elsewhere, without a board and set, the game score plus the
frequent diagrams make such a treatment possible.

Mr. Zemitis mentioned that the hook was published with the assist-
ance of the “California Chess Reporter,” with Associate Editor. Robert
E. Burger, supervising the editing and production of the volume. Con-
gratulations to author Zemitis. and to our friendly colleague, the “Cali-
fornia Chess Reporter” for having had the intestinal fortitude to embark
on a venture of this sort, which although almost necessarily in the non-
profit bracket, has brought to the chess lovers of the country such an
attractive and instructive collection of games, at a price which is equally
attractive.

Oh, yes. I almost forgot. Mr. Zemitis says that the edition is limited
to 1500 copies, So don't say you were not advised to order early.




