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RUSSELL WINS TOURNEY |

In the final round of the Tournament, Russell had White sgainst Gee, and played
P=E4, Gee used a Philidor Defense (?) and continued to defend for over forty moves,
when Russell managed to completely bloek the position and a draw was enforced., 4ll
the play of the game was on his side, so (Gee had %o be contend with the draw too,.

&nd so another tournament becomes history, and we have a new Sacramento City
Champlon, R. E. HEusseoll of Auburn. We wish him continued suscess in the followine
years. It is definitely a good thing for the Chess Club, to have some new blood
at the tops. This thing of Meyer -~ (Gee running the show too long is discouraging.

As for Ye Fd, I'm Zlad to be out of the top spob. In faect, I'1l even give my inter-
est in second position to Adustin, 1f he'll take it] Personally, I'm going to learn
to play skittles )

Last report of finances on the Chess News showed $9.42 on hand., $1 subserip-
tion has ecome in, and have gpent 2.46 for stamps, 3.25 for paper and steneils on
the 3Zrd Issue (last one) and now have $6.31 on hand and ernough envelopes and stamps
to take carec of tho following two issues. Something should be done about finances.

The present finances of the Sacramento Chess Clubi

Balance on hand 3/22/51 60400
Iueg collected _ 17.50
Expenses: FPostage « B0

Renk 1,40

Prizesg 5. 00 ~27,00

On hand 4/28/51 o « &+ « « » $50.50

The annual North—~3outh Mateh has been set for Sunday, June 3 A4 grouwp will
Journey from here to attend, at San Luls Obiepo or Atascadero. If you are inter-
gated in this event, contact Neil Austin who i1s aeting as Distriet Chairman,

The Club will continue to mect Wednesday nights at Room 202, TMCA, 8 R, until
further notico., o definite plans on moving are available at this time. Our :
attendance has fallen off, but we suszgest cach member try to Tring in a new chess—
player to join the Club. Surely you kmow at least one player who should beélong

o the Club ond doesn't. o :

THE CHESS DIAGRAX
; by Flymn
One of thc best features of our magazine is its informality. If we dontt
know something, we can just sar so —~ and thatl!s that. As to Diagram #18 (in
last issue)es..it was token from a Canndian choss column and the answer is nob
knowhs However, l. RxPch looks like a win in all wariations. Has anybody got a
btetter movel '

#9 is an opening trap in the Petroff Defense, It 1s falrly well known but
worth pointing out again just to show how soon a poor old chessplayer can get Into
trouble (Geo pulled this on me one tine)s 1. P-E4 P-F4 2, N-EB3 N-EKB3 3. HxP NxP?
4, QK2 ¥-KB37 4nd White wins the Black Queen on his next move. What is movo #5617

e e K o e e

Wollced into Travelors Bar for o besr afbor chess the othar night, and from
our "chess" booth there, came a rapid fire sound like a machine—gun. Upor rushing
over, 1 find Hardy and Stagg both try to see who would Queen a pawn firstl Don't
remenber who didl Haw.



COMIENTS
by Flymn

Congratmlations to R. E. Russell on winning the 1951 Championship. It wma
truly an amazing performance in tournament play and probably surprised Russell
more thanyr any of us. ZRay told me at the begimning of the contest that it wae
‘his ambition to score 4 points. Well, he scored § and that was enough to win.

Bussell wes undoubtedly lueclky, but you have to be lucky to win in these short
tournamentz and his sueccess was also due to great steadiness under fire, 4And to
hard worls (Ugh, hate that wordl)s BRuss is an improving player and a very serious
student of the game. Just to give you an example, I told him that I thought the
Australian CHESS WORLD was the bost chess magazine in existence and that itls edi-
tor, C. J. 8. Purdy, was the best writer on chess., PRussell promptly subscribed to
CHESS WORLD 4nd, now get this, sent for the last five years of the magozine., With
an attitude like that, one can't say his victorr was altogether due to luck,

Buszell, in style and chess temperament, is o grent desl like M4lt Meyer,
and that is & hizgh compliment. PBoth Bussell and Moyer are, primarily, steady posi-
tional players and very hard to find a good move agzninst. Both take 1ittle interest
in skittles play, and are hapriest in o diffieult, locked position.

