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The Calif. Stete Championship, held at San Francisco over Labor Dpy, wound up
with Ray llartin adding the State Charpion title to that of Les dngeles County Cham-
pion, with a score of 6-1. V. Pafnutieff of SF and George Croy of Lai were tied for
gecond with 4-3, P. D. Smith of Bakersfield had 33-3%, Charles Bagby and Sven dlm-
gren, 3-4, T, Stackal 25-4% and Leslie Boyette 2-5. Te understand there were
fechances!" in games being tossed awey evyerwhere, but that does happen in a champion=-
ship tournament vhere the pressure is sort of intense. Paul uillen of L4 won the

State Open at Santa Barbarn over the same weekend, defeating Carroll Capps in the
last round. :

TREASURER'S EEPORT 9/24/50

Belance on Hand 9/10/50 $57.59

Dues collected 10,76
68.34

THFPENSES

Leagne dues 1951 2.50

lileage to Qalzdale 6.40

Cost of 12th Chess News 4,79 . 13.69

BALAWCE 9f24/50 . . . . . .$54.65

THE CHESS DIAGRAL
Solution to #10 (in last issue) ... Capablanca played 1. B-33 and I can

imagine Rossolimo's reaction. FWo matter vhat he does, he loses at least a piece.
al, i, 7i, what & spot to be in|

#1 (in this issue) is another opening trap and, therefore, not diazrammed.
The pin is mightier than the sword, all right, btut net this pin. The position
arises in the main line of the Tneen's Gambit Declined. 1. P-Q4, P-Q4 2. P-(B4
P=E3, 3., N-0B3 H-KB3, 4. B-N5 Qi-Q2 5. PxP PxP 6. NxP and to all appearances Thite
has won a pawm, since Black's Epight on KB3 is pimned by the Bishop. But is it?
Actually, with e smashing combination Black now wins s piece. How does he do it?
Figure this one out for sure. liaybe you cen use it on Pittsbure.

R

Wo apologies to any of our club members, but we saw just (and hasty) retri-
bution come wpon a kibitzer a few days ago. Seems as though your editor was play-
ing a bit of skittles with another member, and nome of ocur moves seemed to plense
the kibitzer. Finally he scid "let me play him=-let me swmash him." 4 rather
unusual request, we admit, but we got wp and let him take our place. TWe kmow that
he lost the first two games and that prompted us to loudly proclaim that some
people talk a better game then they play!

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR DUES YET? IF FOT, WHY HOTT

(We have aMpicles on hand by Russell and Trousdale, and some Zame scores, These
will appear in later issues as we are short of space again in this one)



COLD(ENTS
by Flynn

"Rah, rah, rah., Sacromente Forty-Hiners. Rah, rah, rah."

Here we go, folks. It's come at last. The opening dsy of the 1950 sezson...
October Bth, Sacramente Forty-Niners vs. The Pittsburg Dons, played at Sacranenta.
Sacramento is flelding a big, powerful team. The Dons are smaller but very, very
tricky. Tho will win? Sacramento, of course. 411 Sacramento fans add in a whis-
per Wie hope.,®

We et o brealr in getting our secson started with o home metch. It looks to
me like [iilt ileyer, our Team Captein, iz loaded with gpod candidates. His chief
trouble is going to be plcking his team. I hope Pittsburg brings wp 2 big enof
bunch so more of us can get a game.

Pittsburg is a new addition to the growing Valley League and adds considerable
interest to the anmnual strugsgle for the team championship. The Dons have several
very fine players. Hotably Loera and Olvera. Olvera has been running chess classes
for younger Pittsburg players for some time and may have some blg surprises among
his students. Lpera was one of the heroes of the ligrth-South match last llemorial
Day. He beat R. U, Zanner of the Southland to piclt w» one of those preclous points.

ind Loera is even better than that! Only two players who have competed in the
Horth-South matches more than five times have a batting averasze of .800. One is
Herman Steiner, U. 8, Champion. The other is 4l Leera. Loera plays a very color-
ful brand of chess, somevhat in the style of Boyette...leaves pleces in talke, tries
anything and makes it work.

