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o, Heme Club 1l 2 3 4 Score Sollkoff
1 M O Meyer Sacto T2 TWha T W5 4 -0 8.0
2 R E Burger Fitts Il ™ T3 WA F -1 LI
3 R Lelgh Stl'n " W8 L2 WA 23~ 13 2.4
4 R G Guemen Pitis i %W 11 L2 2 =2 10.5
§ H E Faul iiod o) I4 ™A L1 2 =2 9.0
E L Jeffers " Wl 11 W L3 2=-=2 9.0
7 TP Fries Fresuo L3 I2 ® DB 2 =28 8.6
B R lieCulloush " wi2 13 L54 D7V 1% 3:; .0
9 C J Smith Qalzdale s D11 L7 ma2 1'1; 23 6.0
W Shirey Fresno 14 T2 L5 D1 13- 2% 640
11 T Olvera Pitts Lo I9 L12D21 1 =3 6.0
12 U B Mettinsly I8 184 M1 13 1 =23 5.5

The 1958 Central California 4palifying Tournsment
Bﬂr M. GI “WE‘T

The third annual tournament sponsored by the Central Californla Chess
League for the pursose of selecting one player for the Celifornia 3tate Champion=
ghip was held in iiodesto October 23-24, The four round Swilss event was ably
directed by H. E. Pavl (who played when it vas discoversd there would otherwise be
11 participants), L. H. Lerfoot of iodesto and W, T, iustin of Sacramento.
Unfortunately, o number of players who hove made impressive records in Leasgue match
competition were unable to enter for businass or personal reasonsg.

R. E. Durger of Oalkkland, wirnor of the 1952 and 1953 events, was the
pre~tournapent favorite. Hie fine recor? 't first board for Pitisbmrg, his 4-0
wing in the 1253 and 1954 Individual Cuarpionship Tournaments, and hie outstanding
achievements in Szn Francisco and esst bay competition justified the expectation
that he would aganin ococupy top spots It wns thonght that the real strusgle would
be for second place, vwhich the writer hod oecupied in the previous two tournaments.

By virtue of the initial draw, which waos "blind" except to avold the
matching of players representing the same eclub, the eventual winner and runner-up
met in the first round. After shoring the point in four earlier meetings in
team match and tournament lay, this mame proved to be the firet in which either
playery secored a fll point against his opponent. The resuwlt was correctly
regarded as an wpset, and we are certain that our cause was substm tially aided
by the fact that our opmonent, who is engazed in fraduate worlk at the University
of California, felt that he should have spent the week-end studying for examina-
tions rather than playing chess.

Five players scored wins in the firsi round, the lone draw Dbeing played
between R. Deigh of Stoclkton and young Tom Fries of Fresno, who had pade a fine
showing in the 1954 United States Junior Championshin Tournament, 4t the end
of the second round only R. C. Guzman of Pittsburg and the writer had scores of 2-0,
and at the end of the thir d round the latter hud 3-0 and four players were tied
for second with 2=1. Ve had already played three of the four, so that the top
draw for the finsl round vas antomatic.

Te hove heard it said that one must be lucky to win a tournament and
that was proved in each of my four games. We have aleo heard that the best
players hawcthe wost luclk, but the results of the recent tournament proved an
exception to that rle, provided the observation may be regarded as guch.




Oct 29, 1954
Hr. bliike Hailparn, President
Central Calif. Chess League
727 Ferger ive
Fresno, California

Dear lir. Hailparnt

A% o recent meeting of the Fresno Chesa Club our members were confronted
with a bill to the amount of $7.50, from our good member, Tom Fries, Ve were in—
formed the anount was due because of the participoation of three of our members in
a tournament held in lLiodesto Oct., 2324, the winnor to qualify for the 3tate
Championship Tournament.