Rugsellls wealmess as a player is in combinational play. I say this advisedly
and he and I have disoussed the patter.s But I wouldn't count on him missing com-
binntions very lomg, since he is now working on improving his tactleal cye, d&nd,
knowirg him, I think that very, wvery soon, he will be ripping things wide opon in
the best Boyette Style. He hopes to enter the State Open Championship this year and,
if he does, we lnow he will give a good account of himself.

Three other ployers (Gee, Meyer, &ustin) were undefeated and Steve Kozen tied
for sccond, losing only one gamwe to Gee., In o way, the tough draws arong thega
players set the stoge for Russellls triumph. In other words, they lmocked ench
other out of half-points until they couldn't quite equal his top score.

It was one of the most flerecly contested tourneys in Sacramento choss history
and it is a credit to our Club that we can hold an event lile that. Once agnin,
to the wirmer, ER. B. Russell ~— hearty congratulations|

Kany thanks to J. B. Gee for his kinds words on my railroad column —— MBeside
the Tracke." I have almost as much fun writing about the "Choo-choos! as I do
vriting about chess. Bub, unless the readers rebel, I plan %o leep right on with
ISneramento Chess News." The only thing I would like would be form somebody to
take over the M"Chess Diagram" colum. Both Gee and I 1like to see wider participa~
tion in the masozine by members and if someone were to volunteer for that depart-
ment, it could be ensily arranged.

Another thing we could do to improve our magazine would be to get some contri-
buting articles from Carrcll Capps of Oakland. Capps took sccond place in the
State Open last year and is a fine player. He 1s also o first—class writer. He
started 2 column in "Chess Digest" ealled M"Crackpotl's Corner® which was a dandy.
Capps, now that this magazine has folded up, would probably be zlad to send us
some materinl. T saw wery little of his worl: but enough to impress me with the
fact that Crpps is even better as o writer than as a player — aond that is saying
g wholo lot.

Well, let's sec how many can enter the Lightning Towrney coming uwp. K. E.
Tussell will be Tournament Director and plans to be wvery strict about enforcing
the ten~second rule. If ho should call a time vioclation on you, don't get mad at
him, Get mad ot yourself, if anybody. It's all just in fun aryway btubt o ropid
tronsit event has 2ot to be mm off ;;,u:'a:tpeﬂl.:,r,}I or itls no good at oll,

¥ote to elubs in Stockton, Oakdale, Modesto, Fresno, Bakersfield, San Joss,
Pittsburg, ond everyvherc: How about game scores and news from your Clubs? We
want moterinl to print. It contimually gets tougher for two or three nen to kecp
writing up this btulletin every month, Come on and send us nows and games's PLEASE,



THE SANTA 3ARBARA OPEN, 1950
by Een Chambers
Stanford Univer.

Mr, Georze Flymn, one of the nuttler chessmuits currently pushing pomms around
- the Speramento Chess Club, in the last Californin North—South mateh eoncountered as
8 compebitor a confederate By the name of EKenton Chohbers, who at that tine was
pursuing that elusive old bird, Enowledge, at o Southern institution knowm as
Whittier Colleze., 4n epic strugsle engued; and after the snmoke had cleared, both
contestants found they had been lucky to escape with a drawe. The egg they both
laid there at Son Luls Oblispo has recently hatched into a rather flighty friendship
currantly manifesting itaelf as o carrier pizoon transporting the moves of o chesg—
gane~by-mall. I have since lefft the Thittier nest, and as a flegling Ph.D. candidate
am now roosting, or eavesdropping, in varilous classes at Stanford University. MNr.
Flynn, who scratches a mean guill hinself, has asked me to relato some of ry experi-
ence at the recent Santa Barbara Open Champlonship in which I competed, so I shall
hop onto a literary perch long enough to peck out o cheep and rather seedy little
song, Hhich I'n afraid won't be wvery trilling. (I almost ducked into a fish neto~-
phor there with that "perch™),