I imazine his styles of play will influence the entire Pittsburg team. It is a
style which I would call truly Latin...one in vhich swrprise is the chief element.
Right here I want to disagree a little with Bob Byrger, Bob did a fine job in his
first Alekhine article and I am anxiously awaiting more. But I can't quite go along
with his distinetions betwsen Alelhine and Cgpablanca. Ofapablanca was as much a
men of the world as dlekhine and just as widely travelled. 4ind although no one
gquestions his Latin racial origin, I think his style of vwlay was not Latin at all.
It was more in the solid, positional Slav style. There are two kinds of chess fans...
4lelzhine baclkers and Capablanca backers, I'm a Cspablanca man myself, Dut back
to Pittsburg!

sesThich has a team of predominately Spanish recial origin, so the above remarks
do have some bearing on the coming contest. Look out for that Latin stylel! If a
Pittsburg players makes a move that looks silly, be very, very sure that there is
nothing deeper behind it. I cen almost guarcontee there will be. dnd if you canlt
see it too, boom! That!s all brother, Anéther Sacramento player will bite the dust.

So be cautious with them, tut not too cautious. That triclky, Latin style has
its wealmesses too. If one of those off-brand moves soes over, it wins. 3But if it
is carefully refuted, 1t loses. Doard for board, we should be stronger, so there!s
no point in getting so scared we tie up and zet muscle bound. So Let's all take &
lot of time on our moves, especially in the opening, and we should win the match.
fe'll lose some gzames all right, but we should win the match.

Thether you zet to »lay = board or not, be on hand for the fum,

Let'g give thess Pittsburg players a real Sacramento welcome for their first
veanture in our League. We're glad to have them in the Leasune. Let's let them know
it. 4nd then after the handshalres and hearty sreetings are over, let's beat the
stuffing out of them at chess.

Mea, teom. Sacraomento Forty Hingers. Rah, Rah, Raj il



Il1. dlelzhine! His Power of Innovation
By Bob Burger

Richard Reti has said that Alelhine's strength rested on his ability to intro-
duce new ideas into the opening and early middle-game. Thether or not the idecs were
better than the conventional lines, they made an opponent stop end thinl:. Thot was
Alelhine wp to? Tas this another trap? A4nd the opponent was on the spot to find
the best reply over—-the-board, not to mention the resulting time troubles. Of
course very seldom did Alehina or anyene else evolwve these new twists right at
the tournament table. 4n innovation iz usually the result of long and diligent
atudy. Then, you nay ask, why wasn't any other Chess master able to do the zame
as #4lelchine and come up with as many innovations? Thy? Simply because Alelthine
alone devoted his every thinking hour to the progress of his Chess. 4 biography
of the former Champion will seldom tell of the long hours he spent clone with e
chessboard and pieces, possible because there was so much more to tell of his ex~
citing life. Heuben Fine comments on Alekhine's pre-oceupation with the gawe,
and other writers have stoted it a failing, and o bod one for his sociel 1life, one
that wade hin appear shy and disinterested. In any case, with 211 the analysis
Alekkhine carried into o Zame with him he hod & ferrific adventage in resources,
time, and, as a result, pesychologsy.

4 distinetion must be made between 2 prenared line ond an innovation, 4 pre-
pared line is used against one certain player, wvho is mom to drift into mediocre
variations, or who is lmown to have nade 2 mistalte in & previous zame that was not
punished by his opponent at the time. The players does not have to find new moves
in his prepared line: all he has to do is acquaint himself with the whole ftrend of
the variations so that the time that he would have spent in running dovm side varia-
tions with his clock ticking away, he has used that time before the zome began.
Although of course an innovation is not absolutely different from a prepared line,
it does have o very different effect, and incidentally, o much finer and wmore satis-
fying effect that betrays one of the real appeals Chess has on the mind. For an
innovation iz new territory sbalked out for Chess, & further broadening of the field
that many had claimed wes long since bounded. dnd here is another misconception:
Te'll leave thet to Alelthine and his buddies, all we want to do is play a2 little
Chess without 11 that fuss, That's vhot we say, but have we ever tried to turn wup
something new in a "dead" wvariation? Have we ever seen the stoclk phrase "...and
Thite has the better Zame, and then look for ocurselves and see if Elack doesn't
have some hidden reply just waiting for someone to uncover and convert inte a big
point against o less critical opponent?