It was the muanipous oplnion of the sttending mewbership that the amount
asgeesed vas unjustified for several reasonst

(1) The Fresno Chess Club .as not notified through our secretary or any

other sovree of such a fee.
(2) ¥io fee should e paid by sny chess club for voluntary participation
of its members iv any tournsrent unless authorized to do so., Tournament chairmen
should recuest such an suthorization.
(3) 41l particivonts ghould be advised as %o the total expense of entry
and such fee should be collected "En Tota" at the time of reglstry— not after the
tournament has terminated, and additions) funds are requested.
The above are oinly a few reascns for what ywe consider an unjust and
inequitable fee. Te are therefore registering this protest sa to the handling
of the entrance fee, end the laclk of apecifie instructions throush proper channels.
e urger a change in any rule (if one exists) thoi nates the remittance of $2.50
per person an obligation of any chess elub,
Yours very truly,
Herbert Kallmam, Pres.
JTresne Chess Club

cct Olvera, Gee, Crofut, Addans, anctin

Hov. 1, 1954
Mr, Mike Hallparn
Prepident Central Caelif. Chess Leasme

Dear lilke!

I have a cony of the letter written to mou Yy Dr. Esllwan, President
of thé Fresno Chess Club, whiech rericters the protest of the Fresno Club rela.tive
to the handling of the entrance foes in the recent tournament at Lindesto. Ais
you were not present at the tournawent, I am writing this letter in order to
acquaint you with the facts regarding thia matier.

In the first place, I will take full responsibility for maliing the
agsessment. Upon uy arrival near the end of the event, I discovered that the
Coomittee had made no provision for the collection of the prize money, and set
about to rectiy the situvation., Unfortunately, this necessment had not been
annpunced by the comnittee, and I had no officlal stotns,

Dr. Eallmanls letter gives several reasons why the Fresno Chess Club
unanimously conslders the fese to be unjust and inequitable. I must azree that
the reasons are all sound. (1) The clubs should hive been notified; (2)
Tournanent chairmen should request such an authorization; (30 Participants
should have been advised of 2ll expenses,

I do not agree thnt the fee was elther unjust or inequitable. 3Both
provious tournarents wers conducted on the basis of the clubs supplying the
prize monay at the ruote of $2.50 per entry. This is & precendent that was set up
a8 the only way to cet a prize fund. The individual entry fee, after paying the
rent, goes into the 5iate Gnqwnpiunahip Prize Fund. We paid $35 into that fund,
less per man than the Bay drea or Southern California pey in. Thether this fee
ghould be paid by the club or by the individual, is 2 matter for the club to
decide,



HaFLUCTIONS O HICDESTO
- by Bob Burger

‘11 hail the new Champeen, as George Flynn would say! WMilt leyer
has unseated a very sedentary figure at the twice-yearly lodesto fete,
tnd in no uncertain fashion, sither., !ilt startecd with his chief ri-
val and mowed 'em down in order. In feset, this tournament was =o con=-
vineing for the winner that it makes the former victor think a little
bit about how unconvineing the previous tourneys were in contrast, and
in partieular how unconvineing vhey might be iIn the future,

M™ith the possible exception of Tom Fries, there were no serious
challengers who did not get a elear right to challenge Milt in his bid
for the title, TFries had the misfortune of being paired with another
favorite, yours truly, in thc sscond round even after he drew his first
rogund game with Leligh aud after Purger had lost to the eventual winner,
This pairing brought akout the ewious circumstance that, if you con-
Slder Fries, !‘eyer, and “urger the chief contenders, Fries =ould have.
to beat the other two to ~in ih2 tourney, ~hile !eysr vould only have to
beat one, as it sctuxlly hupuened, Thls very uinor deficiency does not
detract at all from "‘vyer's performance, siunce it wisht be argued that
Fries put himself in an avkward situatlog by drowing in the first round,
But this fact does show that a mechanically run Sviss can lead to a wvery
unsatisfactory tournament if there are only four rounds,