fhen I awoke this morning I irmmedintely got up and started to write this ar-
ticle in the form of o poom, Put suddeindly reallzed I was going from bed to wverss,
go wrote it instond as straight prose. (Note: Herels o guy as good as Meyer. Ed.)
The Santa Barbara Open, attracted players of variocus strength fron all over the
state. The Los Angeles and San Francisco areas were well represented, as was Santa
barbara itself., Games were played at the headquarter of the 5. B. Chess Club at
the Recreation Center, the whole tournament being very ably directed by lir. LeRoy
Johnson of Los Angeles. The Swiss System of assigning oppoents was used, as thore
were about eighteen players and only =2ix rounds were played. The first round wes
chosen by chance, the others by matching players with equal points. Maln conten—
ders for the crowm from the start were! C. Capps, San Franciseo; P. Velllotes
(wonder-boy of the Santa Barbara (lub), G. Stoven, Sanita Monica: G. Hunnex, Son
Diego, and 4, Spiller, Santa Monlea, Spiller lost to E. Bersbach (L4) in the
gecond rownd in o very intercsting sane.

Perhaps this is betraying a trust, tut if any of you happen to play Spiller,
he told us during this gane that his strongest points are openings and endings,
and that if he loses, it's usually in the niddle—-gome attack. Apporently he plays
2 strong openinz, golns the upper hand, simplifies, and wing the ending, a nice
formila if you can moke it work. Bersbach, pleying black with a French Defemse,
got an excellent attack against Spiller's king after Spiller played P-ERZ at one
stage, then later was forced to play P-KB3, leaving a bad hole at his EN3 which
won for Bersbach. Spiller admitted during the game that if he lost, it would be
because of his unnecessary P-ER3, and he did] The moral is, don't push pawns just
for the fun of it ll

Bersbach was lator very cold, losing a couple of games on blunders, and
ended up with only 2% poinds. fThero is an interesting story there. Bersbach always
plays an irregular French Defense, with a P-KB4 at an carly stoge, usually the 3rd
nove. After white playe XPxBP, and black roplics EPxBP, the some gets a complexion
like o wariation of Petrofffs Defense, In one round, Bersbach tried this line
against one of the younger players, tut made a weak fifth move with his kingls
bishop and was lucky finally to draw the ending.

Hunnex, who was slated %o play Bersbach next, had a conference with this felw-
low who had drawn with Bersbach and spent a lot of time analyzing Bersbachls de—
fense. Hummex drew white, played P-¥4, and sure enough Bersbach played his odd
defense. This time though, he had a better fifth move, and was going along all
right until Hummex left a pawn en prise. Thero was a trap involved, and I was
watching and whispered to Humnex, "Bet you hope he takes the pawn i Humnex just
smiled; but then, Bersbach took the pammil The trap was sprung, Bersbach lost a
plece, then another, and resigned in three moves. His weakness iz that he loves
to talk and kid during a gane, but when he does, he makes bad moves. Moralf you
oust take tournament chess seriocusly,




The other playors wore truc to form. Volliotes wwon four sonos in o row, but
lost to Copps ond drew with Stovon ia tho last round to mot 4% points. Stovon
played well but cautiously to win 4% points. Huwmex, <ho whorped no in tho first
round, lost ~nd drovw but finished strongly to ret 4% also. $piller recovored woll,
‘and had 4 points going into the finel round. Ho mas natehod 7ith Coprs with 4%

(who had only to draw to 7in the tournanont). The sme was elose, bubt Spiller won
o pamm, siiplifiod to his beloved endsnneo, and won it Veaubtifully, metting the title.
inong tho wealker ployors thore wore nomy thrilling, if sonevhat innccurate,
fones. There is not time to list hereo zll the intoresting situstions that occurred.
I nyaself lost to Hunnex, drew o bye, lost o hord=foutht Sicilian to Dan Fidlow and
another scon oftor to L. Stobbe (I wos protty tired ofteor tho Fidlow apiu}. ozt
got o luely draw frorn Robert Currie (ho proboably could have won the ending.) 1y

last rene is here included.

