Story Told of the

Historian

of Chess

Ey Dr. H. J, Ralston

The following ohituary

account is abstracted from

the August issue of the British Chess Magazine:
“H. J. R. Murray, the great historian of chess, died

May last, at the age of 86.

“Murray was the eldest son of Sir James A. H. Murray,

the pioneering editor of the great
Oxford English Dictionary, and
was born June 24, 1868, He was
educated at Balliol College, Ox-
ford, where he won honers in
mathematics. Later in life he
becarme Board of Education in-
spector of schnulls.

“Murray had become enthusi-
astic over chess, his interest in
the history of the game having
heen aroused in 1883, In his own
wards, his aim became to trace
the development of the modern
European game of chess from the
first appearance of its ancestor,
the Indian ‘Chauturanga,’ in the
heginning of the Tth Century,
A, D. ;

“Murray's historical researches
wers largely based upon study
of original materials, As an ex-
ample of hiz devotion to his task,
Murray made a thorough study
of Arabic, and it was hizs knowl-
edge of this langusge which en-
abled him to make his remark-
able discovery of the chess work
of Allajlaj, a Mohammedan chess
master of the 10th Century,

“Murray’'s History of Chess ap-
peared in 1813, published by the
Oxford Tniversity Press. This
great work of D00 pages was
lavishly ilustrated and con-

tained scores of chess diagrams.
It was divided inte two main see-
tions, dealing with chess in Asia
and chess in Europe. Murray
provided evidence thal the game|
of chess, both in play and prob-
lems, followed the great politi-
cal and religious movements in
Asia and Europe. Chess probahly
did not appear in England until
the Norman conguest.

“The work is one to browse
in through the years, Murray has
left an enduring monument, the
greatest book ever to be written|
on the game of chess.

“In 1852, Murray published ‘A
History of Board Games other
than Chess,' and alsa wrote a
shorter history of chess and a
history of draughts, both un-
published.

“Apart from his interest in
hoard games and mathematics,
Murray was interested in gene-
alogy and local history. At the
time of his death he was working
on 3 history of Heyshott, the
village to which he had retired.”

The three-mover by Heatheote,
published in this column two
weeks ago, is solved by Et-B7T,
ete,

Here is a 4-move miniature by

Task No. 112—By H. E. Knoit
White Mates in Two Moves
{Value Four Paints)

Answer to Task No. 111: Q-EKi?

W. A. Shinkman which s.hc.;n-u_]d
L give you a little work:

White (thres men): King on
QELT; Queen on QBES; Enight on
E4.

Black (four men): Eing on

|QR8; Kook on QKEt 7; Pawns on

KEt3 and QEt3. White to play
fand mate in four moves.