In this tournament, the only unsatlisfactory outcome to my mind was
the anticlimax. Herb Paul had graclously agreed to play when an odd
number of entrants arrived, and he even more graclously paired himself
vith non-contenders in the first three rounds so that, ~hen possible
vithin the strict limits of the rules, he would not figure in the out-
come, Uanfortunately, when the fourth round cawme, he was the only one
left who could play feyer according to the rules, since the other conten-
ders had knocked eachother out. If the tournzwent director had any
diseretionary power 21 all, he conld have reached cdown for Fries to
meet the winner in the last rovrnc, Insteué, e had the spectacle of
the winner matcied with the tourr ..ent director, who hadn't intended to
play in the first place, who hndiu't wet what I consider the top con-
tenders, and who neverthelegs wnrn bovud by the rules to ste. forward,

In the four revious ‘ndesto tournatcnts, only once was there a
really climactic game in the final round (I'ries-Iurger, 1954 League
Championship.) The vinner of those toura-uwents has never played llike
Hailparn at Modesto, desnite the fact that ‘lke was a leading contender
in several tournaments there, He has slmilarly zveolded “hil <mith,
Bill “dams, Ojars Celle,and cthers in crucial situations because of the
mathematical suirings, "“"hen this element of cliznce is added to the
vagaries of individual zames, the result ls lar ely fortuitous, But
even more important, the —'inner rarely meels a representztive selection
of the stronger .layers, thus wissing the sreparation that Gay rea or
los ‘ngeles players receive in thelr ressective itournaments,

In my opinion, the w-thematlecal palring in our ‘odeszto tournamenis
should have been abandoned lén’ ago. Let us agree: thz only purpose
of a Swiss tourney is to allow every player & chance to win & short
tournament. This purpose is WOT defeated by doinz a litile enlightened
pairing,

To 11t we —ish the best of luek in the finals. Cnly lack of re-
cent practige will psossibly keep him from the top, if anything does.
In my opiaion, he vill fare fur better than his predecescor, which is
not saying much; w»-orc th'n this, I bellevce he has the style to put
new respect for CUsntrsl Valley In our smios-bound friends,



In conclusion, I base the justice and equity of uy action on the
precedent of the two previous qualifying *ournaments, and regret only thet the
Committee neglected to publicize the ex; sed source of the prize fund,

Tours very truly,

W T. duatin
cc! H. Fallman == Sacto Chess lews,

Tour Editor is Chairman of the Tournament Committee, btut was unable
to attend the last tournoment as he was out of tom on business. However, the
three objections given in nllmennt's letter, (to the method of collecting
entry fees for prize find) ord agreed to by dustin's answer, ars certainly not
in line with my own thinking. Firet, there iz a misconception, particularly
among Fresno players, that the Qualifying Tournament is an "open" tournament
apd, hence - anyone in the CCCL ecan enter. This ie not true. "411 three of such
tournaments have been linitcd to not more than 1% entrants, and each club is to
plck, or authorige, the ones who enter frow individual clubs. Entry fee is §$5.
After payment of tournsment expenses (mainly hsll rent) balance is sent to the
State Championship Tournament Fund. A&ny club that authorizes a player to parti-
cipate is supposed to pay $2.50 prize money for that player entering. This has
been done for two years previous, and this year ws no exception. Your Editor
wishes %o polnt out that Lir. Kallman hae been in the Leagzue for many years,
both Hailparn and Fries have been active members, Hailparn is now president,
and 1t seems strange that the Fresno Club was not aware of these provisionsa.

As to changing the rule that makes $2.50 assessed to a club that puts a players
in the UCCL Qualifying Tournament, that has to be talkken up by the Ixzecutive
Council of the Learuse.
FRESNO CHESS CLUB
1554
Team Training Tournament

Hichael Hoilparn has won the right to nlay board one for the Fresno
Chess Club in thims yearls fentral Cnlifornia Chess League liatches by virtue of
hig fine 7=1 score in the 1954 Ten Trainins Tournawent. Mile, a graduate
student gt Fresno State Collze, scored his second consecutive tournament vietory in
Freano, having won the Chaijpionshi, Journament coneluded in 4pril.