Al in all, it was loads of fun, and reclly very educational. There is almoys
the chance thot you right even win o mone fron sone titan, and thus fain a repubo-
tion as a MWziant killer®. is for ne, ny sling-shootins needs gone noro practice!

Sonta Borbara Open

9 H-R4
6%h Round % wam

Mhite Black if- ilfﬁ 0=0

X. Chonbors H. Fing s 3=33 ) oo .
1. P=Qd PG In case Blacl tries P-35, this bishop
5 ks g3 7ill attoch his King. (The are~old con=
3, P-~QB4 B2 flict between tho Chureh anil Statel)
e e s I f-X

Should have playod B.P~K4, as long Heading for greener pastures.
as hoe's so bashful, about bringing

out his Tile Fow he nales lilm a ig' igﬂé ggs
Trojon and hides behind a "Stonemmll! 1 4' P-3

This is o pod idea so long as you
nake sure the wall docesn't becone o
grovestons (in which case you cowld
perhaps be edlled your owm

Laces wp Black's stroisht-jacket,
and opeas Q4 to tho Imizhte.

mortarieiant), ]]-.g- EI-.-'.Q,:I- g:?ﬁ:;
16. P=KB4 '
M B=FRH4 5
g. B""‘M Sz if nﬁ.:-’,. 15. - lP-HE. 11?. P-"ng ﬂlﬂ 113 tha

ES5 is on liportant squore. Besides, gates to ny kinsls fortress,

it's 2 ocd idea to et this bisghop 16
out before P=K3 nails it in the kind Wi.t“*‘j:.&;as of brin?,ﬁ.‘:ﬁﬁ B8 b 6 e
acl:l i . e i
Gf Dol Dleotie ROUREIE lnka TOPORS. 1 iate Nide. Dladk ouid Liks fo nbtadk
6 {=B3 but his pieces have too little scope.
i Poaitiong 1ile his arc sonetines Aiffie

Il lq'-l? o -
g i_—gs ”1_? cult to ploy, bt have sreet defensive
Sl.w.ua e T potential. He has to nmake sone nistales
ing to nttack a lody RROEeL SRE i

Be s#ere =E2 17. §-p4 LR

This Horsols "hone on the Rancel Wy ‘I:raft chonces to penetrate are on the
is 7ell "fonced in't} queen’s side.
9- P‘EE a 1?- (NN E}'R

- 18, B-x2 uf1-i2

oclzs the born deoor Defore the horse
I;-'ai:s out. (Jlack wented to play PxP How the lmisht on R4 is out on a limb,
z;mi 1(2)-q4), and I woste some tinme trying to find o

way to shalte hin off with a pamn.



1l V=l G=B2

=0, Q—-QB LE RN

5%111 shooting ot the knlsht, but
he's bhulletproof,

a:"! ag e B-QB
The B talces 2 short (1) wallk.

21- I{E.-B a8 dw

liaybe I should have kept after that
pegky lmight with X-N2, P-R3, and P-
H4 or G4, but I firured he'd just
close the door with 2.1 P-nb,

Els sess R—-lm'

22, QR~H B=B

The kmirht on (R4 prevents P={R3
hecavsge of T-IEG.

23. BR-ll2 tren

Lookins at it now, I thinlz the tine
is ripe for 23. P=l5, because of the
threntst 24. FxP PxP 25. RxR QxR
26, IlzPs or 24. P=il6, pettinz a I
to 16 later. (But it's complicated,
and I win later anyhow )

EEI LI N }%

24, RJFI-"I'T (XN

Wow the tine 1s ripe for P-I5, but
in this case oy Imizht on R4 is on
a linb, so he tries:

EE‘l [TRE ] B"M

Threatens B=ll, or if I-B3, P=ll. That
follows ia not "brilliant, but a pro-
duct of necessity.