07 course, only & few games are won in such a way, we will say. The truth is,
that when you get right down fto it, gomes are won or lost only on innovations,
except for such cases as well-mown opening traps, etc. The thing is, any wimning
method is an innovation in this loose sense, in the same wey that almost every zZame
is on individual entity, but the tern innovation has been restricted to those
moves that will some dsoy malce LiCQ.

On this subject dlekhine and Capablanca can be easily compared. The Cuben,
even though he has been looked on too much as some kind of a mystic vho played
good Chess without half trying, was, in the words of Qekhine himself, a plagrer
with such natural srill that he did not find Chess a struggle, lilze the struggle
Lasgker found it. Tithout every re-analyzing lmown variations he produced many
innovations simply by making the best move he could find: for often the best move
he found was better than had been found previously. On the other hand, Alekhine
built himself wp from blunders to losses and finally to wins, the way of every
chessplayer, and he knew that the results produced ere proportional to the effort
expended., dnd if his strength lay in that power of imnovation, who are we to
aspire to his goal and neglect the source of his strength?




Gentral Californis Chess League
Heil T. dustin

Representatives of the member clubs of the Leasue held o very successful
meeting at Oecldale, Sunday, Sept. 17. After lunch at the Ljyve Oalr Cpfe, the
meeting was held in the bacement of the new Fpiscopal Church in Oalkdale.

The League!s Exzscvtive Conmittee met to discuss the schedule for the coming
season, elected officers, etc. The new officers are C. J. Snith, Calxdale, Presi-
dent; . T. dustin, Sacramento, Vice-President; and i, E, lattinzly, Stoclton,
Secretary-Trecsurer, Other members of the Committee are Eyle Forrest, Fresno;
Frankz Olvera, Pittsburg; Franlz Soylor, ilodesto; George Van Hpossr, San Jose.

There was considerable discusaion as to the size of teams, etc.but no signi-
ficant changes ware nade from last year's rules. It vas decided to declare the
player scoring the most points at first boord Central California Champion,

The Committee also went on reccrd as “rvoring the subsidy of U. 5. masters by
the donation of 25¢ or 504 a year from every momber of an organized club in the
U.S5., Llir. J. B, Gee was instructed te Inforn the USCF of this action.

ifter the meeting, a match was played betireen two teams captained by J, B, Ges
and Lee Ilerfoot of lipdesto, Hesultz and the scheduls for next semson are shom
elsevhere,

dttending from Spcramento were ¥, T. dustin, J. B. Gee, Jim larinos, and
Ralph Stags.

CEUTRAL CLAIFORITIA CHRSS LEAGUE
1950 = 1951 Schedule

lat Round - October 8 lipdesto at San Jose
QOgldale at Fresno
Pittsburg at Spcromento
Stocl:ton - Bye

2nd HRound = Qctober 29 Lodesto ot Fresno
Oal-dale at Pittsburg
SBtoclzton at San Joge
Sacramento - bye

rd Round - Hpvember 19 Sacramento at licdesto
Pittsburg at Stoelton
Tresno ve San Jose at lLisdeste
Oalzdsle - Bye

4th Round - December 10 Stocl-ton at licdeato
Freano ve Saocramento at ligdesto
Oalkdale w2 San Jose ot liodesto
Pittsburg — Bye

5th Round - January 14 lipdesto at Oasldnle
San Jose at Pittsburg
Socramente at Sgoclton
Fresno - Bye

&th Round -~ February 18 Qaldele at Sacromento
Pittsburg at iigdesto
Stocl:ton vs Fresno at liodeste
San Jose — Bye

7th Round ~ liarch 18 Fina) iieeting at ligdesto
Fresno ve Pittsbhurg
Oaledale vs Stocicion
San Jose vs Sacramento
lipdesto = Bye
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