The tournanent was one of the most exciting affdirs ever held locally,
with the lead changing hande gseveral times. Colrs inte the final round Tom
Fries of Fresno and Elmer achterberg of Visalia ntill had outside chances for
firet prize. Hailparnls sole defeat woe at the hands of Fries, who in turn was
knoeclkzed out of firet place by o less to ichterbers,

The affair was an eight-round Swiss Systew with twenty—one participants.
The tournament was enliven ed by thie play of three prowmising youngsters - -
William Shirey, Roy ilcCullough and Robert Garabedian. :

The tournament was directed by Tom Fries. Final Standinggy = Solkoff

1 M Hailparn W4 Wl T3 L2 we W3 o e 7-1

2 T Fries M8 WM ™M WM L3 M3 W iy 6 = 2

3 E ichterberg Ml L13 W WM W L1 W D& 523

4 0 lMaschke Wi7 Wie D2 w 1l Lé Wiz D3 BE=23 34,5
5 R Clark L6 D5 110 D2 F20 T4 7 W §E=3  26.5
& C Fotias W5 W8 LY Dl W6 W Iz Il 4%* 3% 37.6
7 R Baker D8 Wl W L4 19 DO W1 IR 45 -3y 32

8 W Shirey 7?7 L6 D5 W4 D0 W6 L2 M3 42 3 3.5
9 L Schafer W10 L2 L3 W9 W Tl L1 L6 4-4 37
10 R Garabedian I9 W7 W L1l 8 D7 D2 D4 4 -4 32
11 J Hastings 13 T8 M4 WO 113 L9 Iv W0 4-4 28
12 L Lesler 119 Ll4 W0 D5 115 W7 D0 We 4-4 22
13 H Kallmann W21 W3 L1 D& W1 L2 14 I8 :%-4.?5 89,5
14 R MeCullough Il T2 L1 I8 Wl8 L5  We0 D10 33~ 4% 31.5
15 E Thompson 113 D5 D8 W8 T2 Withdrew 3=2

16 R Durant TRl 14 9 I3 L6 LB I8 L1?7 22~ 5 25
17 H Holladay 14 16 118 U0 W18 1Llz Ls D6 a%— E% 24.5
18 4 Sotelo L2 ILli 1A7 115 Ll4 Me L20 Llz 2 -6

"~ ., Houle M2 11 15 L8  L17  Withdrew 1-4
«ﬁg’@?ﬁa Ec-dahl plz L7 I T8 114 11 1 =5

21"V Depoyan L16 1 it drew 0 =2



the creation of a new ladder polut system.

total of three from therest of the Lezgue.
Fresno recently sent a l2-man team to Bglrersfield for a match,
City Club won %o the tune of 73-4%,
Lloyd Kennedy, Bob Lidtchell, and Roger allbrittoen.
A rematoh is elated for Oeckober 17.

board.

Chess sctivlty in Fresno has been stimnlated over the sumper months Yy
it the present time the top noteh
on the ladder 1s held Yy Elwmer ickterberg of Visalia,
Thatls heppened to the CUCL? (Ed Note — Did sometiing happen) At the
Open in Senta Barbara, Fresno rezistered elght (8) entrants, as agninst a grand
That's wrons? Let's get on the ball )

The Eern

Tinners for Fresno were Lob Garabedian,
Otto Liaschke drew on top

The Recent simm=-up for Fresnol's team tournament reached an all-tine
high of twenty-one despite the absence of such regulars as Lloyd Kennedy, FPhil
Smith, Dr. & lirs. Rubin, Bob ‘omack, and FEynie Coolk |

COCL QUALYFYING
Burger vs ligyer"
Trench Defense-lst rmd.
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UL NEED MORE GAME
SCCRES AND WEWS 1
PLEASE LAIR SAE IN/

Capital City Chess
Club Chompicnship
Tournament is now
tdeing entries, Ses
Gee or dustin for
entry, Let!s have
an "all=-cut! gang
of chessplayers
this year !

MEBERS OF TEAM 1=

We play Modeato this
Sunday at home. The
place is Turn Veréin
Hpll,
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