27, FxBP Bxll
28, PxQiP =12
29. Bxll W=D
30, IixP

Got three pamms for the kmisht, ond
threaten a couple nore,

EG' LN X Pﬁ

lig iden 1s that Q=RE3 would be better
here or on his next nove, But I will
leave it to you as a little problen of
analysis, if you like that sort of
pastine.

3l. I=-37Y sers
The nove I counted one
El.‘ aFEa m

e PxH Pr
30« P=zReh Lesims

There is & nate in the offing.

Dressing this up a little vis a vis
with lyrics hasntt enhanced its wolue
as a2 chess /ape very much., It has,
however, certain historical value os
the first and only tournament mone I

have ever wonl I only hope it isn't

o P=13 the 1last !
25. PxQiP PxP
20 R""QE L ER N

Should have left hin thers before!l

151 city Chanpionship
Tournanent Director R. E. Russell

The six round Sacrapento Championship Tourney finished without the usual nmajor
upset unless the final result, itself, may be sc construed, Director Russell, hold-
ing doggedly on to part of an early lend, just manarsed to stave off the resolutely
cloging M, T, iustin, J. B. Gee and S, Xozen in a blanket finish,

This yearls field proved to be o zZood representative strensth, two former con-
testants returning after a lapse of years (. T. lustin and 5. Kozen) and three nem=
comers (R. E. Russell, R. Stoa; ond Th. 4llen), accounting for five of the first
nine places. 1 noteworthy feature of the close strusle is the fact that none of
the three prizevinners lost & zone. 4nd further, there vas but one loss amongst
the first five to finisgh. Here it should e noted that i. 0. iieyer, a strong force
for yeers in City play, was in poor health during the tournament, yet played out
his gomes on schedule and was undefeated! ) fine gesture by a fine gent. We look
formard to Liilt's speedy return %o sood health, that he nay apply a hot foot to
the rosy cheeked lads, who, (for that remson?) finished ahead of hin.

The Club Challenge Ladder is in full operation. Here is the chance for all to
avenge the blows hard luck nay have dealt out durins the tournament or in rendering
impossible their entering the tournament. Three rmne challenze natches nay be
arranged between any two players, it beinz incumbent won the hicher placed to secure
at least 1% points in order to retain his position, (continued next pasze)




sie Spoed Cherpionship (abt ten seconds per move) will be decided on Tednesday,
liay 9th, besinning at 8115 Fil, in a Round Robin Tournmanent. Entries will be accepted
at the regular club meeting Tednesdey, limy 2nd, or by posteard addressed to R. E.
Russell, P. 0. Box 192, Muburn, Calif. and postmarked not later than liay 3rd,
Entries w7ill be closed at this tine by reason of the faet that a set schedule of play
must be dramm up. In this conjunction the Director asks that only those quite sure
of beins free to play on liay 9th enter. Entrance fee will be one-half dollar
payable lioy 9th and prizes will be siven. Come out and try your luck §

1951 Sacramento City Chess Championship, & round

Svisz Systen Tournament (* denotes forfeit)
jiodified
i ROUNDS | Point  Sonnenberg

3 2_3 4 5 6 Score Scgre
1, R. E. Bussell. « » » .14 ™ W W D5 D2 5=-1 21,00
o, T, P. 080 « » s =+ s V1O W4 D3 D5 B D 4%-1—%: 18.00
%, W. T Mastin. . . . . W8 T2 D2 W DI Db g 13 18,00
4, S, S. Kozeh + « » « » W1 L2 M3 W D5 B 1% 16,50
Be Li. Op lleyer o« « &« o « WlE 16 e D2 D4 03 4 = 2 14.50
B G. T. Flynn « + « . « W6 D5 W1 I1 L2 Ta* =25  10.00
7. S. G Johnson « . « « W0 M3 L1 L4 D1 Y15 3%- 2k  9.50
8, B, Stagfl o « » » » + 13 T4 L5 M7 7O I4 3=3 6400
g! 17,51 ulﬂn e w8 Ll H:I-E* L3 mE Dlﬂ' o= 3 4:50
10, J. Hastinis « « « « « L7 D15 T4 T2 L8 D3 3=3 3,00
11. R. licDonald » « « » » L4 W7 L6 W9 D? M3 3-3 24 50
12, De Js Tulzre . % 8 ow = w7 LE T?lﬂ"" IJ:LD 5 LE* & =3 E.E‘D
13, J. T, ilarignos . . « Bye 7 L4 W6 DI DMl B -3 1,00
14, T, Hardy e s s« ¢ +11 L8 110 Bye TiE* N6 3= 3 -
15, T, H Toalcobt o » « » L5 D10 TL7 W18 Ll2 L7 2%- 35 =1.00
16, C. 4 IvVerson « « « « L6 Bye LO¥ L13 T19%* Ll4 2 - 4 ~8,50
1%. Gene Groy PRI R e i it o 1 o Rl 1 e e BFE e 2 = 4 ""‘ggE‘D
18, Franl: Sprogue « « « « L9 W19 L12¥ L15* L14% Bye 2 - 4 -9,50
19, Harl Teters « » « « «» L2 L18 ZBye L1l L16* L17* 1 - 5 =15.50

Ak o ek e el

From the City Charpionship, finel round. Russell vs Gee: 1. P=-I4 P=E4, 2. =53
P=Q3, 3. P-Q4 ¥-Q2 4. I=~B3 P=-B3 5, B=Q3 B=EK2 6. 0-0 IOi-33 7. P-QR4 P~-QR4 8., P-CJI3
0=0 9, B=N2 PxP 10. HxP W=I4 11. P=IR3 B=Q2 12. GE2 @3t 13. H=-Q -3 14. 1=B5 B=K
15, W/1=-E3 @=Q 16+ QR~0, B=B 17. G~B3 U-E4 18, =13 Bxl7 19. §=3 ¢-32 20. [B-K E=R
21, Q=5 R=K3 22, Q-Q2 W=K 23, P~QR4 R-I13 24, E=r B=(, 25. B~K2 R-K3 26, P-B4 i~G2
oW, B-DZ i-B4 28. Q=B3 G-il3 29. =G4 R=B3 30, QK3 H-K3 31. =l QzQ 32. BxQ Rl

83, R/3-Q3 R-Il' 34, B~R3 P=QB4 35. B-N2 P-B3 36, E=il P=Gji3 B37. I-B2 §=B2 38, P-Liid
Rf3~K 33. P~XR4 K=l 40, X~ii3 P-R3 41, P-R5 il~-R3 42. B-B3 L-US 43. B RP=B

45, P=-B5 Dramm

Stagzs vs Fozen: - 1. P=I4 P=K4 2. F-E33 W=-QB3 3. B-II5 P=03 4., P-IR3 P~UR3 5. P=R4
1-KB3 6. P=Q3 P-4 7, B-03 1=JRd 8. 0~0 Hx3 9. RPxil P=334 1i-B3 3=z 11, =-IR2 B-LK2
12, P=I24 H=Q2 13. P=-0R3 QB2 14. Q-R5 P-KN3 15, G-B3 P-IR4 16. P-[W4 PxP 17. HxP
0-0-0 18, F=R2 P=IB4 19, §-K3 H=B3 20. 1~Q5 Wxll 21. Pl 3-I33 22, P=B4 P~ 0

23, W-GB2 R~R5 24. B~I Q-R2 26. I=-W2 B-EKR 26. R-R R=il5ch 27. I-B2 Q~RSch 28. F-E2
Rell6 29. G-EB2 Q-R4ch 30, E=Q2 PzP 31, &G-E2 QxQ 32. ExQ R=-W7ch 33. I-~Q P-xl4

34, R~ R=K 35. P=-R4 R/1-E7 36. W~K R=-R7 37. RxR RxR 38. 1~B3 B-R8ch 39. E-B2 P=il5
40, 1i~i5 P=b6 41, B~K3 ExP 42. 1~B7 R-R7ch 43. I~3 K=Q2 44, B-B4 R-RSch 45, Resigns
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